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PREFACE 
Rakshak Foundation was founded in 2006 by a group of concerned citizens from 

India’s elite educational institutions. It was in the manner of giving back in a small 

way to India that had provided them so much in terms of opportunities. The 

Foundation seeks to create an informed society, aware of its rights and duties, and 

attempts to address barriers to an equitable and just society. Rakshak Foundation 

has been submitting well researched opinions on various bills being considered for 

presentation to the Indian Parliament. Rakshak Foundation has been invited by the 

Parliamentary Committees of the Rajya Sabha three times in the past two years to 

depose before them and present their views on proposed Bills which would affect 

the whole nation once they are enacted by the Parliament. 

The Intern is a Second year law student at Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, 

Punjab and has keen interest in public policy research and this project also deals 

with inventing a mechanism through which this process can be made more 

inclusive. The Intern has keen interest in taking up such topic and has interest in 

researching these topics and going into the intricacies of this issue. 
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Executive Summary 

 India has more than 50% of its population below the age of 25 and more than 65% 

below the age of 35. Still, there is no denying in the fact that very few young people 

in India show interest in the field of policy making or look at politics as a 

profession. The average age of our Lok Sabha, 53 years, speaks volumes about 

youth’s lack of interest in politics. If India is to develop at a faster pace, it needs 

young and dynamic vision. Even though it is not an easy task, it is still an 

achievable one. Most importantly, it’s what India needs at this moment. This 

research project was commissioned by the intern to understand the reasons for 

low interest of youth in politics and policy making process in India. The most 

important objective of the project is to invent a mechanism through which they 

could be made aware of the existing opportunities in the field of policy making. The 

other objective of this project is to understand how technology could be effectively 

used to invoke their interest in politics. 

Recommendations: 
 

 Immediate steps should be taken to implement the directives issued by the 

UN Programme on Youth. A plausible model to implement this could be the 

formation of a National Youth Commission.  

 The strategy laid out in the National Youth Policy, 2012 to involve the youth 

in local governance should be implemented with immediate effect by taking 

the services of Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development 

(RGNIYD) to provide training to the youth elected in local government.  

 Youth engagement needs to be encouraged in e-governance projects by 

creating Youth Engagement teams through all kinds of techniques available 

for engagement like Surveys, Consultations, Focus groups and Expert Panel. 

 The parliamentary committees must hold at least one formal interactive 

session with youth every year so as to make the policy-making process 

more inclusive. 

 The government agencies should mandate to create space for youth in the 

various decision-making bodies.  

 The government should also prioritize grants for on-going support and 

training for youth. 

 Now, that the government has a set of framework and guidelines regarding 

the use of social media in encouraging youth participation in policy-making 

process, the focus of the government should put these strategies into effect. 
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Key Findings 

 The Culture of Exclusion: The social hierarchy in India is so deep-rooted 

in its culture that sometimes the differences of caste, creed, colour, religion 

etc. override the common bond that unites the people. Poverty and 

Unemployment: Indian youth also faces a challenge in participation 

because the focus of the young people is to be able to arrange for a reliable 

source of livelihood. 

 The Culture of non-democratic values and practices: Obsequiousness -a 

unique trait was deeply imbedded in the Indian psyche due to the initial 

years spent in the awe of its leaders. 

 The voice of Female youth and Girls: The low percentage of women 

members of parliament in the Lok Sabha speaks volumes about the attitude 

of the state which has miserably failed to protect the right of women 

guaranteed by the constitution. 

 Attitude of adults: Many politicians, community leaders and others are far 

from convinced that harnessing the active involvement of youth represents 

an effective strategy for achieving better outcomes. 

 Scarcity of resources: The prime reason for this is the dysfunctional 

political discourse which is yet to realise the benefits that can be extracted 

out from the process of encouraging the participation of youth in the policy 

making process. 

 Limited awareness about the existing opportunities in the field of 

policy-making: The current system that is responsible for advancing the 

information about the decision-making process has proved to be inefficient 

because the current is primarily run by the adults and is only meant to cater 

to the demands of the adults. 
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1. Introduction 

 

1.1 Background Information 

As the largest functioning democracy of the world enters into the sixty-seventh 

year of its existence, it is essential for India in the spirit of commemoration of this 

feat to depreciate the comforts of daily routine- the insecurity of the unfamiliar and 

confront itself with an interrogative i.e. whether it had been able to keep the 

constitution that it gave to itself.  

As a nation, if India were asked what the six and a half decade of democratic rule 

has taught to its spirit, it must admit contritely that it did have the experience of 

democracy in letter but somehow, it could not experience it in spirit. However, this 

admission should not be regarded as oblivion to all that the accomplishments that 

India has made throughout the years of self-government. Now, the ground opened 

for the interrogation leads to the discovery of numerous factors that can be held 

more responsible than others but the principle factor behind the sordid state of the 

India has lot more to do with the modest degree of participation of, arguably, the 

most important section of the society i.e. youth in governance than any other 

factor. This disenchantment of the state towards encouraging the participation of 

youth in policy-making process has contributed enough to put India into a 

situation what it is today.  

More than two hundred years after India had won the right to shape its fortune, 

the commencement of the era of self-government was marked by Nehru’s 

immortal words-“The achievement we celebrate today is but a step, an opening of 

opportunity to the great triumphs and achievements that awaits us.”1 When Nehru 

said this line promising to take India to the Promised Land from the journey of 

wilderness in the British Rule, he also had his version of commandments too to be 

followed by Indians. Nehru firmly believed that if the state apparatus he created 

could comply with his whimsies, he would be able to fulfil the promise he made at 

the stroke of the midnight hour on August 14th, 1947.  

                                                             
1 A.M. Zaidi, A tryst With Destiny, p.148 
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To accomplish the goals that he had set out for himself and India, he had a model in 

his head- the model of a centralized India which would embrace the rationality of 

central planning. The intellection of this system was determined by the challenges 

that a former colony was facing when it ushered itself into an era of independence. 

Taking into account the gravity of the challenges, Nehru chose to trust his wisdom 

to run the country on his line of thought. His thought process was too 

apprehensive to develop a ‘bottom-up’ system which would be inclusive enough to 

encourage the participation of all sections off the society so that they could get an 

opportunity to argue on the issues that mattered to them. Rather, he chose to 

advocate a ‘top-down’ system which was not exposed to the harsh realities that 

existed. Nehru’s choice of a ‘top-down’ system was based on an assumption that 

his vision was accommodative of the collective conscience of the people and hence, 

the system that he created over the years under his leadership didn’t call for any 

input from the people, let alone the young in the process of installation of a 

modern democratic software into a new born country. Having got down creating 

socialism, instead he created statism2.  

What followed after his demise was also a similar model of governance adopted by 

his daughter who not only embraced what he preached but also went a step ahead 

in the pursuit of socialism. Indira Gandhi contrived a ‘Kitchen Cabinet’3 as it was 

called comprising of a few aides who exercised more control over the running the 

country than the actual Cabinet. Therefore, it would not be out of place to conclude 

here that in, the opinion of the first two prime ministers of India who were at helm 

of affairs for a good thirty odd year period, the role of citizen in a democracy ended 

after he/she has casted his/her vote. However, Indira Gandhi realised the power of 

youth in Jay Prakash Narayan’s movement against her corrupt and autocratic rule. 

After Indira Gandhi lost the general election in 1977, a brief stint of two years was 

too short a period for the Janata Party government to take any significant step in 

direction of encouraging youth participation in the policy-making process as it was 

too busy solving its internal conflicts.  

                                                             
2
 Statism, a system where the state controls the economy 

3 Kitchen Cabinet, a closed group comprising of the close-aides of the Prime-Minister 
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The first step to encourage the participation of youth in the democratic process 

was taken by the Rajiv Gandhi’s government in which the government reduced the 

voting age from 21 to 18 in order to strengthen the democracy of India. It was in 

this government only when youth centric policies and the voice of youth were 

given a place of prominence. 

The status-quo of the policy-making process of India is that the mechanism for 

making policy is different in different arenas i.e. the legislative and the executive. 

The legislature at the central level i.e. the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha and the 

state level i.e. the Vidhan Sabha and the Vidhan Parishad before beginning the 

process of drafting legislations invite the suggestions from public-policy research 

think-tanks, professionals in that specific area through newspaper advertisements. 

In the advertisement, they call for memorandums from the individual and 

organisations to explain their stand on the issue at hand, if required they are also 

called to depose before the respective parliamentary of legislative committee 

which is handling the drafting task of that particular legislation. When they are 

asked to depose before the committees, their views may also be accommodated in 

the final draft depending upon the members of the committees. 

At the executive level, however, the process of policy making cannot be termed as 

transparent for the reason there isn’t a single interface in which a common citizen 

can make his voice heard. The decision-making process at the executive level is 

bureaucratic and is engulfed in a myriad of problems like red-tapism. 

Therefore, it would not be out of place here to conclude that the current system of 

policy-making in India is not inclusive enough to give the kind of importance to the 

voice of the youth that it deserves. India has more than 50% of its population 

below the age of 25 and more than 65% below the age of 35. It is expected that, in 

2020, the average age of an Indian will be 29 years.4 Still, there is no denying in the 

fact that very few young people in India show interest in the field of policy making 

or look at politics as a profession. The average age of Lok Sabha, 53 years, speaks 

volumes about youth’s lack of interest in politics. If India is to develop at a faster 

                                                             
4 http://www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wiki100k/docs/Demographics_of_India.html 
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pace, it needs young and dynamic vision. Even though it is not an easy task, it is 

still an achievable one. Most importantly, it’s what India needs at this moment.  

 1.2 Main Problems, their scope and impact on the society 

An understatement of the sordid state of affairs of the India will state India to be 

home to one-third of world’s poor5 , half of the world’s malnourished children and 

the highest number of children born with low body weight. In 2011, India was 

73rd out of 88 countries listed in the annual Global Hunger Index, six places down 

from the previous year. The 2010 Multidimensional Poverty Index indicated that 

eight Indian states account for more poor people (421 million) than in the 26 

poorest African countries (410 million) combined. As per the recently released 

Human Development Report (HDR) 2013, India ranked 136th (134th in 2011) in 

Human Development Index (HDI). 

 This picture of stark contrast brings forth the essence of a nation which, despite 

being one of the fastest-growing economies in the world, has failed its poor, given 

the sharp rise in inequality over the years. What is even more disconcerting is that 

inequality in India has actually increased during the post-reform period.6 

All this is happening when India is reaping the benefits of demographic dividend. 

One of the prime reasons for this state can be attributed to the apathetic attitude of 

the government which is preventing it from taking pro-active role in the process of 

encouraging the participation of youth in the policy-making process and electoral 

process. As noted above, India has more than 50% of its population below the age 

of 25 and more than 65% below the age of 35 yet the average age of Lok Sabha, 53 

years, speaks volumes about the attitude of the government towards taking any 

step in the direction of providing incentives to be given to educated young people 

to ensure their participation in the politics. 

 

 

                                                             
5
 http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/india-has-a-problem-with-inequality-and-it-won-t-

be-solved-easily-113052500705_1.html 
6 ibid 



    
 

  
 
Copyright © 2013 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                   Page | 11 
  
 

1.2.1 Reasons for lack of Youth Participation in policy making process 

1.2.1.1 The Culture of Exclusion: India is home to probably all kinds of human 

diversity that exists on this planet. Also, the social hierarchy is so deep-rooted in 

its culture that sometimes the differences of caste, creed, colour, religion etc. 

override the common bond that unites the people. Hence, it results in under-

representation of a major section of the society. Therefore, the prime reason 

behind the exclusion of youth, as a group, cannot be only attributed to adults. The 

voice of youth, which hails from the marginalised segment of the society, is more 

often than not goes unheard because of the lack of opportunities available for them 

and also the existing social hierarchy which is against them. Exclusion from youth 

participation is also a result of the differences between rural and urban youth, elite 

and non-elite youth, as well as female and male youth. Young people with 

disabilities have even greater difficulties participating in society due to lack of 

equal opportunities.7 

1.2.1.2 Poverty and Unemployment: Like the young population of other poor 

countries of the world, Indian youth also faces a similar challenge in participation 

due to a countless number of youth, in both urban and rural India, still have to 

struggle to be able to have a couple of square meals a day. Therefore, the focus of 

the young people becomes to be able to arrange for a reliable source of livelihood. 

Unfortunately, for India, the last decade is widely recognised as a decade of jobless 

growth, thereby further exacerbating the problem.8 

1.2.1.3 The Culture of non-democratic values and practices: Obsequiousness -a 

unique trait was deeply imbedded in the Indian psyche due to the initial years 

spent in the awe of its leaders. Hence, these leaders, more often than not, assumed 

a larger than life picture of theirs and created a culture in which their prophecies 

became axiomatic truth, any departure from that was a heresy. It was the result of 

this culture only that, having set out to embrace democracy; the leaders were 

found embracing non-democratic values and practices.  

                                                             
7
 The Braga Youth Action Plan, World Youth Forum of the United Nations System,  

http://www.un.org/events/youth98/yforum98/bragayap.htm 
8 Kunal Kumar Kundu, India has a problem with inequality, and it won't be solved easily. 



    
 

  
 
Copyright © 2013 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                   Page | 12 
  
 

1.2.1.4 The voice of Female youth and Girls: In the Indian constitution, however, 

it is clearly mentioned that the state shall not discriminate among the citizens on 

the basis of gender but again truth be told this ideal situation is far from social 

reality. In comparison to young men, the opportunities available for young women 

are far too less to participate in the decision-making processes. The low 

percentage of women members of parliament in the Lok Sabha speaks volumes 

about the attitude of the state which has miserably failed to protect the right of 

women guaranteed by the constitution.  

1.2.1.5 Attitude of adults: Analysis of the global experience of children and young 

people over many years reveals the extent to which the absence of their 

perspectives in policy-making at all levels has consistently militated against their 

best interests. Young people lack access to most of the processes through which 

adults can articulate their concerns. Adults in positions of authority over children 

and young people can and do abuse their power. The cultural assumption that 

young people must not challenge their elders or express their views, even when 

their rights are being violated, has only further aggravated the problem of non-

participation. Many politicians, community leaders and others are far from 

convinced that harnessing the active involvement of youth represents an effective 

strategy for achieving better outcomes.9  

1.2.1.6 Attitude of youth: Apart from the disenchantment of the adults, another 

factor which further exacerbates the problem of non-participation is the 

disillusionment of young people from politics. Too many young people feel that 

their views do not matter, that they cannot influence outcomes and that democracy 

does not work for them.10 This disillusionment of young people from politics has 

more than one reason and is in no way beneficial to the prospects of the country. 

Rather it is imperative for the government to take immediate steps to suppress this 

regressive trend in the interest of the people at large. One of the prime reasons 

behind the disillusionment of youth is that they have failed to realise the influence 

                                                             
9
 World YOUTH Report, 2003 

10 Youth Participation in Decision-making, http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/ch10.pdf 
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they can exercise over the governance of the country once they recognise their 

importance. 

1.2.1.7 Scarcity of resources: Affect both reach and quality-The scope of this 

problem is worldwide because the scarceness of financial resources is not 

something which is limited to any geography. The prime reason for this is the 

dysfunctional political discourse which is yet to realise the benefits that can be 

extracted out from the process of encouraging the participation of youth in the 

policy making process. Limited financial resources available for any such 

programme not only the limits the number of young people participating; but also 

raises concerns about the quality of the youth participation. 

1.2.1.8 Limited awareness about the existing opportunities in the field of 

policy-making: The current system that is responsible for advancing the 

information about the decision-making process has proved to be inefficient in 

disseminating the information in a youth-friendly manner. It is so because the 

current is primarily run by the adults and is only meant to cater to the demands of 

the adults. This may be due to the fact that participation of young people in 

defining the theme of information collection, collecting the information, translating 

material for the target group, packaging and producing the final product is limited. 

This process also limits the capacity of youth to internalize the issues at hand, thus 

limiting their meaningful participation in decision-making.11 

1.3 Goals and Objectives 

 

1.3.1 Understand the reasons for low interest of youth in politics and policy 

making process in India 

Any step taken towards encouraging the participation of the youth needs to be 

preceded by gaining an understanding of the reasons as to why the young people 

do not take interest in politics and policy making process in India. The reasons that 

have into light for the low interest of the youth are the culture of exclusion, poverty 

and unemployment, the culture of non-democratic values and practices, the voice 

                                                             
11 Youth Participation: Concepts, Models and Experiences, The Africa Child Policy Forum, 2006 
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of female youth and girls, attitude of adults, attitude of youth, and scarcity of 

resources that affects both reach and quality, and lastly, limited awareness about 

the existing opportunities in the field of policy-making. 

1.3.2 Understand how technology could be effectively used to invoke their 

interest in politics. 

Now, that the Internet has entered everyday parlance with nearly a tenth of India’s 

total population gaining Internet access, the number of social media users is 

projected to reach 66 million shortly. The factors that make the Internet special are 

the social interactions that are being inspired by its regular usage. The Internet is 

seemingly a limitless resource for personal connection and exploration. The 

Internet has significantly changed the way our society connects with one another, 

does business, and socializes. With advancement of the Internet, this rise has 

paved way for the future of digital human interaction – social media. The interface 

of social media is more important in the sense that the women have been given a 

platform to raise their voices for the first time in the history of India. Social media 

has managed to bridge the gap between genders and has broken hierarchy; 

everyone is equal and the only thing that counts is their opinion. Youth, as evident 

from the recent incidents of the past, has been more than active in the online 

sphere.  There have been a string of protests that have centred themselves on the 

Internet to radically promote transformation. 

1.3.3 Analyze the feasibility of the avenue of online journalism to encourage 

youth participation in policy making process.  

Social media is a phenomenon that has sprung up from the mass digitization of 

content by creating a virtual community that shares its roots in the social networks 

that is embodied by the members. Online journalists have contributed to Internet 

activism by mass mobilization through the use of t he Internet on issues that are 

relevant to the public sphere. Since a majority of the journalists online are 

products of genuine interest and not monetary interest, it becomes increasingly 

complex for conglomerates to take control of them. Social media has also shown a 

penchant for bringing issues long forgotten or given little attention to by the mass 
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media to national attention. Given the open nature of the Internet itself, it becomes 

increasingly complex to curtail the notions held by any individual from being 

propagated to the public at large. This represents a stark dilemma, a new type of 

threat. If propagation is so easy, then is there any system, which can keep false and 

negative reports from being broadcasted? The answer is no. The system, if any, 

which regulates this, is the need for credibility creation in the eyes of the virtual 

community, which is indeed tough to achieve. 

1.3.4 Find out what incentives could be given to educated young people to 

ensure their participation in the politics. 

Even the most knowledgeable, well-prepared teens have to deal with logistics, 

such as transportation, parent permission slips, timing, and chaperones. 

Experienced youth organizations can help youth (and the policymakers who want 

to hear from them) work through these issues. Another solution, posed by 

California Education Secretary Kerry Mazzoni, is for policymakers to go to youth. 

When she served in the Assembly, she established youth advisory committees in 

her district on various issues. This system enabled her to get youth feedback 

without asking them to travel. “In one group, all the youth were previous drug 

users. Maybe a few of them looked a little weird, but what mattered was that they 

knew more than I did about the subject,” said Secretary Mazzoni. “Politicians can 

sometimes be judgmental, but if we don’t push those judgments aside they prevent 

us from doing a good job.”12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
12

 Heather Balas,” Engaging Youth in Policymaking Improves Policies and Youth Outcomes”, California 
Center for Civic Participation 
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2. Methodology 

 

2.1 Literature Search 

The aim of the literature review was to discover the major findings and 

arguments in existing research on encouraging youth participation in politics 

and policy-making process in India and elsewhere. The literature review 

provided the pathway to be followed in conducting the research and 

methodology to be adopted.  The report titled-‘Children & Young People 

Strategy 2010–2013’ published by The Association of Chief Police Officers, UK 

was analyzed. The key finding from this report was the realization of the gap in 

the implementation of strategies towards encouraging youth participation in 

policy making process that exists between the state agencies of the developed 

countries and those of developing countries. Also, comprehensive reading of 

the report titled-‘Framework & Guidelines for Use of Social Media for 

Government Organisations’ published by the Department of Electronics and 

Information Technology  was performed. This document lays down the strategy 

of the Government of India to use the social media to engage the youth in the 

policy making process. 

2.2 Field Visits 

A field visit to Jawaharlal Nehru University was conducted to gain insight into 

the current scenario of youth participation in the policy-making process and to 

understand the perspective of a senior researcher on the reasons for low 

interest of youth in politics and policy making process in India. The interactions 

held in the field visit re-affirmed that many young people have energy and 

enthusiasm for addressing issues that affect their lives, which makes them 

effective sources of input and ideas for policies and programmes, and increases 

the chances of a policy or programme being successful. 
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2.3Meetings and Interviews 

Many conversations were held with the mentor and other experts with regard 

to this project.  The Mentor asked to focus on the use of social media to 

encourage youth participation in the policy-making process. He also suggested 

reading the plan developed by Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) 

which is the decision making and policy formulating body of the world’s most 

professional police force, the UK police to involve young people in the process. 

Another major objective of this project was to find out whether politics could 

be considered as a profession. So, after holding consultations with the mentor, 

it was concluded that youth joining politics through a competitive exam or any 

other mechanism is a huge topic in itself worth a PhD.  

The conversations yielded many innovative solutions to be implemented for 

institutionalising youth participation in policy-making process. The meetings 

with Smt. Archana Aggarwal and Mr. Abhishek Thakur have particularly 

provided great assistance in carrying out this project.   

Date Name Designation  Institution Topic of 

Discussion 

June 13th, 

2013 

Smt. Archana 

Aggarwal 

Assistant 

Professor 

JNU Current 

Scenario of the 

policy-makiing 

process 

June 13th, 

2013 

Mr. Abhishek 

Thakur 

Post-graduate 

Student 

JNU Obstacles 

encountered by 

young 

researchers  

when they take 

up public policy 

research. 
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3. Current NGO and Government Efforts 

 

3.1 Efforts made by the government 

3.1.0 National Capability Building Framework for Panchayati Raj Elected 

Representatives and Functionaries: The National Capability Building 

Framework Report released in 2010 laid out a strategy to encourage the youth 

participation in policy making at the Panchayat level. Concerned with training of 

Panchayat members, the strategy was to train the Panchayat members by a large-

scale community mobilisation programme aimed at motivating people to 

strengthen the practise of democracy, especially through the Gram Sabhas. The 

NGOs and CBOs would be involved in a big way, both in spreading the message of 

participation as also in Gram Sabha-level interactions such as beneficiary selection, 

social audit etc. Within the general campaign, there would be particular focus on 

motivating SHGs, groups such as Mahila and Youth Mandals and other activity-

based groups to participate in Gram Sabhas and act as more assertive pressure 

groups within it. 

3.1.1 Press Releases: Presently, as mentioned in the background information the 

only step that the government takes in the direction of inviting suggestion from the 

people in general is through press releases in the major newspapers.  

3.1.2. National Youth Policy, 2012:  In this policy, the government came up with 

a way to encourage youth participation at the local level. The policy said that 

young people should get productively engaged, preferably  through  youth  groups  

or  organisations,  directly  or  indirectly  in assessing  the  performance  of  the  

service  provider  or  programme-implementing agencies. According to this policy 

the youth selected/elected in Local Government were to be provided training 

through RGNIYD and its partner institutions so as to ensure that they can work 

effectively in the local panchayats and municipal bodies.13 Many Central Ministries, 

such  as,  Ministries  of  Human  Resource  Development, Rural  Development,  

                                                             
13 National Youth Policy, 2102 
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Women’s  Welfare,  Environment,  Health,  Labour ,  and Industry ,  have  significant  

components  of  their  policies  and  programmes  that  are relevant  to  young  

people.  Keeping this  in  view ,  inter-sectoral  approach  is imperative  for  dealing  

with  youth-related  issues.  In  view  of  this,  the  NYP 2012, consistent  with  the  

suggestion  made  in  earlier  Policy  documents,  advocates  the establishment  of  a  

strong  coordinating  mechanism  at  the  Centre  and  state  levels. The  State  

Coordinating  Committee  may  be  chaired  by  the  Chief  Minister  of  the state  or  

a  senior  member  of  the  cabinet.  This will  ensure  optimum  utilisation  of 

resources  available  with  different  ministries  and  departments  and  streamline 

policy  and  programme  interventions.  For monitoring  the  implementation  of  

the programmes under the Policy 2012, these Coordinating Committees (national 

and state  levels) may  also set  up  special Task  Force  for  each of  the  thrust  

areas. 

3.1.3 Social Media: Another mechanism that the government was when it came 

up with the draft policy in report titled-‘‘Framework & Guidelines for Use of Social 

Media for Government Organisations’. The report titled-‘Framework & Guidelines 

for Use of Social Media for Government Organisations’ was published by the 

Department of Electronics and Information Technology. This document lays down 

the strategy of the Government of India to use the social media to engage the youth 

in the policy making process.  In this document while the government has 

acknowledged that Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) including 

internet and mobile based communications are increasingly becoming pervasive 

and integral to day-to-day functioning of our lives- whether personal or official but 

at the personal level, the uptake and usage of such media is gaining rapid 

popularity, use and utility of such media for official purpose remain ambiguous. An 

excerpt from the report says: 

“In order to encourage and enable government agencies to make use of this dynamic 

medium of interaction, a Framework and Guidelines for use of Social Media by 

government agencies in India has been formulated. These guidelines will enable the 

various agencies to create and implement their own strategy for the use of social 

media. The document will help them to make an informed choice about the objective, 



    
 

  
 
Copyright © 2013 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                   Page | 20 
  
 

platforms, resources, etc. to meet the requirement of interaction with their varied 

stakeholders.” 

3.1.4. Internships/Fellowship: Most of the government ministries and other 

governmental organisation have also created opportunities for young people to 

work as interns on a non-permanent basis. Few popular and significant steps taken 

by governments are: 

 PM's Rural Development Fellows (PMRDF): PMRDFs will basically 

function as development facilitators, assisting the Collector and his/her 

colleagues by actively pursuing a district programming approach that 

follows three key strategies given below: 

o  Strengthen the district resource base for programming by finding ways 

of resourcing all the planned activities and rational budgeting. 

o Establish or strengthen systems by exploring alternative ways of 

delivering services to reach the most deprived communities. 

o Trigger processes which would support the changes that have been 

envisioned in this approach (e.g. village planning). 

o This would be complemented by a set of supportive actions such as 

building the capacity of district and block officials; triggering district-

wide social mobilization processes particularly among the youth; 

achieve a ground swell of support and build strong relationships with 

the Panchayats. 

o It is envisaged that the training process and intensive development 

facilitation work at the village, block and district level will provide an 

exceptional growth potential for the Fellows and will, therefore, help to 

create a future network of skilled professionals that can work for the 

development sector as a whole14. 

3.1.4.1 Young India Programme (YIP): The planning department in Rajasthan 

government started this programme this year itself. The planning department 

                                                             
14 http://pmrdfs.tiss.edu/mission.php 
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initiated this project for the first time in the state. Out of thousands of application, 

71 candidates were screened for the YIP.   

 

During the course the government will give Rs 25,000 per month as stipend. 

Accommodation too has been arranged by the district administration while 

collectors are responsible for providing office space and mobility support for the 

interns. At the end of the programme each candidate will present a report before a 

high-power committee. The best selected report will be awarded with a cash 

award of Rs 1 Lakh followed by Rs 50,000 and Rs 25,000 for second and third 

positions, respectively.15 

3.1.4.2 Internship with PMPSUS, MP State Planning commission: PMPSUS 

stands for Poverty Monitoring and Policy Support Unit Society. It aims to attract 

the young intellectual capital for the cause of strengthening, monitoring and 

evaluation of systems in government programs through various activities of 

PMPSUS. Furthermore, it also aims at familiarizing the young minds with the 

overall process of Development of the state along with hiring their services for 

short term researches connected with analysis of development policies, projects, 

schemes etc. This program will enable the participating students to understand the 

planning processes of the state. Hence, this program by PMPSUS will help in 

creating such young minds that would be oriented to accept new challenges and 

problems encountered in achieving the goals poverty monitoring and policy 

support unit. 

3.1.4.3 Internship in the Legislative Department, Ministry of Law and 

Justice16: The Legislative Department, Ministry of Law and Justice proposed to 

offer an internship scheme for Law students for the benefit of students pursuing 

their 5 year integrated law degree from recognized colleges and universities in 

India. The purpose of the scheme is to motivate students in creating interest in 

Governmental business pertaining to Legislative Drafting. The Scheme would help 

                                                             
15

 http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-05-11/jaipur/39185957_1_young-india-programme-
interns-programmes-and-welfare-schemes 
16 http://lawmin.nic.in/legislative/int_sch.pdf 
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the students to enhance their legal skills and secure firsthand knowledge about the 

nature and working of the Ministry of Law and Justice, Legislative Department. 

After the completion of the internship, it is expected that the interns would go out 

of the Department with deeper understanding of the functioning of the Central 

Government as also the day-to-day challenges that are being faced by it. 

3.1.4.4 Digital Volunteer Programme with the Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting17: The Digital Volunteer Programme is aimed at people who are 

keen to use their personal social presence on different social media platforms to 

talk about Government schemes and programmes. Deeply rooted in the ideals of 

participative governance, the programme aims at helping the Government of India 

achieve a real time engagement with people leading to a personalized interaction 

with the target groups. 

3.1.3.5 Rajiv Gandhi Youth Leadership Internship Program, Summer 201318: 

The internship endeavours to expose the youth to a range of branches of 

knowledge, skills and field experiences and enable them to develop leadership 

qualities which would result in strengthening their commitment to the task of 

Nation building. Other than getting exposed to a variety of reading material on 

Leadership, classroom sessions, field visits, personality development program etc., 

and selected intern undertakes a project that will tackle key issues and help solve 

challenges facing the living society. 

3.1.4.6 Internship with Ministry of External Affairs19: This internship 

programme will provides an opportunity for the officers of the Ministry to interact 

with young thinking. Ideas from budding scholars will prove to be of importance to 

the practitioners of diplomacy in the Ministry, at the same time, the internship 

programme also provides the interns with an excellent opportunity to familiarise 

themselves with the process of foreign policy formulation in Government of India.  

 

                                                             
17

 http://inbministry.blogspot.in/2013/02/myindia-initiative-digital-volunteer.html 
18

 http://www.rgniyd.gov.in/?q=content%2Frajiv-gandhi-youth-leadership-internship-programme-rgylip-
summer-2013-15th-may-13th-june 
19 http://www.mea.gov.in/internship-in-mea.htm 
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3.2 Efforts made by independent organisations 

Many independent organisations working in the field of policy research have also 

taken significant steps towards encouraging youth participation in the policy-

making process. Some of the popular opportunities available for the young people 

to work in the field of policy research are: 

3.2.1 Rajiv Gandhi Research Assistants to Legislators20: The RG-RALs program 

provides a unique opportunity to work with a cross-section of MPs from the Indian 

National Congress on cutting edge policy and legislative challenges facing India. 

Selected RG-RALs will be an integral part of the RGICS Policy Research Service, 

which provides quality, non-partisan and professional research assistance on 

policy issues to Members of Parliament. They will also be involved in the research 

work of the Institute. RG-RALs will undergo a rigorous orientation program and 

will be guided by subject experts. 

3.2.2 Legislative Assistants to Members of Parliament (LAMP) Fellowship21: 

The LAMP Fellowship places one legislative assistant to work with one Member of 

Parliament. The LAMP Fellows are engaged full-time for eleven months to work 

with the assigned MP from the beginning of the Monsoon session to the end of the 

Budget session of Parliament. Throughout the eleven months, the LAMP Fellow 

works closely with the MP, providing extensive research support for his/her 

parliamentary work. 

3.2.3 The Young India Fellowship22: The programme is delivered through: 

 Class room lectures by leading faculty from India and outside. These 

interactions will be case based and will require pre and post lecture 

readings and assignments. 

 Workshops by professional experts to develop writing & communication, 

leadership and team work skills. 

                                                             
20

 http://www.rgics.org/pdf/RG-RAL,%20PDF%20for%20website%20link..pdf 
21

 http://lamp.prsindia.org/about-%20the-fellowship 
22 http://www.youngindiafellowship.com/Program.aspx?1 
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 Working on real life projects in the area of interest under the Experiential 

Learning Module. 

 Regular guest speaker sessions and seminars with leaders across different 

sectors in India and outside. 

3.2.4 Rakshak Foundation: It was founded in 2006 by a group of concerned 

citizens from India’s elite educational institutions. It was in the manner of 

giving back in a small way to India that had provided them so much in 

terms of opportunities. The Foundation seeks to create an informed society, 

aware of its rights and duties, and attempts to address barriers to an 

equitable and just society. Rakshak Foundation has been submitting well 

researched opinions on various bills being considered for presentation to 

the Indian Parliament. Rakshak Foundation has been invited by the 

Parliamentary Committees of the Rajya Sabha three times in the past two 

years to depose before them and present their views on proposed Bills 

which would affect the whole nation once they are enacted by the 

Parliament. 
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4 Results and Discussions 

 

4.2 Findings from the literature 

The literature review provided great assistance in improving the understanding 

the various aspects to be covered in carrying out the research. However, the 

comprehensive analysis of the literature available on the subject was not possible 

because of the sheer volume of the research material available. Moreover, the one-

month period available for the preparation was too short to suffice the complete 

analysis of the literature. . This topic is such a topic which needs a long term 

research to reach a conclusion.  

‘Children & Young People Strategy 2010 –2013’: The report titled-‘Children & 

Young People Strategy 2010 –2013’ published by The Association of Chief Police 

Officers, UK was analyzed. This report was analyzed to find out what are the 

existing gaps as far as the approach of the Indian government is considered. The 

key finding from this report was the realization of the gap in the implementation of 

strategies towards encouraging youth participation in policy making process that 

exists between the state agencies of the developed countries and those of 

developing countries. The Association of Chief Police Officers, UK came up with the 

‘Children & Young People Strategy 2010 – 2013’  in 2010 to reap maximum 

benefits out of the demographic dividend that UK was witnessing at that point of 

time. The state agencies of most of the developed countries have realized that, 

during the process of transition of an adult to a responsible citizen, the youth 

would surely engage in an interaction with the state through its agencies. 

Therefore, it was considered imperative for the state to negotiate this interaction 

successfully so that it provides provide beneficial outcomes for themselves and for 

society. Also, the state agencies of developed countries do not underestimate the 

difficulty surrounding day-to-day interactions between the state and young people. 

Another factor which is necessary to be taken into account here is the state must 

not demonize young people due to the negative behaviour of some young people 

but be sophisticated enough to identify the relatively small numbers who are  

nothing but mere confrontationist. The efficacy of the implementation of policy 
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decisions is high in the countries who invite the participation of youth in the policy 

making process because many young people have energy and enthusiasm for 

addressing issues that affect their lives, which makes them effective sources of 

input and ideas for policies and programmes, and increases the chances of a policy 

or programme being successful. 

‘Framework & Guidelines for Use of Social Media for Government 

Organisations’: A comprehensive reading of the report titled-‘Framework & 

Guidelines for Use of Social Media for Government Organisations’ published by the 

Department of Electronics and Information Technology was performed. This 

document lays down the strategy of the Government of India to use the social 

media to engage the youth in the policy making process.  In this document while 

the government has acknowledged that Information Communication Technologies 

(ICTs) including internet and mobile based communications are increasingly 

becoming pervasive and integral to day-to-day functioning of our lives- whether 

personal or official but at the personal level, the uptake and usage of such media is 

gaining rapid popularity, use and utility of such media for official purpose remain 

ambiguous. 

‘Analyzing Social Media Momentum: India’s 2011-12 Anti-Corruption 

Movement’: A paper titled-‘Analyzing Social Media Momentum: India’s 2011-12 

Anti-Corruption Movement’ by Sasha Bong, Robert M.La Follette School of Public 

Affairs was analyzed. The paper contained a comprehensive analysis of the online 

activity of the youth in issues related to the society. The members of Anonymous 

Opposition India, who can be construed to be a network army, have taken 

themselves to be the guardians of free speech of the country. After bans on popular 

peer to peer file sharing websites like The Pirate Bay, the group hacked into the 

website of Bharatiya Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL), the government’s official 

telecom and broadcasting agency. The followers of popular Twitter handler 

“pragmatic_d” have rallied themselves around his banners to form a proactive 

community for analyzing political scenarios. Media Crooks, a media critique 

website, has made people from all walks of life flock to it for critiquing the role 

played by the print and broadcast media. 
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4.2 Finding from the fields and impact on the theoretical focus of the project 

4.2.1 Findings from field visit of Jawaharlal Nehru University: Through the 

field visit, the intern got an insight of the existing framework of the policy making 

process in India and the steps taken by the government towards encouraging the 

participation of youth in policy making process. Also, the intern got valuable 

assistance from the interactions during the field visit after knowing about the 

perspective of a senior researcher on the reasons for low interest of youth in 

politics and policy making process in India. Young people are commonly thought of 

as a single, cohesive group, yet they come from diverse social, economic, cultural 

and ethnic backgrounds; are at various stages of sexual development; have 

different sexual orientations; may be able-bodied or disabled; may be in school or 

out of school; and will have variable access to in-formation, support and resources. 

Policies and programmes must, therefore, fully consider the diversity of their 

circumstances, experiences and needs. It is only by listening to the different voices 

of young people that responsive and effective policies and programmes can be 

developed. The people interviewed during the field visit said in one voice that 

policymakers and those involved in programme development should ensure that: 

young people themselves are meaningfully involved in policy and programme 

development processes; and that all young people particularly those from 

vulnerable groups are equally served by policies and programmes.  

Two significant inputs were gained through the field visits towards encouraging 

youth participation by highlighting the problems faced by the youth. First, a top–

down approach to participation that focuses on institutionalized or formal 

participation processes led by decision-making bodies. 

Second, a more grassroots understanding of participation acknowledged that the 

needs of policymakers are not always aligned with the needs of participants. 

  

4.2.2 Findings from interaction with mentor: In the opinion of the mentor, to 

involve youth in policy making the government needs to give them a platform for 

interaction without getting into politics as the youths have their own future and 
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other economic activities. India has the largest number of tech -savvy youths in the 

world. So inviting their opinion through social media etc would be a good 

beginning. The mentor further opined that governance should be shifted from 

bureaucratic file work to e -governance. In this regard he also mentioned the steps 

he took while working in West Bengal.  

The mentor also asked the intern to read about the Association of Chief Police 

Officers (ACPO), which is the decision making and policy formulating body of the 

world’s most professional police force, The UK police.  

 

4.3 Gap analysis 

It is more than evident from the accounts of history of India since independence 

that no government has taken any concrete steps to encourage youth participation 

in the policy-making process. The government till yet, has not taken any path-

breaking step to ensure the youth can encouraged to participate in politics and 

policy-making process. As discussed earlier in the introduction of this report, we 

have always had a culture of obsequiousness which has prevented ours leaders 

from taking any steps towards making the policy-making process more inclusive. 

The primary reason behind the inaction of the government is limited amount of 

resources, which is a common among all developing economies and more 

importantly the culture of non-democratic practices and values. This is not to say 

that till date no significant step has been taken in this direction but certainly it can 

be said that whatever step has been taken it has not been taken to its logical 

conclusion. For instance, the National Youth Policy, 2012 has a very good strategy 

to encourage youth participation at the grass-root level i.e. at the Panchayat level 

but the reason why implementation of this policy has not seen the light of the day 

is that it has been framed in such a vague manner that probably it becomes 

virtually impossible for anybody to question as to how this policy is going to come 

into effect. 

This is not an issue which can be resolved from taking a few steps here and a few 

steps there. This is an issue which has always been ignored by the government and 
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therefore, the need of the hour is that the government should go out of its way to 

address this issue. Youth participation in deciding the policy issues-is an idea 

whose time has come. If India is to develop at a faster pace, it needs young and 

dynamic vision. Even though it is not an easy task, it is still an achievable one. Most 

importantly, it’s what India needs at this moment.  

Well, one area in which the government did take a step forward was when the 

Department of Electronics and Information Technology, Ministry of 

Communications & Information Technology, Government of India drafted the 

‘Framework & Guidelines for Use of Social Media for Government Organisations’. 

However, this framework and guidelines could never be put to use because the 

policy of using social media did not see the light of the day. 

  



    
 

  
 
Copyright © 2013 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                   Page | 30 
  
 

5 Recommendations, Scope and Strategy for Implementation 
 

5.1 Recommendation & Scope 

 Short-term strategy to encourage youth participation  

Full participation of young people in civic and political life is an increasing 

challenge, in light of the gap between youth and the institutions. Implementation of 

current common objectives for participation and information shows that there is 

still room for improvement, particularly regarding support of youth organisations, 

participation in representative democracy or 'learning to participate'. Policy-

makers must adapt to communicating in ways receptive to young people – 

including on policy issues – particularly in order to attract unorganised or 

disadvantaged youth. 

 

5.1.1 Immediate steps should be taken to implement the directives issued by the 

UN Programme on Youth in its report titled-The World Programme of Action for 

Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond (A/RES/50/81) which recognises that the 

active engagement of young people themselves is central to its successful 

implementation and, accordingly, affirms the full and effective participation of 

youth in society and decision-making as one of its 10 priority areas for action. This 

resolution asks policy makers to “Take into account the contribution of youth in 

designing, implementing and evaluating national policies and plans affecting their 

concerns”23 Implementation of this step would ensure that the government starts 

taking the low interest of the youth as a serious issue which needs to be addressed 

as soon as possible. A plausible model to implement this could be: 

 

 National Youth Commission:  

The Purpose of the Council is to raise awareness of issues of concern to young 

people and to achieve a more equitable distribution of power and resources to 

young people, recognizing differences between groups of young people in 

terms of their access to such power and resources. 

                                                             
23 www.un.org/youth 
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Figure 1National Youth Council 

Statement of Purpose and Objects 

The Objects of the Council shall be:  

(a)  To benefit the community at large by fulfilling the role of a peak body on issues 

of concern to young people.  

(b)  To provide a focus for organisations and individuals to share perspectives on 

youth affairs issues. Such organisations and individuals shall be those who support 

the Council’s Statement of Purpose and may be involved in the provision of 

charitable services directly to young people.  

(c)  To provide a forum in which young people and organisations can make contact 

with one another. This may include promotion of the activities, facilities and 

undertakings of organisations as they affect young people.  
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(d)  To conduct research into the issues of concern to young people to facilitate 

these issues in becoming known to the wider community.  

(e)  To provide direct support to organisations and individuals by providing an 

information and resource base which will- 

(i) assist groups of young people working on issues of concern to them;  

(ii) assist service providers to increase their effectiveness; and  

(iii) inform the community about issues affecting young people. 

 

Structure of Youth Council 

 

Figure 2Structure of Youth Council 

 

5.1.2 The strategy laid out in the National Youth Policy, 2012 to involve the youth 

in local governance should be implemented with immediate effect. The reason why 

this strategy is so important is participation  of  young  people  will  also  mean that  

there  is  greater  accountability  of these  bodies  to  the  people. 
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Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD) is an Institute of 

National Importance by the Act of Parliament No.35/2012, Ministry of Youth 

Affairs & Sports, Government of India. RGNIYD endeavours to facilitate our 

nation’s youth with a conducive environment and tools that will enable them to 

make the most of their natural potential to realize their aspirations. RGNIYD 

functions as vital resource centre coordinating training, orientation, research, 

extension and outreach initiatives for State, Central Governments and National 

Level youth organizations.  

The youth selected/elected in Local Government should be provided training 

through RGNIYD and its partner institutions so as to ensure that they can work 

effectively in the local panchayats and municipal bodies. 

 

5.1.3 The government agencies should mandate to create space for youth in the 

various decision-making bodies. When the government would begin to invite 

youth on boards, advisory committees, commissions and task forces, it would also 

be required that it ensures that the young people receive adequate staff support 

and training. 

 

5.1.4 The government should also prioritize grants for on-going support and 

training for youth. The government should go out of its way too support 

independent organisations working in the field of policy research by all sorts of 

ways.  

India spends less than one percent of its GDP on Research and Development. 

However, developed nations like USA, UK etc. spend more than three percent of 

their GDP on Research and Development. Therefore, the government should 

increase the expenditure on Research and Development to at least two percent of 

the GDP. Now, this increased expenditure would provide the government with 

enough financial resources to fund organisations working in the field of policy-

making. 

 



    
 

  
 
Copyright © 2013 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                   Page | 34 
  
 

5.1.5 Now, that the government has a set of framework and guidelines regarding 

the use of social media in encouraging youth participation in policy-making 

process, the focus of the government should put these strategies into effect. 

 

5.2 Flowchart for implementation of the mechanism to use Social Media to 

encourage youth participation. 

 

 

Figure 3 Implementation mechanism for using Social Media 

5.2 Youth Engagement in e-Governance Projects 

As the government is considering enacting the Electronic Service Delivery Law, the 

possibility of e-Government projects becoming pervasive in all domains of public 

services is increasingly becoming a reality. E-Governance projects are 

characterised by large outlays and often implemented through Public Private 

Partnerships. Given the limited penetration of PCs and broadband, challenges of 

basic literacy, computer literacy and English literacy –the current currency of 

internet, it is important to engage with identified and potential service seekers and 

other stakeholders of e-Governance projects. In order to meaningfully engage with 

citizens, a detailed study of need, stakeholders and frequency must be undertaken. 
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The engagement must be done in a planned manner with responsibility for the 

same assigned to a specific team.  

5.2.1 Engagement Framework: Process of Youth Engagement 

In order to ensure a meaningful engagement with youth, a well thought out 

process must be implemented. Some of the key steps in that process are:

 

Figure 4Process of Youth Engagement 

 

5.2.2 Undertaking Need Analysis 

The first step in citizen engagement process is the identification of need or objective 

for which such an engagement is being proposed. Towards this end, in addition to the 

services and processes for which citizen engagement is to be undertaken be clearly 

identified, the vision and objectives should be stated in such terms so that, as far as 

possible the outcome can be quantified and measured. For example, objective of an 

engagement can be either to undertake the existing on-ground realities e.g. time taken 

to deliver a particular service or perception of/inputs on quality of service delivered. 

Therefore at each stage of project, the objective of undertaking engagement must be 

defined. 
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Figure 5 Understanding Need Analyaia 

5.2.3 Defining Degree of Engagement 

 

Figure 6Defining Degree of Engagement 
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5.2.4 Creating Youth Engagement team 

Since the process of youth engagement is ongoing, it is recommended a youth 

engagement team may be created for the project. This team ideally should consist of 

internal stakeholders -decision makers, service providers, service/process influencers 

as well as external stakeholder – beneficiaries, civil society organisations, elected 

representatives. The team would be entrusted with the following responsibilities: 

 Developing background information  

 Publicizing the effort  

 Designing benchmarks and criteria for evaluation 

 Identifying and recruiting participants 

 Selecting tools for citizen participation 

 Reporting the outcomes of the process 

 Making recommendations based on the outcomes 

 

Figure 7Creating Youth Engagement team 

 

5.2.5 Undertaking Engagement 

The process of youth engagement is cyclical and can broadly be divided based on the 

stage of project development. 

Developing background information 

Publicizing the effort 

Designing benchmarks and criteria for evaluation

Identifying and recruiting participants

Selecting tools for citizen participation

Reporting the outcomes of the process

Making recommendations based on the outcomes
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Figure 8 Undertaking Engagement 

 

5.2.6 Techniques of Engagement 

Surveys:  The purpose of surveys is to systematically collect data through a 

carefully designed questionnaire from a set of identified target audience, generally 

on a one-to-one basis either in person, telephonically, or by mail. When done 

offline, these are often conducted either at the on service delivery location or at 

responder’s residence/office. They can be conducted at different stages of project 

lifecycle and can used for creating a baseline (pre-project surveys) or assessing 

impact (post project surveys). When undertaken with representative sampling, 

surveys can provide specific information for statistical validation. 

Consultations: Consultation with youth can take many forms and like surveys may 

be conducted in an online or offline mode and are generally moderated. 

Consultations may be undertaken in various manners, some of which are given 

below: 

•Citizen Outreach 
Cell

•Citizen Cells

•Social Audit

•Social Audit

•Independent 3rd

Party Impact 
Assessment

•Baseline Surveys

•Consultations

•Online 

•Offline (face-2-face
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Consultation

Project 

Enhancement

Conceptualization 
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Preparation

Pilot & Roll Out

Post 

Implementation
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Implementation
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Focus groups: These often used to obtain inputs into planning decision and the 

group consists of diverse groups of stakeholders that may be directly impacted by 

the project. The focus group method is an in-depth technique, which seeks to elicit 

rich qualitative data about a participant's experience with a product, service or 

concept. 

Expert Panel: A specialised focus group may also be formed as an Expert Panel 

and are generally useful in scientific or technical subjects because they seem to 

demonstrate balanced and objective discussion on key issues. Expert panels are 

usually made up of independent specialists recognised in the domain of the 

evaluated programme Such consultations requires high degree of involvement and 

preparation especially to ensure balance of views or ensuring at least opposing 

sides get equal opportunity to present their case. 

Delphi Process: This is a structured process of getting inputs, and involves 

several rounds of iterations in which matters are discussed, and responses and 

conclusions shared. This is done through a series of questionnaires and controlled 

feedback mechanism. It is usually undertaken without the participants needing to 

meet face-to-face and is very useful in case where participants are in different 

geographical locations. 

Open Meetings: Such consultations are typically open ended consultations where 

some initial agenda is identified and feedback is taken from all stakeholders who 

choose to be present at such meetings. This is often used to elicit feedback from 

service seekers and has been used extensively in the form of social audit or citizen 

juries. 

Social Audit: By definition, is carried out by the community of stakeholders and 

includes beneficiaries / participants, implementing agency, Gram Panchayat 

representatives etc. Schemes like MGNREGS have used models of social audit 

arrangement like Village Social Auditors (VSA) and Vigilance and Monitoring 

Committee (VMC) as Youth Engagement team to carry our social audit. Social Audit 

should comprise of a range of stakeholders which safeguard the integrity of the 

audit. In addition, the audit should necessarily be overseen by an external third 
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party agency that is competent in undertaking / facilitating the audit process. It is 

also desirable to have a youth social audit champion within the project to ensure 

focus and continuity in the process. 

 Long-term strategy- Making politics a profession 

India needs leaders who balance passion for public service, compassion for the 

disadvantaged, professionalism in governance, and courage built on values and vision. 

We need to provide youth leaders with the foundation and skill sets to break new 

ground and become agents of change, while overcoming barriers to political entry. The 

young leaders should also be equipped to play multiple roles—of legislators, policy 

implementers, problem solvers, party activists as well as CEOs of their constituencies.  

The idea to consider politics as a profession was first delved upon by the apex court in 

the case of CET v P.V.G. Raju (1975) 101 ITR 465 (SC). Politics could be a profession as 

long since decided in CET v P.V.G. Raju (1975) 101 ITR 465 (SC). An interesting passage 

for this conclusion in the words of Justice V. R. Krishna Iyer reads as under: 

“There can hardly be any doubt that it is either or both. Harold Laski treated politics as 

a science and wrote his well-known book on the Grammar of Politics, but the art of 

politics at a practical level has also been the subject of comment and has been praised 

and denounced on the basis that it is a profession. To Gandhi, it is sacred as religion. In 

Lincoln, it rises to noble heights of statesmanship. Lenin, Nehru and a galaxy of other 

great visionaries and makers and moulders of the modern world have dedicated 

themselves to politics as a profession. Of course, in its vulgar and vicious 

manifestations, this occupation has been regarded by literary giants like Dr. Johnson as 

“the last refuge of a scoundrel”. Robert Louis Stevenson has used barbed words: 

“Politics is perhaps the only profession for which no preparation is thought necessary 

(Familiar Studies of Man and Books, “Yoshida-Torajiro”). George Bernard Shaw uses 

stinging language in Major Barbara: “He knows nothing; and he thinks he knows 

everything. That points clearly to a political career. 

It is thus clear, without reference to the wealth of case-law relied on by the High Court, 

that politics has been a profession and, indeed, under modern conditions in India, 



    
 

  
 
Copyright © 2013 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                   Page | 41 
  
 

perhaps the most popular and uninhibited occupation with its perils, of course. Law 

cannot take leave of realities and, therefore, Sec. 5(a) must bear the construction that 

politics is a profession or occupation.” 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
24 http://www.hindu.com/2010/12/13/stories/2010121351441600.htm 
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6 Conclusion: 
 

Although the concept of youth engagement or public participation is not new and 

has been implemented in varied degrees in different projects across the country, 

but sustained efforts are required to ensure institutionalisation of the philosophy 

of youth engagement for all projects and in all stages of project implementation. It 

is equally important to ensure that such an engagement is constructive by design 

and leads to value add in the project. Since NeGP aims at changing fundamentally 

the way public services are delivered with youth centricity as its cornerstone, it is 

but natural that continuous citizen engagement should be first be implemented in 

NeGP projects. The following is proposed as way forward to achieve 

institutionalisation of youth engagement in e-Governance projects in India: 

Stakeholder Consultation: Although some internal stakeholder consultations 

have been undertaken by DIT, it is proposed that wider and broad based 

consultation be undertaken to refine the proposed framework and ensure its 

acceptability and implementation. To enable such consultations it is proposed that 

the proposed framework be discussed in the meetings of Council of Mission 

Leaders, State and regional consultation workshops as well as policy consultation 

meetings with various departments, ministries, industry and civil society 

representatives and interested youth. The draft consultation document would also 

be published in DIT, NeGP and all other relevant websites and publicised in social 

media as well. It is proposed that the consultation process be completed by June 

2011 and the framework be adopted and notified by August 2011. 

Creating Youth Engagement Fund: Creation of Youth Engagement fund is 

important not only for developing methodologies for youth engagement but also 

for funding the actual youth engagement pilots which will demonstrate the utility 

of the concept. It is proposed that DIT shall take the initiative in creating the fund 

by Sep 2011. 

Preparation of Engagement Toolkit: To implement the framework, it is 

proposed that a comprehensive toolkit be prepared that can act a guide for 

undertaking the engagement. The proposed toolkit would enable the implementers 
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to identify the potential methodologies and mechanisms for undertaking at 

different stages of the project. 

Pilot Youth Engagement Framework in NeGP MMPs:  In order to demonstrate 

the effectiveness of the framework, it is proposed that the framework be piloted 

for select NeGP MMPs at different stages of implementation. This would ensure 

testing of the framework as well as designing of appropriate methodologies for 

youth engagement. 
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8. Appendix A 

Meetings and Interviews 

Date: 06-06-2013 

Time: 14:34  

Duration of Discussion: 20 minutes 

Discussion : 

1. Mentor asked to focus on the use of social media to encourage youth 

participation in the policy-making process. 

2. Mentor suggested me to read the plan developed by Association of Chief 

Police Officers (ACPO) which is the decision making and policy formulating 

body of the world’s most professional police force, the UK police to involve 

young people in the process. 

3. You can meet Dr R Rajasekaran IPS presently Deputy Director National 
Crime Record Bureau. He sits in RK Puram. You can take appointment and 
go. I have briefed him. His mob no is 08800897907. Hope that helps. I will be 
reaching Delhi only on July 5th but that will be too late.  
Regards 
Rahul 
Yes youth joining politics through a competitive exam is a huge topic in itself 
worth a PhD. Don't take that as you won't be able to justify your work and 
make a mess of it. What your approach is is just right and tested in other 
countries. You can defend that. Youth in pol thru exams or thru any 
institutionalised mechanism is such an advanced concept that even better 
managed and more matured democracies like Scandinavian countries, 
australia, uk or the US have not touched it yet.  
See you in Delhi on 6th in IIT D.  
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9. Appendix B 
 

                             

     

Figure 9: Press Release of Lok Sabha 
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“The highest measure of democracy is neither the 
‘extent of freedom’ nor the ‘extent of equality’ but 

rather the highest measure of participation.” 
- A.D. Benoist 

 

 

Rakshak Foundation creates awareness domestically and internationally 
about the rights and responsibilities of citizens towards the society and 
state. Rakshak engages in and supports social and scientific research on 
public policy and social issues. 
 
 
 
 

 
     GET INSPIRED               IDENTIFY YOUR PASSION           GET INVOLVED 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Contact: 

Email: secretary@rakshakfoundation.org 
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