Every day in newspaper reports we read about road accidents all over the country. Such accidents often involve teenagers, leaving their families shattered. These reports are so frequent and common in newspapers now that most of us now ignore them. Rash driving has won India the distinction of the land with the highest recorded deaths in road accidents. 

To be able to come up with strategies to prevent the menace of road accidents, it is important that we analyze and understand their causes. It is imperative to study the causes because of the high socio economic causes of accidents. 

Key findings

· In India, 1,20,000 people die and 12,70,000 sustain serious injuries every 
year in Road Traffic Accidents.

· As per the statistics, there is one death on the Indian road every six minutes and 

this is expected to escalate to one death every three minutes by 2020

· India accounts for about 10% of road accident fatalities worldwide 
· Although India accounts for only 1% of the registered motor vehicles, it accounts for nearly 9 % of RTA deaths. 
· World Health Organization has revealed in its first ever Global Status Report on Road Safety (2009) that more people die in road accidents  in India than anywhere else in the world, including the more populous China.

·  85 % of the victims of these fatalities are men in the age  group 20-50 years. Majority of these men are the bread- winners for their families.   
