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Preface 

Rakshak Foundation was founded in 2006 by a group of concerned citizens from 

India’s elite educational institutions working in USA. It was in the manner of giving 

back in a small way to United States and India, countries that had provided them so 

much in terms of opportunities. The Foundation seeks to create an informed society, 

aware of its rights and duties, and attempts to address barriers to an equitable and 

just society. Rakshak Foundation has been submitting well researched opinions on 

various bills being considered for presentation to the Indian Parliament. Rakshak 

Foundation has been invited by the Parliamentary Committees of the Rajya Sabha 

three times in the past two years to depose before them and present their views on 

proposed Bills which would affect the whole nation once they are enacted by the 

Parliament. 

The Intern is a post graduate diploma in English Journalism from Indian Institute of 

Mass Communication, Dhenkanal who has keen interest towards Development 

Communication and the topic this project deals with is such an issue of Development 

of the mind sets required in the society with the help of effective communication for 

inspiring and uniting the youth by disseminating true knowledge about Secularism 

as a uniting tool and not diving with the help of little change in the existing education 

system in schools. The Intern has keen interest in taking up such a topic and going 

into the intricacies and coming up with a solution within the existing system. 

The Intern has tried to make an effort to use Secularism as an idea to help imbibe 

Fundamental Duties within people through education as a tool to make them 

enlightened professionals and leaders working for the greatest good of the greatest 

numbers. 
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Executive Summary 

 

The research topic dealt with in this report is basically a study on Secularism and 

the Duty of State (Fundamental Duties Article 51 (a)) in inspiring and uniting the 

people.  

Secularism, when properly understood as respect for all religions, can be applied in 

an academic environment, not to divide, but to unite and inspire people to get 

established in good habits, values, work-culture, and Self-development practices 

according to their respective religions, which are necessary for seeking peace 

within, and creating prosperity outside. The youth today seek opportunities for 

growth and employment, for infra-structure development, etc. and are not really 

interested in the country being divided in the name of secularism.  

 

Our composite culture is based on “Sarva-dharma-sambhava”, meaning ‘equal 

treatment and respect of all religions’. This is the real meaning of Secularism, in the 

language of Mahatma Gandhi, but we have misunderstood Secularism to mean 

‘negation of all religions’. To build respect for religions and in our composite culture, 

we must ensure that people are made aware of the essence of religions and our 

culture based on the ideals of tyaga and seva, and spirit of ‘oneness’ and karma-yoga, 

i.e. work as the means to attain the highest perfection. 

  

Key Findings: We have seen that 3R’s (reading, writing and arithmetic) education 

has so far failed to unite and inspire the youth. One of the main reasons could be that 

the impetus for righteous conduct, values, etc. does come from religions, particularly 

regular practice of respective time-tested self-development processes like prayers, 

self-study, reflection, etc., but in the garb of Secularism, we are denied the 

opportunity to educate and develop the youth in getting established in the habit and 

commitment for fulfilling duties and working for the good of society, and practicing 

moral and human values, ethics, unselfishness, care and concern for all, righteous 

conduct and ultimately practicing the Fundamental Duties of our Constitution. 

Leaders and people involved in our freedom struggle were by and large those who 
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were imbued with the spirit of tyaga and seva, self-sacrifice and service-orientation. 

These values are missing from the educated today. 

 

The study will revolve around how to imbibe the Fundamental Duties; specifically 

in students as imbued with commitment to values and duties, they will serve our 

nation ethically with honest systems of governance. Based on interviews, replies, 

studies and research we believe that when values are imbibed not through bookish 

knowledge but as an approach of learning through service, which takes education 

out into the community through practical activities and workshops, behavioural 

change do take place. Such education can promote social responsibility and service 

to the community. Students can engage in services like help the elderly, work in the 

hospital or a child-care centre, work as tutor for students from low income 

backgrounds, spend time with differently-able people, clean up a vacant lot to make 

a play area, etc.  

 

Recommendations: 

Introduce activities and self-development processes, including during morning 

assembly, to imbibe the Fundamental Duties, to abide by the Constitution, to love, 

respect and understand the spirit of the National Flag, the National Anthem, the 

spirit of tyaga and seva, commitment to duties, to excellence and the harmony and 

brotherhood exhibited by the people during the freedom struggle, etc. For example, 

to develop love and pride in being citizens, students in Singapore start their day by 

vocally and harmoniously declaring their pride in their country; they study how 

wars and conflicts occur and how to avoid them; every citizen is required to do 

active service in the military or on a public service project. Schools can hold regular 

workshops to explain the rich heritage of our composite culture, its worldview of 

oneness, clarity on goal of life and understanding that excellence in work when done 

for good of society leads to perfection, peace and happiness which is our common 

goal.  
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In conclusion it must be noted that elders and particularly teachers themselves must 

strive to imbibe the spirit of Fundamental duties, only then will students catch the 

inspiration for the higher duties and values. 
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Proposed Action Points 

 

To gather more information about the efficiency of value education which can 

further help in imbibing fundamental duties into students being taught in the 

schools, the intern filed an online RTI (reference no. 26504) to the Directorate of 

Education, G.N.C.T. of Delhi RTI Cell asking them two questions: 

Q1. How many government as well as private schools have NCERT value- 

education books in their curriculum? Please mention the name of the schools along 

with the photo state of their syllabus booklet. 

Q2. How many government as well as private schools make their students practice 

community service like helping elderly, tutoring children from low income 

backgrounds, a visit to orphanage and serving them, if any? Please mention the 

school name along the proof which assures that the school is involved in 

community servicing. 

The first RTI reply said that the two questions have been forwarded to eight 

schools of zone IV, V and VI. The second RTI reply said that, in government schools 

the NCERT value education book is not prescribed as such. Value education is 

given during assembly or on other occasions. In private school there may or may 

not be such books prescribed as this information is not maintained in our zonal / 

district offices. (Rule 180 DSEAR). Moral education is the part of education but the 

sought information is not available in material form. (Rule 26 RTI Act- 2006) 

 

Proposed action point could be: As there is no value education books provided in 

government school curriculum, students are being deprived of learning 

fundamental duties through value education. Therefore, the inclusion of value-

based-education system should also be present in the government as well as 

government aided schools. 
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1. Introduction 

 

"If you have religious faith, very good, you can add on secular ethics, then religious 

belief, add on it, very good. But even those people who have no interest about religion, 

okay, it's not religion, but you can train through education." 

                           - Dalai Lama 

 

1.1 Background Information 

Secularism became prominent under the British rule in India. Then religion became 

an inseparable part of politics and social life. The British government imposed 

separate laws for Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and other religious 

communities. This gave rise to divide and rule policy. 

To give freedom of religion to everyone and for equality of religion, India was 

declared a secular country. The word secular was added into the preamble by the 

42th Amendment (1976). As per this there would be equality of all religions in India, 

along with religious tolerance and respect. As per the written Constitution of India, 

India is a secular country and we as citizens of India must abide by it. Even the old 

age philosophy of oneness of religion has been mentioned in Hindu scriptures 

known as the Upanishads. The Upanishads preach ‘Sarva Dharma Samabhava’ which 

means respect for all belief systems.1 

 

There are some duties that must be performed by the democratic citizens, that is the 

reason why Constitution of India enlisted certain core duties that every citizen is 

expected to perform. These are known as Fundamental Duties. The original 

Constitution enforced on 26th January, 1950 did not mention anything about the 

duties of the citizen. It was expected that the citizens of free India would perform 

their duties willingly. But things did not go as expected. Therefore, ten Fundamental 

Duties were added in Part-IV of the Constitution under Article 51-A in the year 1976 

through the 42nd Constitutional Amendment and the 86th Constitution Amendment 

                                                           
1 http://www.mapsofindia.com/my-india/government/what-is-a-secular-india 
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Act, 2002 added one more Fundamental Duty in Article 51(A) of the Constitution of 

India. As a result, there are now 11 Fundamental Duties of the citizen of India. 

However, the Fundamental Duties are non-justifiable, it means that the violation of 

fundamental duties, i.e. the non-performance of these duties by citizens is not 

punishable.2 

The word Secularism and the Fundamental Duties are later additions to our 

constitution, and must have been added for a purpose. What was that purpose and 

are we working to achieve it? 

The paper outlines how can the idea of Secularism help imbibe the spirit of 

Fundamental Duties and empower our people to become enlightened professionals 

and leaders working for the greatest good of the greatest numbers. 

 1.1.1True Meaning of Secularism: Secularism in its simplest definition is a 

principle which advocates the separation of religion from politics (what in India we 

call dharma-nirapekshataa). The key term here is separation. On the face of it, this 

seems a simple, uncomplicated principle. But on a closer examination, it will be seen 

that it is not. 

India became a secular country in which the Indian state did not have any one state 

religion, but her people were free to follow or adopt any religion. The Constitution 

declares that every Indian citizen has a right to live with freedom and dignity in any 

part of the country. Yet in reality, many forms of exclusion and discrimination 

continue to persist. Basic freedom of a set of citizens are denied. Secularism is a first 

form of doctrine that opposes all forms of inter- religious domination. As secularism 

is opposed to all forms of institutionalised religious domination, it challenges not 

merely inter-religious but also intra-religious domination. It promotes freedom 

within religions, and equality between, as well as within, religions.  

1.1.2 Secular State: A state must not be run by the heads of any particular religion 

to make a society less ridden inter-community conflict and religious discrimination. 

                                                           
2 http://www.nios.ac.in/media/documents/SecSocSciCour/English/Lesson-16.pdf 
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A state governed directly by a priestly order is called theocratic which lack the 

separation between religious and political institutions. 

To value peace, freedom and equality, religious institutions and state institutions 

must be separated. To be truly secular, a state must not only refuse to be theocratic 

but also have no formal, legal alliance with any religion. The separation of religion-

state is however necessary but not a sufficient ingredient of a secular state. A secular 

state must be committed to principles and goals which are at least partly derived 

from non-religious sources. These ends should include peace, religious freedom, 

freedom from religiously grounded oppressions, discrimination and exclusions, as 

also inter- religious and intra- religious equality. 

1.1.3 The Western Model of Secularism: All Secular states have one thing 

common: they are neither theocratic nor do they establish a religion. However, in 

most commonly prevalent conceptions, inspired mainly by the American model, 

separation of religion and state is understood as mutual exclusion: the state will not 

intervene in the affairs of religion and, in the same manner, religion will not interfere 

in the affairs of the state. No policy of the state can have an exclusively religious 

rationale. No religious classification can be the basis of any public policy. If this 

happened there is illegitimate intrusion of religion in the state. 

Similarly, the state cannot aid any religious institution. It cannot give financial 

support to educational institutions run by religious communities. Nor can it hinder 

the activities of religious communities, as long as they are within the broad limits 

set by the law of the land. There is little scope for community-based rights or 

minority rights. Finally, this form of mainstream secularism has no place for the idea 

of state supported religious reform. 

1.1.4 The Indian Model of Secularism: Some time it is said that the Indian 

Secularism is an imitation of Western Secularism. Constitution shows that this is not 

the case. Indian secularism is fundamentally different from Western secularism. 

Indian Secularism does not focus only on church- state separation and the idea of 

inter-religious equality is crucial to the Indian conception.3 
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1.1.5 What Makes Indian Secularism Distinctive: For a start it arose in the 

context of deep religious diversity that predated the advent of Western modern 

ideas and nationalism. There was already a culture of inter-religious ‘tolerance’ in 

India. However, it is true that tolerance is compatible with religious domination. 

 Indian Secularism equally opposes the oppression of dalits and women 

within Hinduism, the discrimination against women within Indian Islam or 

Christianity, and the possible threats that a majority community might 

impose to the rights of the minority religious communities. This is its first 

important difference from mainstream western secularism. 

 Indian Secularism deals not only with religious freedom of individuals but 

also with religious freedom of minority communities. Within it, an individual 

has the right to profess the religion of his or her choice. Likewise, religious 

minorities also have a right to exist and to maintain their own culture and 

educational institutions. 

 Since a secular state must be concerned equally with intra-religious 

domination, Indian secularism has made room for and is compatible with the 

idea of state-supported religious reform. Thus, the Indian constitution bans 

untouchability. The Indian state has enacted several laws abolishing child 

marriage and lifting the taboo on inter-caste marriage sanctioned by 

Hinduism.  

 The secular character of the Indian state is established by virtue of the fact 

that it is neither theocratic nor has it established any one or multiple 

religions. Beyond that it has adopted a very sophisticated policy in pursuit 

of religious equality. This allows it either to disengage with religion in 

American style, or engage with it if required. The Indian state may engage 

with religion negatively to oppose religious tyranny. This is reflected in such 

actions as the ban on untouchability. It may also choose a positive mode of 

engagement. Thus, the Indian Constitution grants all religious minorities the 

right to establish and maintain their own educational institutions which may 

receive assistance from the state. All these complex strategies can be 

adopted by the state to promote the values of peace, freedom and equality. 
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 Thus, complexity of Indian secularism cannot be captured by the phrase 

“equal respect for all religions”. If by this phrase is meant peaceful 

coexistence of all religions or interreligious toleration, then this will not be 

enough because secularism is much more than mere peaceful coexistence or 

toleration. If this phrase mean equal feeling of respect towards all 

established religions and their practices then there is an ambiguity that 

needs clearing. Indian secularism allows for principled state intervention in 

all religions. 

 

1.1.6 Criticism of Indian Secularism: 

 Secularism is against institutionalised religious domination. This is not the 

same as being anti-religious. It clearly protects religious identity rather than 

threatens it. Of course, it does undermine some forms of religious identity: 

those, which are dogmatic, violent, fanatical, exclusivist and those, which 

foster hatred of other religions. 

 A second criticism is that secularism is linked to Christianity, that it is 

western and therefore unsuited to Indian conditions. This exactly is what has 

happened in India. India evolved a variant of secularism that is not just an 

implant from the west on Indian soil. The fact is that the secularism has both 

western and non-western origins. In the west, it was the Church-state 

separation which was central and in countries such as India, the ideas of 

peaceful co-existence of different religious communities has been important. 

 The Constitution of India says that the most fundamental interest of 

minorities must not be harmed and must be protected by constitutional law. 

Minority rights are justified as long as these rights protect their fundamental 

interests. Minority rights should not be viewed as special privileges because 

it is to treat them with the same respect and dignity with which others are 

being treated.  

 Claim that secularism is coercive and that it interferes excessively with the 

religious freedom of communities misreads Indian secularism. It is true that 

by rejecting the idea of separation as mutual exclusion, Indian secularism 
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rejects non-interference in religion. But it does not follow that it is 

excessively interventionist. Indian secularism follows the concept of 

principled distance which also allows for non-interference. Besides, the state 

must act as a facilitator by supporting liberal and democratic voices within 

every religion. 

 The argument that secularism encourages the politics of vote banks is an 

empirical claim, this is not entirely false. However, we need to put this issue 

in perspective. First, in a democracy politicians are bound to seek votes. That 

is part of their job and that is what democratic politics is largely about. To 

blame a politician for pursuing a group of people or promising to initiate a 

policy with the motivation to secure their votes is unfair. There is nothing 

wrong with the vote bank politics as such, but only with the form of vote 

bank politics that generates injustice.3 

1.1.7 Fundamental Duties: The Fundamental Duties of citizens were added to the 

Constitution by the 42nd Amendment in 1976, upon the recommendations of the 

Swaran Singh Committee. Fundamental Duties are the modernization of the 

constitution. Fundamental duties have been incorporated in the Indian Constitution 

to remind every citizen that they should not only be conscious of their rights, but 

also of their duties. We have borrowed these duties from the constitution of Japan. 

Constitutions of Japan, Yugoslavia, and Republic of China contain them. The 

Constitution of Soviet Union (USSR) also contains fundamental duties.4 

51A. Fundamental duties—it shall be the duty of every citizen of India—  

                                                           
3 The whole study of Secularism is done from the NCERT course book of Political Theory, chapter 8 titled 

'Secularism'. 

4 http://www.scribd.com/doc/136863438/The-Importance-of-Fundamental-Duties; Categories: Types, 

Research Published by: Zain Khan on Apr 19, 2013 Copyright: Attribution Non-commercial 
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(a) To abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National 

Flag and the National Anthem;  

(b) To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for 

freedom;  

(c) To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;  

(d) To defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so;  

(e) To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the 

people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional 

diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women;  

(f) To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;  

(g) To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers 

and wild life, and to have compassion for living creatures;  

(h) To develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;  

(i) To safeguard public property and to abjure violence;  

(j) To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so 

that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement;  

(k) Who is a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education to his child 

or, as the case may be, ward between the age of six and fourteen years.5 

1.1.8 Education: A way to Imbibe Fundamental Duties through the spirit of 

Secularism 

For the proper enforcement of duties, it is necessary that it should be known to all 

and for that a systematic intensive education system for the students or by publicity 

or by making it a part of the syllabi and curriculum of education. Secularism has 

become a divisive instead of uniting force and has come to mean disregard of 

                                                           
5 http://www.constitution.org/cons/india/p4a51a.html 
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spiritual evolution whereas it is our duty to promote harmony and spirit of common 

brotherhood and grow towards perfection and fulfilment in work and life. 

Value Education can be an evident area to be highlighted to imbibe Fundamental 

duties as it holds the key to real and meaningful education – that engages students 

in addressing real world challenges, issues important to humanity, and questions 

that affect them as individuals. 

The erosion of values have forced introspection and reflection in education. Values 

Education is integral to education of any kind and has been focused upon in many 

educational committee reports in India. Most recently the National Curriculum 

Framework and the Framework on Values in Schools has been brought out by 

NCERT. The idea of imparting Values Education is also closely linked with the 

educational reforms that have been introduced under the scheme of Continuous and 

Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE). 

The National Curriculum Framework (NCF), 2005 strongly promotes values like 

cooperation, respect for human rights, tolerance, justice, responsible citizenship, 

diversity, reverence towards democracy and peaceful conflict resolution. It also 

demarcates education for peace as a significant national and global issue. The 

position paper on Education for Peace has also addressed the issue of equipping 

students with the values, attitudes and skills required to live in harmony as 

responsible citizens with the goal of education for peace. Education for values will 

further equip students to make sensible choices on situations based on values of 

equality, integrity, democracy, freedom, and human rights. Thus, fulfilling the need 

of students to imbibe Fundamental Duties.6 

 

 

                                                           
6 Value Education - A Handbook for Teachers; Central Board of Secondary Education; First 

publication September 2012 
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1.2 Main Problems, their scope and impact on the society 

1.2.1 Our Problem: We talk of serving the people of our nation by providing an 

ethical and honest system of governance. We talk of schemes for welfare of the 

under privileged. We talk of team work, working together in harmony and 

cooperation with all public services, for the continued progress of people towards a 

life in which they can have a sense of self-satisfaction while leading a life free of 

wants and fear, etc. We also talk of good governance, business ethics and 

professional values. But as a nation are we walking-the-talk’? After independence 

have witnessed constant erosion of essential social, moral and spiritual values and 

an increase in cynicism at all levels. Institutions can and must strive to restore and 

sustain the universal and eternal values oriented towards unity and integration of 

people and their moral and spiritual growth enabling them to realize the ‘treasure 

within’. On the ground we see galloping selfishness, consumerism, greed, 

exploitation, and wide spread corruption. The process of elections leads to 

intimidation of voters, bribery, and illegal use of black money, corruption, violence 

and conflicts. We see how during this 2014 election the country is being divided into 

warring camps, in the name of secularism. 

Modern systems of education based on 3R's (arithmetic, reading, writing) have 

failed to create enlightened citizens who are committed to duties and are inspired 

to work in the spirit of karma-yoga, in the spirit of worship and ‘tyaga and seva’ the  

ideals enshrined in Indian culture, and so it is obvious that Training and 

Development, HRD and Professional and School Educational processes have 

somehow failed to produce ‘good’ professionals, leaders, and workers who can 

individually and collectively work to make India once again a leader in world affairs 

as it was throughout history, attracting people from across the world to partake in 

its glorious culture and for loot and plunder.7 

                                                           
7 Extract from the mentor’s notes titled,’ Suggested Project for Rakshak Foundation Secularism & the 

Duty of State for Uniting & Inspiring people (Sunil Kumar)’ 
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1.2.2 Scope for Improvement: The youth today seek opportunities for growth and 

employment, for infra-structure development, etc. and are not really interested in 

the country being divided in the name of secularism. The word Secularism and the 

Fundamental Duties are later additions to our constitution, and must have been 

added for a purpose. People are unequal, full of desires and will strive to fulfil them 

– by right or even wrong means. Therefore, one of the important issues the state 

must address is to appropriately educate and empower people and create conducive 

systems for good governance. 

Curriculum in schools have to develop key qualities like regularity, punctuality, 

cleanliness, self-control, industriousness, sense of duty, desire to serve, 

responsibility, enterprise, creativity, etc. Although not the only source, religion is a 

major source of value generation. 

1.2.3 NCERT and Value Education: None of the NCERT Books (Class 1-8) develop 

love for India and care and concern for each other. They do not help develop the 

spirit of ‘oneness’ or ‘apanapan’ with each other. They do not touch upon the 

uniqueness of Indian Culture which has learnt to adjust and adapt to all foreign 

invasions while retaining its spirit and worldview of oneness of man with man, with 

nature and with ‘Life’, (Consciousness, Spirit) that pervades all creation.  

Books mainly talks of various divisions and inequalities sati, caste, atrocities etc. but 

does not develop love for India and an understanding of our rich cultural heritage of 

composite culture (Fundamental Duties). History written by foreigners will 

naturally highlight faults, but now we should highlight that which is good and which 

can build pride in being Indians. We have a philosophy which can unite and inspires 

all people to strive together towards the highest perfection in and through our daily 

work and living. 

1.2.4 Summary of Book “Education for Values in Schools -Framework” 

(NCERT): Value Education has to be a planned effort to nurture core universal 

values held uppermost by our Constitution (Fundamental Duties) 

 Value Education must guide children to live a life based on value based 

principles which are important both in individual and collective context. 
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 Family is the prime agency but since nowadays there is a culture of nuclear 

family with both the parents working, schools have to share this 

responsibility since quality includes value nurturance. 

 Schools nowadays use framework as a template to stimulate further 

reflection and action for experiments and innovations based on their 

experiences. 

 Education is essentially a process of inculcating values to equip the students 

to lead a life that is well cherished and gratifying with a pinch of values and 

ideals of society – character development, integrated personality, life of great 

men, communities and saints exemplify values of self-discipline, survival in 

absence of material resources, simplicity, handling conflicts without 

violence, exploring simple but revolutionary ideas as mark of superior 

conduct and living.  

 National Commission of Secondary Education: the supreme body of the 

education process should be train students with character and personality in 

a way that they will be able to realize their full potentialities and contribute 

to well-being of community. 

 ‘If we exclude spiritual training we would be untrue to our whole historical 

development’. 

  ‘We have to evolve a national faith, a national way of life based on the Indian 

outlook on religion, free from dogmas, rituals and assertions’, 

 ‘Schools can and must strive to resolve and sustain the universal and eternal 

values oriented towards unity and integration of people enabling them to 

realize the treasure within’8 

1.2.5 National Curriculum Framework, 2005 (NCERT): Emphasizes education 

for peace as a national and global concern to make value education operative – to 

equip students with values and attitudes required for living in harmony with oneself 

and others as responsible citizens – the mark of an educated person is the 

                                                           
8 Education for Values in Schools – A Framework - National ... 

www.ncert.nic.in/departments/nie/depfe/Final.pd 
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willingness to use one’s knowledge and skills to solve problems of society (‘The 

Republic’, Plato) 

1.2.6 Impact on Society: Secularism is objective focused, but we also need a 

‘subjective’ focus, i.e. our daily work and interactions, our responses to every 

situation, and our spiritual practices, must lead to purification and expansion of our 

mind, so that all our thoughts-actions lead us towards ‘Perfection’. Secularism, when 

properly understood as respect for all religions, can be applied in an academic 

environment, not to divide people, but to unite and inspire people to get established 

in good habits, values, work-culture, and Self-development practices according to 

their respective religions, which are necessary for seeking peace within, and 

creating prosperity outside. 

1.2.7 Supreme Court and Secularism: 

Challenged Inclusion of Value- based Education 

Petitioners Ms. Aruna Roy and others had challenged inclusion of Value-based 

education, contained in the National Curriculum Framework for School Education 

(NCFSE) on the grounds that it violates the rubric of Secularism, which is the basic 

structure of our Constitution. The Supreme Court Judgment (12th Sept. 2002) 

dismissed the case, on the grounds, that: 

 NCFSE does not talk of imparting religious instructions as prohibited 

 It talks of value based education  

 It says students are given awareness that the essence of every ‘religion’ is 

common, only practices differ and to ensure that no prejudices or narrow 

minded perceptions are allowed, and dogmas should not be propagated in 

name of education about ‘religion’.  

 What is sought to be imparted is from Fundamental Duties, Art. 51 A. e. i.e. 

“to promote harmony and spirit of common brotherhood transcending 

religious and other diversities”   

 And to see that universal values, truth, righteous conduct, peace, love, non-

violence be the foundation of education. 
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In the understanding of the Supreme Court, Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi were 

greatest Hindus yet their entire life and teachings embodied the essence of 

secularism. Even though Vivekananda’s birthday has been declared as the ‘National 

Youth Day’, and Mahatma Gandhi is the Father of our Nation, their views and 

teachings do not form an integral part of our educational processes.  

Supported Inclusion of Value-based Education 

The Courts have stated that: 

 Let no one feel that reverent study of other religions will weaken own faith. 

Hindu system of philosophy regards all religions as containing the elements 

of truth in them and enjoins an attitude of respect and reverence towards 

them all. This of course pre-supposes regard for one’s own religion! Here 

religion is like culture; preservation of own doesn’t mean contempt for 

others but requires assimilation of the best in all.  

 Democracy can’t survive unless citizens are not only learned and intelligent 

but are also of moral character imbued with values of truth, compassion, love 

and so the learned have strongly recommend introduction of religious 

education 

 India is mostly composed of followers of one or other religion; a very small 

section is of non-believers. Bertrand Russell on teaching history to students 

says: I should not hold military conquerors to admiration. In my teaching of 

history true conquerors are those who did something to dispel (dismiss) the 

darkness within and without – Buddha, Socrates, Archimedes, Galileo, 

Newton, and all those who have helped give us mastery over ourselves or 

over nature. (They have talked about art of Living) 

 Quoting Nehru and Radhakrishnan they state that Science and Spirituality 

will be two great forces for human excellence. The end of education is Self-

knowledge. It is the spirit which is the source of all achievement, creativity, 

freedom, discipline.  

 The real basis of society must be laid in schools. 
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 Let us have a Secularist democracy where even a weak man hopes to prevail 

over a very strong man (having post, power or property) on the strength of 

rule of law by proper understanding of duties towards society.  

 Value based education is likely to help the nation fight against all kinds of 

prevailing fanaticism (dedication), ill-will, violence, dishonesty, corruption, 

exploitation and drug abuse.  

 Education to be designed to enable the learner acquire knowledge and to be 

aimed at self-discipline, courage, love for social justice, truth, righteous 

conduct, peace, non-violence which are core universal values that can be the 

foundation for value based education.  

 These high values cannot be achieved without knowledge of moral sanction 

behind it. There should not be room for narrow-mindedness, blind faith and 

dogma.  

 For this purpose if basic tenets (beliefs) of all religions are learnt it cannot be 

said that Secularism would not survive. 

 There is NO prohibition for study of religious philosophy and culture 

particularly for having value based social life in a degenerating society. Art. 

28 is against imparting religious instruction, or of performing religious 

worships   

 Art. 28 prohibits “religious instructions” but Courts have held that academic 

study of teachings and philosophy of any great saint such as Gurunanak, 

Kabir, Mahavir does not violate Art. 28. Distinction has been made between 

teachings of Rituals, ways of worship, etc. and study of essential moral and 

spiritual thoughts of religions.  

 English word ‘religion’ does not fully convey the Indian concept of religion. 

The word ‘dharma’ has a very wide meaning. One meaning is ‘moral value or 

ethics’ on which life is naturally regulated. Dharma, righteousness, truth, 

love, compassion, human virtues are elemental and fundamental.  

 This is what Hindu call Sanatana Dharma meaning religion which is 

immutable (undeniable), constant, permanent, and eternal. Religion in wide 

sense is those fundamental principles which sustain and without which life 

will not survive. In this concept of Religion or Dharma, different faiths, sects, 
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schools of thoughts are merely different ways of knowing truth, which is one. 

The various religious groups are ‘panths’ or ‘sampradayas’.  

 In Western world religious education implies religious instructions. In India 

which is wedded to secularism, religious education can mean approaching 

religions with an attitude of understanding.9 

1.3 Goals and Objectives  

The main goal and objective of the whole research is to imbibe fundamental duties 

into school children through the spirit of Secularism; not by direct method of value 

education (bookish knowledge) but by practical application of value education 

(community servicing). As direct method of imparting value education has not been 

successful fully, so the intern has come up with a model to impart fundamental 

duties into school children by practical application of value education. 

1.3.1 Direct Method of Value Education: Value -based education may be imbibed 

through direct as well as indirect methods. The direct method of imparting value 

education has not be successful fully as it is introduced as a subject which has 

become a part of education, including  textbooks and examinations etc. and the very 

purpose of value education is lost. In fact value education should not to be taught as 

a subject. Value education can only be imbibed if it is imparted indirectly and not 

forcefully, and in this ‘school’ atmosphere, personality and behaviour of the teacher 

as well as the facilities provided in the school will be significant in developing a 

sense of values among the students.  A new and practical technique should be adopt 

in order to inculcate essential values and moral training, as these are basically 

matters to be appreciated, realised and imbibed into one’s personality. Textbooks in 

language courses, viz. Hindi, English, Sanskrit etc, may be so designed as to 

contribute to the inculcation of right attitudes and interests, and the basic human 

values like compassion, honesty, tolerance etc. Language textbooks should contain 

stories providing moral knowledge and present belief in consonance with cherished 

                                                           
9 Extracts from the mentor’s notes titled, ‘Secularism & the Duty of State for Uniting & Inspiring people: 

25-5-2014 (Sunil Kumar)’ 
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values. Similarly, teaching of social sciences and natural science subjects should 

promote values and ideals of humanism and democracy. 

While teaching mathematics, examples chosen may be such as to bring in focus 

the moral or human values like respect for elders, concern for welfare of others, 

to take less profit, punctuality etc. 

 

Value based education constitutes of Fundamental Duties which can be imbibed by 

the schools through necessary activities and programs. 

Mrs. Rakhee Khosla, Training Graduate Teacher in Social Studies, Cambridge 

Foundation School, Rajouri Garden told: 

 “There is already a valued based education system under National Curriculum 

Framework for School Education (NCFSE), but value based education books are the 

most costly among all the NCERT books and are not practiced in all the schools 

under NCFSE, and even if it is practiced it is not carried out efficiently. Neither 

teachers nor students take them seriously as it is not considered an essential part of 

Curriculum. To add more these books are only sensitized to 1st standard to 8th 

standard students and not to the further classes.  

As since 9th standard students are already overburdened with so much of syllabus 

they cannot add another subject of value based education to their studies. Thus, 

halting the penetration of Value based education in schools.” 

 

1.3.2 Practical Method of Value Education:  

Value Education through Co-curricular Activities: The basic values to be promoted 

among students up to senior secondary stage may include: self-decision, self-

realisation and self-confidence. These can be achieved by adopting certain 

systematic approaches through morning assembly, yoga, meditation, debates, 

scouting etc. 

Minimum Programme for Schools: In the school environment of present day, it has 

become necessary for all schools and teachers to plan a Secondary Level 
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Values Activities: 

1. Discrimination: Debates and discussions between right and wrong. 

2. Secularism or respect for all religions: Celebration of different religious respect 

for all festivals, collecting information religions about various religions, cultural 

programmes. 

3. Service to others: Scouting and guiding, observing service days, performing 

voluntary service during disturbances, natural calamities and festivals etc. 

4. Humanism and love for mankind: Celebration of U.N. Day, Commonwealth Day, 

adopting a country and making its in-depth study. 

5. National integration: Participating in Qaumi Ekta Divas, celebration of national 

and religious festivals, making an in-depth study of other states and the cultures, 

traditions etc. of people, Organise exchange programmes with schools of other 

states or regions. 

 (By J.N. SHARMA, Education Consultant, Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, New Delhi)10 

 

1.3.3 Identification of Proper Values for School Children: In order to be specific 

in our aims of promoting values among the school going children, it is important to 

identify proper values for different stages, viz. primary, middle and secondary 

education levels. These values need to be identified keeping in view the age group 

and the level of understanding of the child. For example, it is difficult for a child at 

the primary school level to understand secularism and national integration, and 

therefore only such values have to be identified at different levels that can easily be 

understood and inculcated among the children. Keeping the age group of the 

children in mind, it is important that all values recommended below are inculcated 

through appropriate activities. 

 

 

                                                           
10 http://www.ncert.nic.in/new_ncert/ncert/publication/journals/pdf_files/value_education/value_edu-

2005/value_edu2005.pdf 
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1.3.4 Role of Teacher in Value Education: 

Objective: Man-value-education is a sacred triangle, where education is a vital 

medium to imbibe, foster and perpetuate values in man. While teaching of facts 

(sciences) makes man wise, the teaching of values makes him truly human. 

The most important element which helps in leading value based living is the dharma 

or duty which is well recognised and established in the writings of Mahatma Gandhi. 

He said that he learned from his illiterate but wise mother that all rights to be 

deserved and preserved come from duty done. 

Teachers are supposed to play a pivotal role in the value adherence among their 

students. It is believed that only teacher can make tremendous positive changes 

among his students. This belief still persists with minor changes in the society. 

Obstacle: To imbibe Fundamental duties in students at school level firstly we need 

to check relationship between awareness of and adherence to values inherent in 

Fundamental Duties among teachers teaching in primary and secondary school. 

Need: The patriotic, social, cultural, spiritual, knowledge and excellent values 

strengthens with increase in awareness of Fundamental Duties. The reason behind 

this relationship lies in the fact that without having awareness, the evaluation of 

anything is not possible. Similarly without having awareness of Fundamental Duties, 

adherence to values related to the same cannot be made possible. Valuing 

knowledge is highly essential for a teacher who is teaching adolescents of this 

modern age.  

The probable reason for this relationship may be that due to over increasing 

population and negative effect of westernization, people are not thinking seriously 

about protection and preservation of their cultural heritage. Similarly due to the rat 

race for survival of fittest, the concept of quality based development is vanishing 

from the present social context. Therefore, in order to attract the people of this very 

fundamental and important issue, it is highly essential to make the people aware of 

the Fundamental Duties. This might be the reason for having positive and significant 

relationship between these two values and awareness of the same. 
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This finding strongly advocates that Fundamental Duties must be included in the 

syllabus of teacher training courses. 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
11 http://www.aiaer.net/ejournal/vol19107/7.htm 
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2. Methodology 

The intern has undertaken an extensive literature review in regard to the research 

topic. Since the objective of the research project was to imbibe fundamental duties 

in school children with the spirit of secularism; the intern went through four main 

research papers on the inclusion of value based education in school curriculum and 

the study of secularism. As the research topic dealt with Political Science field and 

Academic Curriculum in Schools the ambit of this topic increased because both the 

issues are prevalent in this case and are equally important. The knowledge about 

one impacts the efficiency of the second. Other than literature search the intern has 

also been to field visits, interviewed the concerned people through telephonic 

interviews, face to face interviews and through mails and also conducted an opinion 

based pilot survey. The information collected through various research 

methodologies throughout the research period are as follows: 

2.1 Literature Search 

The extracts from the research papers consulted throughout the research project 

are mentioned below. 

2.1.1 Journal of Value Education January & July 2005: School as a sub-system of 

overall social organisation is expected to act as an agent of preserving and 

strengthening the social structure, and should therefore translate the value system 

of the society in terms of aims and objectives for various school programmes. 

Keeping in view the requirements of providing facilities for all-round development 

of the child, the students should imbibe the following values and the school should 

provide the necessary activities and programmes to inculcate them:  

1. Aesthetic values: Love for the fine art, dancing, painting and music as well as 

for the symmetry and beauty in nature, rhyme and rhythm in poetry etc. 

2. Spiritual values: Importance given to the soul or the spirit etc. through yoga 

and meditation. 
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3. Moral or ethical values: Values related to the code of conduct, honesty, 

integrity, discipline, self-control, self-reliance, inquiry into the good, the bad and 

the ugly aspects of human behaviour, code of conduct based on logical reasoning. 

4. Social values: Concerning the responsibilities and the contribution of the 

individual towards the society and its wellbeing. These are governed by the 

political and social philosophy and the Constitution of the country, freedom, 

socialism, secularism, democracy, national integration, international 

understanding, democratic citizenship, equality, social justice, and peace, inner 

harmony, fellow feeling, unity in the midst of diversities, civic sense, 

responsibility of citizens, camaraderie and cooperation, participation in 

community activities etc. in community activities etc.  

 

Value Education through Curricular Activities: Textbooks in language courses, 

viz. Hindi, English, Sanskrit etc, may be so designed as to contribute to the 

inculcation of right attitudes and interests, and the basic human values like 

compassion, honesty, tolerance etc. Language textbooks should contain stories 

providing moral knowledge and present belief in consonance with cherished 

values. Similarly, teaching of social sciences and natural science subjects should 

promote values and ideals of humanism and democracy. 

While teaching mathematics, examples chosen may be such as to bring in focus 

the moral or human values like respect for elders, concern for welfare of others, 

to take less profit, punctuality etc. 

Value Education through Co-curricular Activities: The basic values to be 

promoted among students up to senior secondary stage may include: self-

decision, self-realisation and self-confidence. These can be achieved by adopting 

certain systematic approaches through morning assembly, yoga, meditation, 

debates, scouting etc. 

Minimum Programme for Schools: In the school environment of present day, it 

has become necessary for all schools and teachers to plan a Secondary Level 

Values Activities: 

1. Discrimination: Debates and discussions between right and wrong. 
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2. Secularism or respect for all religions: Celebration of different religious 

respect for all festivals, collecting information religions about various religions, 

cultural programmes. 

3. Service to others: Scouting and guiding, observing service days, performing 

voluntary service during disturbances, natural calamities and festivals etc. 

4. Humanism and love for mankind: Celebration of U.N. Day, Commonwealth 

Day, adopting a country and making its in-depth study. 

5. National integration: Participating in Qaumi Ekta Divas, celebration of national 

and religious festivals, making an in-depth study of other states and the cultures, 

traditions etc. of people, Organise exchange programmes with schools of other 

states or regions. 

 (By J.N. SHARMA, Education Consultant, Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, New Delhi)12 

 

2.1.2 Do Teachers Have Relationship with Awareness of and Adherence to 

Values Inherent in Fundamental Duties: It is generally believed that teachers are 

the nation builders. Teachers are supposed to play “a pivotal role in the value 

adherence among their students. It is believed that only teacher can make 

tremendous positive changes among his students. This belief still persists with 

minor changes in the society.  

To find out the relationship between awareness of and adherence to values inherent 

in Fundamental Duties among teachers teaching in primary and secondary school 

the survey was conducted comprising 900 teachers (450 male & 450 female) 

teaching in Govt. aided and recognised primary and secondary schools located in 

urban and rural areas of Varanasi and tribal areas of Sonebhadra District. Stratified 

random sampling technique was used to collect data from 105 Govt. aided and 

recognized primary and secondary schools situated in 5 wards and 4 blocks of 

Varanasi and 4 blocks of Sonebhadra District. Following tools were used:  

(i) Fundamental Duties Awareness Questionnaires for Teachers constructed by the 

investigator; 

                                                           
12 http://www.ncert.nic.in/new_ncert/ncert/publication/journals/pdf_files/value_education/value_edu-

2005/value_edu2005.pdf 
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(ii) Values inherent in Fundamental duties questionnaire for teachers prepared by 

the investigator.  

 

Findings revealed that for male primary teachers, adherence to patriotic, social, 

cultural, spiritual, knowledge and excellence values increases with increase in 

awareness of Fundamental Duties. For primary female teachers, adherence to 

patriotic, cultural, environmental and law abiding value strengthens with increase 

in awareness of Fundamentals Duties. The reason behind this relationship lies in the 

fact that without having awareness, the evaluation of anything is not possible. 

Similarly without having awareness of Fundamental Duties, adherence to values 

related to the same cannot be made possible. Valuing knowledge is highly essential 

for a teacher who teach adolescents of this modern age of information technology. 

 

The probable reason for this relationship may be that due to over increasing 

population and negative effect of westernization, people are not thinking seriously 

about protection and preservation of their cultural heritage. Similarly due to the rat 

race for survival of fittest, the concept of quality based development is vanishing 

from the present social context. Therefore, in order to attract the people of this very 

fundamental and important issue, it is highly essential to make the people aware of 

the Fundamental Duties. This might be the reason for having positive and significant 

relationship between these two values and awareness of the same. The probable 

reason of having low relationship between social, law abiding and patriotic values 

and awareness of Fundamental Duties may be that for the adherence to these values 

awareness of Fundamental Duties is not essential as teachers have to be already 

aware of all these duties for dealing with the students, parents and society daily. 

 

The finding say that there exists significant positive relationship between 

awareness of and adherence to values inherent in Fundamental Duties which has 

proved the importance and urgency of making people specially teacher community, 

aware about Fundamental Duties, definitely which helps in the adherence of the 

values related to same. This finding strongly advocates that Fundamental Duties 

must be included in the syllabus of teacher training courses. 
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(By Prof. Kalplata Pandey, Educational Psychology, Guidance & Counselling, Value & 

Peace Education, Distance Education)13 

 

2.1.3 A Tropical Approach to Life Span Development by John W. Santrock, 

educational psychologist, McGraw-Hill Education: Researchers have found 

volunteering and community service benefit adolescents and emerging adults in a 

number of ways: 

 Their grades improved, they become more motivated and set more goals.( 

Johnsons and others, 1998; Search institute, 1995; Strage, 2004) 

 Their self-esteem improved. (Hamburg, 1997; Johnson and others, 1998) 

 They have an improved sense of being able to make a difference for other. 

(Search Institute 1995) 

 They become less alienated. (Calabrase and Schumer, 1986) 

 They increasingly reflected on society’s political organization and moral 

order. (Yates, 1995) 

 “Adolescent volunteers tend to share certain characteristics such as 

extroversion, a commitment to others and a higher degree of self-

understanding.” (Eisenberg an Morris, 2004)   

 

2.1.4 Activity Based Learning, Effectiveness of ABL under SSA (June 2007 – 

April 2008): Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, TN took this courageous step of Activity Based 

Learning Model under the leadership of M.P. Vijayakumar, Director SSA, and his 

motivated team. With support from the education department, from the teacher to 

the secretary, and the ministry. This intervention has become an example of how a 

quality programme could be introduced into the government system, within the 

existing framework. Academic year of June 2007 and April 2008 was observed to 

understand the effect of the Activity Based Learning intervention that was up-scaled 

across the state of Tamil Nadu in more than 37,000 schools. Many states have learnt 

                                                           
13 http://www.aiaer.net/ejournal/vol19107/7.htm 
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and applied the method of up-scaling and the pedagogical approach to enable the 

country to move towards providing primary school children, the classroom 

environment that would enable meaningful learning to take place, while improving 

achievement levels simultaneously. By proving a suitable environment to the school 

children following changes were observed (as explained by Amukta Mahapatra 

Director, SchoolScape, Centre for Educators, Chennai): 

1. Through Activity Based Learning, firstly democratic nature of the children, i.e. to 

feel responsible for their own learning and the concern that the classroom is most 

belonging to the children not to the government or the school. 

2. Secondly, ABL have individual, group and collective activities, it is not just normal 

classroom but all the students are treated like a group (herd) and not given any 

individual attention or group attention. 

3. Thirdly, another strength of class is the variety, variety in age groups, caste, class, 

gender, income groups. What all children learn in the society through difficulties is 

reflected in the class it is not just standard homogenize group which happens in the 

private and government schools.  

Examples:  

1. Earlier classroom cleanliness was done by somebody else or the material 

assembling was done by the teachers but now it is done by the students themselves 

and that too willingly. Thus, preserving the two Fundamental Duties to protect and 

improve the natural environment and to safeguard public property. 

2. By collective activities, they follow the Fundamental Duty to uphold and protect 

the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India. 

3. By the variety in the class, they follow the Fundamental Duty to promote harmony 

and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India transcending 

religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities and also another duty to 

value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture. 
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2.2 Field Visits 

During the whole research project the intern has undergone five field visits which 

somehow circumcenters interviewing and discussing the research projects with 

academicians.  

2.2.1 Met Mrs. Rakhee Khosla, training graduate teacher in social studies, 

Cambridge Foundation School and Dr. Teresa Khanna Mukherjee, chairperson of 

Swayam Krishi Sangam board, NGO on 6th June 2014. 

(a) In discussion with Mrs Rakhee Khosla got to know that that there is already a 

model existing in the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE) 

which educates students based on 3R’s of Reading, Writing and Arithmetic and has 

ultimately failed to unite and inspire the students. So, there is a model under NCFSE 

which introduces students with value based education. But, as valued based 

education books are the most costly among all the books it is not practiced in all the 

schools under NCFSE, and even if it is practiced it is not carried out efficiently. 

Students take it as a burden as it adds another book to their curriculum. Thus, 

making them more burdened with syllabus and books. To add more these books are 

only sensitize to 1st standard to 8th standard students and not for further classes as 

if from 9th standard students are fully imbibed with values. 

As 9th standard students are already burdened with so much of syllabus, they 

cannot take another book of value – based education so ultimately it is removed. But 

what if this service learning can take education out into the community, it can be fun 

as well as community service. Example: A visit to orphanage and sensitizing them to 

children over there from different backgrounds, help the elderly, work in the 

hospital or a child care centre, work as tutor for students from low income 

backgrounds, spend time with differently - able people or clean up a vacant lot to 

make a play area.     

(b) In discussion with Dr. Teresa Khanna got a glance about the mind set of people 

that over the years Secularism has become inter religious ‘acceptance’ instead of  

inter religious ‘tolerance’. 
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So, there is a need to change the mind set of the people and to introduce them with 

the true meaning of Secularism which says respect for all religions and freedom to 

practice every religion and Secularism as the tool to unite and not divide. 

She further explained Secularism should be a freedom to exercise one’s views and 

live life as per the religion you are comfortable in, without interference by the state 

or community at large. It has made India a unique nation which stands by its mosaic 

of different religions, despite the flare ups. 

Teaching about all religions seems to be the pragmatic way forward as it will signal 

that no one is really different, we just pray to different symbols/ gods. 

Secularism is a state of mind and a way of live. It should be imbibed in all its fullness 

by each responsible citizen. Secularism respects differences and celebrates 

sameness. Responsible citizenry can use it as a vehicle for advancing the interests of 

the Indian state. Focus on growth and development instead of being restricted by 

narrow walls. 

2.2.2 Met Prof. Kiran Seth, Padma Shri awardee and the founder of SPIC MACAY on 

19th June 2014 at the Mechanical Department of IIT Delhi on recommendation of 

Shri Sachin Bansal. He explained how music and dance can be a medium to inculcate 

the spirit of brotherhood, harmony and secularism among people. Prof Kiran Seth 

recommended music and dance to be used as a medium to imbibe spirit of 

secularism into students from a very early age. The learning of Fundamental Duties 

and the spirit of Secularism to be brought in a very natural way and not an imposed 

way. While the students are being taught every subject can leave them with some 

kind of learning. Prof. Kiran Seth explained that if a subject like physics is studied in 

depth ‘'infinity' can be achieved that is next to achieving god in your subject. 

Prof. Kiran Seth recommended a model to use main course study as well as extra 

curriculum-activities to imbibe these fundamental duties in children. 

2.2.3 Attended a session on 20th June 2014 by Shri Sunil Kumar (my mentor) which 

he delivered to teachers on Self- Development at Navodya Leadership Institute, 

Department of Human Resource Development, Department of education, Govt. of 
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India, Dadri, Uttar Pradesh and I personally interacted with all the teachers in a 

session regarding my research project. 

All the teachers were from different disciplines and from different parts of north 

India. All of them very well understood the in depth meaning of my research project 

and the true meaning of Secularism and the major idea behind my introduction with 

them. 

While our discussion on the topic to imbibe fundamental duties into people with the 

spirit of secularism all the teachers themselves came up with the innovative ideas to 

imbibe fundamental duties within school children not in a forced manner but in a 

natural and fun manner. 

A computer teacher said that once the basic needs of a human are satisfied as 

referred in Maslow’s Hierarchy Model  then there comes the hope of imbibing some 

values, the greed arises when there is less of facility. 

Eg: In a class of 30 students the institute provides with 20 computer sets, so students 

run to grab the best set and in the end 10 students are left without any computer 

sets. Therefore if there are 30 sets provided for 30 students, need satisfied therefore 

no scope of greed. 

2.2.4 Met Dr. Purnima Singh, Professor of Psychology at IIT, Delhi on 4th July 2014 

at Humanities block 5th floor of IIT Delhi. She helped me in creating a questionnaire 

to be conducted within the teachers to check their awareness on Fundamental 

Duties. She suggested me to create the questionnaire in a set of three; firstly to 

checking the awareness of school teachers about Fundamental Duties, secondly to 

gather the importance of fundamental duties in the contemporary scenario and ask 

the teachers to rate each and every fundamental duty on the five point scale on their 

understanding of importance and thirdly, to ask them till what extent are they able 

to practice them in school or classroom situation and how? 
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2.2.5 Met Dr. Amukta Mahapatra, Director, SchoolScape, Centre for Educators, 

Chennai at Indian International Centre on recommendation of Ms. Mansi Bhatia, 

Fellow Advisor at Teach For India on 7th July 2014. 

Dr. Mahapatra came up with the concept of Activity Based Learning model, Tamil 

Nadu and discussed that how the model can help imbibe fundamental duties in 

children. The notes from the discussion are: 

1. Activity Based Learning was started with a very important concept of ‘experience’ 

and ‘environment’. Children need to experience from the environment provided, 

else where will they imbibe from? Many surveys done during our research says that 

providing children with just lectures or some moral stories is not going to work, it 

is very important for a child to become democratic. Our society, family, schools have 

always been authoritarian in nature, unless children experience in their childhood 

how will they become democratic. It is more conventional for a child to become 

dictator. 

Once in a letter to Dalai Lama I wrote that, “Democracy has to be experienced only 

then India will become truly Democratic Nation. Since childhood child feels that 

classroom has the authority, family has the authority, just simply doing as they are 

told. Hence, India cannot become democratic if this continues.” Dalai Lama called me 

up and completely agreed with me on this statement. 

2. The Change in the Students and the Teachers 

Structure of ABL: Through ABL what we have done in a way has changed the 

geography of the class. Instead of the teacher being at the centre and all the time 

lecturing, we have turned around the class so that the child is in the centre. There is 

ample learning material in the class room for a child to work with and not just 

teacher as the source of learning. So now in the classroom itself the power has been 

decentralised within the teacher and the students. Children pick up the required 

material and work at it independently or small groups. Children sit in groups or 

individually and they are working and the teachers are part of them, working as 

facilitators.  
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Learning Material: To understand the concept of day and night we have a simple 

globe and the candle, we do the presentation in the midday at 12:00 noon, so now 

practically we relate the sun with the candle and globe with the earth and the 

concept is continued by the story in the narrative form and not instructional form. 

So, a big difference is in the tone in which teachers talk to children, it is 

conversational enough, and not directive or instructional. 

Effect on the Children: Children are learning from themselves and it is helping 

them to be independent and responsible for their own learning, here environment 

has played a very important role for a child’s independent learning process. An 

environment where students  can choose their learning and if one can do that then 

what more is required than just being in charge of yourself. 

Effect on the Teachers: The role of the teacher has now become deeper is the sense, 

it is not nullified but it has become deeper. Facilitating the students in learning 

instead of just shouting and policing in the class, otherwise 80% of the times 

teachers are policing or shouting at the students in the class, i.e. now teachers are 

learning with the children and helping them to learn. So, again the focus shifts from 

teaching to learning and a shift from teacher from being at the centre to the student 

being at the centre. Thus, itself decentralising the whole thing and changing the 

chemistry between the student and the children with the changing geography of the 

class.  

Effect on Student- Teacher Relation: Earlier the students used to be frightened of 

the teachers, now they are comfortable with the teacher, they go and sit next to her; 

otherwise it is considered the teacher to be superior to the students. So now there 

is no escape of the children from the teachers and even teachers have started looking 

at the students in a very different way by considering them someone they have to 

consume from. Both now enjoy to transferring their knowledge to each other.  

3. Amukta Mahapatra’s Contribution: In Tamil Nadu I was running the ABL in one 

school, Abacus School. Looking at my work and the concept of teaching, government 

invited me to start it in other schools as well. Then the government took an initiative 

itself and started ABL in some 14 schools and then they scaled it to the city schools 
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and now it is in all 37,500 state schools in Tamil Nadu. I have done in Tamil Nadu 

but from Tamil Nadu the government has further extended it up to 17 states but in 

different forms. The principle concept is that the children should be learning, there 

should be material so that the power is equally shared within the teacher and the 

student. Earlier the knowledge was only with the teacher whereas now the children 

learn from material. So now each material is like a teacher, power is shared. 

We trained the DIET (District Institute for Education Training) faculty for all the 

districts as they are responsible for teacher training in the state, we involved them 

and first trained them and then they in turn trained the teachers. All the teachers 

doing Diploma in Elementary Education and two Lakh elementary school teachers 

were trained over the year with the help of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. Today, ABL is 

successful in Karnataka, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, 

Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and many more. 

4. How to imbibe Fundamental Duties through Activity based learning? 

a) One of the form is the Democratic nature of the children, i.e. to feel responsible 

for their own learning and the concern that the classroom is most belonging to the 

children not to the government or the school. Earlier classroom cleanliness was 

done by somebody else or the material assembling was done by the teachers but 

now it is done by the students themselves and that too willingly. Thus, following a 

very basic fundamental duty to safeguard public property and to protect and 

improve the natural environment. Even the attendance is also done by the students 

themselves thus believing on them and they all prove to be honest enough. Integrity 

that we want them to have not just giving the test or SUPW, which we used to have 

earlier. 

b) ABL have individual, group and collective activities, it is not just normal 

classroom but all the students are treated like a group (herd) and not given any 

individual attention or group attention. Thus, following another fundamental duty 

to promote harmony, humanism and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all 

the people of India. We as a human play a very important and different roles in our 

life span namely as an individual, in a group and in a collective. In a country or the 
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society we are individual by ourselves, we are also member of groups like family, 

friends and then we are also the members of a collective, the idea that I am in a 

collective is also very important for the children to understand how they need to be 

a member of the group and how a group is different from collective. Collective means 

that I am a part of the nation or some political part (large). So, a thing which you can 

do as a collective at a large scale cannot do it in a small group and same goes for vice 

versa because of the different dynamics in the group and collective.  

What needs to be done if you are the member of the group, what needs to be done if 

you are the member of the collective and what needs to be done as an individual is 

done in the class because we have different activities and different ways of 

practicing it in the class? All the time Children are not just sitting in the rows and 

simply listening, sometimes they are studying individually, sometimes they are 

working in the groups and sometimes they are simply doing some fun activities 

collectively. 

c) Another strength of my class is the variety, variety in age groups, caste, class, 

gender, income groups. Thus respecting most important fundamental duty to value 

and preserve the rich heritage of our composite. All children learn in the society 

through difficulties reflected in the class and it is not just standard homogenise 

group which happens in the private and government schools. 

Due to variety in children, they are allowed to talk upon anything under the sun so 

they share communication from variety of religions. Once a nine year old child told 

me that, “I have a friend whose faith is different from mine as he has got another 

God.” The best knowledge that I could grab was that children love the differences 

but these are the differences we cannot cover up. Obviously differences are there 

but we don’t make judgements that this is better or that is better. 

Another seven year old child in New Zealand asked me, “I don’t want to sound rude 

but why are you grey?” Such a small kid who did not even know the difference 

between black, brown or grey, to him I replied that I have come from India and many 

of us have different colours and as we grow up in the hot climate and over the years 

we become dark in complexion. 
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5. Teachers and Schools are overburdened: Nowadays everything is completely 

dumped on the teachers and schools be it information dissemination on HIV AIDS, 

saving the tiger, puberty and adolescence or family planning. It has to be done in a 

suitable environment, so all this should be done by the families and should not be 

fully dependent on the schools. 

6. Beyond ABL: Children are not given any moral instructions to be great full or do 

good deeds, they are just told as narrative stories. Children then do some follow up 

work, they do some studies and all regarding the same issue. So when they do the 

follow up work it can take any grab, it is not just the ABL. 

7. Problems Faced: Monitoring formats were done for the teachers, basically to 

understand ‘why the change?” The major change we had to bring was in the 

teachers. The question they raised was ‘why do you feel we are not okay?” We have 

to help them accept that “We are not okay and we are not doing a great job.” This 

was the major difficulty in accepting but once they accepted it that they are not okay 

and it is okay to be not okay then it was easy to go ahead and work upon. It took us 

ten days to change one group and one group consisted of one or two teachers, one 

or two B.Ed. team and the DIET faculties. Wherever I go I make sure variety sustains, 

just because I feel by breaking the hierarchy and by working in a democratic way we 

can come closer to a step of imbibing Fundamental Duties. 

There were many other barriers we had to break which the teachers were holding 

in their mind. They held a model of school in their head which they had grown up 

with, it had to be re-constructed al together. 

8. The Change: We helped government to observe a local school and change the 

working pattern of children with a democratic environment. We took thirty children 

and told them that this a is our class room and as we have rules for everything from 

playing cricket to going to somebodies house, same way we have rules here also, so 

now they were eager to hear more and all the faculty of the government school was 

observing. All the children were introduced to the very first rule to talk softly. The 

second rule was that every child was given freedom to pick up anything their heart 

felt like from the material provided in the class, work with it as long as they wanted 
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to and then put it back. All the children went around quietly and they were free to 

touch, thus encouraging their freedom because all these years they have been told 

not to touch. But not now, now they were learning naturally. There was DIET faculty 

who were observing and were astonished by how independently and quietly 

children were learning, they were not ready to accept what was happening and 

blamed that all this was rehearsed beforehand. The observers were explained that 

it was the very first time when children were introduced to ABL team. And that is 

how children are, they are natural, if you let them go with some set of rules then only 

they will learn because they really want to learn. A higher level of confidence and a 

concern towards responsibility were the major changes found in the children. 

 

2.3 Surveys: During the research project, the intern conducted a pilot survey to 

collect the opinion of the people around on whether the Secularism would be in 

peril, if religion is used in national policy of education. Since it was pilot survey to 

just collect the opinion, so simple random sampling technique was used and the 

sample size was of 60 people from different disciplines such as IIT Students, media 

practitioners, academicians, IAS officers, teachers, researchers etc. 

 

2.4 Meetings and Interviews: 

Date Name Designation Institution Discussion Topic 

6th June 

2014 

Mrs. Rakhee 

Khosla 

(In personal 

interview) 

Training 

Graduate 

Teacher in 

Social Studies 

Cambridge 

Foundation 

School, Rajouri 

Garden and 

Rani Bagh 

Value - based 

education in NCERT 

curriculum is not 

taken up seriously. 

6th June 

2014 

Dr. Teresa 

Khanna 

Mukherjee 

Chairperson of 

Swayam Krishi 

Sangam 

Non-

Government 

Organisation 

Got an idea about how 

modern education 

should be rendered 
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(In personal 

Interview) 

and over the years 

whether Secularism is 

whole heartily 

‘acceptance’ or 

‘tolerance’. 

19th June 

2014 

Prof. Kiran 

Seth 

(In personal 

Interview)  

Padma Shri 

Awardee and 

Founder of SPIC 

MACAY 

Indian Institute 

of Technology, 

Delhi 

How music and dance 

can be a medium to 

inculcate the spirit of 

brotherhood, 

harmony and 

secularism among 

people. 

20th June 

2014 

Shri 

Gayanendra 

Kumar 

(In personal 

interview) 

Director of 

Navodaya 

Leadership 

Institute, Dadri 

Ministry HRD, 

Dept. of 

Education, 

Govt. of India 

Attended a session by 

Shri Sunil Kumar 

which he delivered to 

teachers on Self- 

Development and I 

personally interacted 

with all the teachers in 

a session regarding 

my project. 

4th July 

2014 

Dr. Purnima 

Singh 

(In personal 

discussion) 

Professor of 

Psychology 

IIT - Delhi Created a 

questionnaire to be 

conducted within the 

teachers to check their 

awareness on 

Fundamental Duties. 

7th July 

2014 

Dr. Amukta 

Mahapatra 

(In personal 

Interview) 

Director, School 

Scape 

Centre for 

Educators, 

Chennai 

How Activity Based 

Learning model, Tamil 

Nadu has helped 

imbibing children 



    
 

  

Copyright © 2014 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                        Page | 43  
  
 

with the Fundamental 

Duties.   

June 30th 

2014 

Shri Mukul 

Sharma  

(Telephonic 

Interview) 

A journalist, a 

writer for 

kafila.org. 

A human rights 

activist and a 

development 

professional 

who has 

worked with 

Navbharat 

Times. 

One should have firm 

belief anf practice of 

diversity. Diversity 

means neither one 

promote nor supress 

or disrespect a 

religion. Carry out in 

the day to day 

practice. And proper 

implementation of 

government policies.  

June 30th 

2014 

Smt. Madhu 

Purie Trehan 

(Through 

exchange of 

mails) 

Veteran Indian 

journalist. 

Founding 

editor of the 

leading Indian 

news magazine 

India Today. 

Hindutva as practiced 

by the BJP for political 

purposes changed 

tone concept of 

Hindusim for the 

people of India. It 

became militant. The 

true spirit of 

Hinduism is pluralism, 

no diktats, no fatwas, 

no commandments. 

The spirit of Hindusim 

is debate and 

interpret Hinduism 

individually as you see 

it. 

. 

June 30th 

and July 3 

Shri Obaid 

Siddiqui 

Professor and 

Director of AJK, 

Jamia 

University 

Educational 

institutions alone 
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(Through 

exchange of 

mails) 

Mass 

Communication 

Research 

Centre 

cannot produce better 

human beings. Here 

the society at large has 

an important role to 

play. The parents of 

the children and their 

relatives need to 

provide the moral 

education which is 

generally not 

imparted in 

educational 

institutions. 

July 1st 

2014 

Shri Dhirendra 

Singh  

(Through 

exchange of 

mails) 

(Former) Union 

Home Secretary 

Government of 

India 

The demographic 

structure also needs to 

be studied as to the 

manner in which 

secularism is to be 

approached. Thus in 

India percentages 

could be misleading 

because of the sheer 

numbers, as is the case 

with the main 

religious minority. 

July 9th 

2014 

Shri Nipun 

Vinayak 

(Through 

exchange of 

mails) 

Deputy 

Secretary, 

Cabinet 

Secretariat, GOI 

Maharashtra 

cadre IAS 

officer 

The State has a clear 

role - allow full 

religious freedom, but 

have a clear line of 

zero tolerance, where 

integrity of the 

country is concerned. 
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While the former is 

fully allowed in our 

country generally, the 

danger is in turning a 

blind eye to the latter. 

There have been some 

exceptions in our 

history, where State 

has been complicit, 

but overall, the State 

does allow religious 

freedom. 

 

2.4.1 Expert Comments: 

Expert comments are the views of the professionals on their understanding upon 

Secularism and the duty of Sate in imbibing and uniting the people. The exchange of 

the views have been through email interaction, following are the replies to the 

questions intern asked to these experts. 

1. Shri Obaid Siddiqui, Professor and Director of AJK, Mass Communication Research 

Centre, Jamia University 

First question asked by the intern: The true meaning of Secularism is generally 

misunderstood by the people of India. Secularism, when properly understood as a 

respect for all religions, freedom to practice any religion and no state religion can be 

used not to divide people but to unite and inspire people. According to you how has 

or can the true spirit of Secularism help inspire and unite the people of India? 

Reply by Shri Obaid Siddqui: Secularism has completely different meaning in the 

West from where it has come to India. Western secularists do not believe in religion 

let alone practice it. However in India even if you are a religious person you can 

claim to be a secularist. Sarv Dharm Sambhav is a centuries old belief which has now 

become a slogan. Though the majority of Indians are secular because they respect 

other religions while practicing their own our politics has become dependent on 
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caste and religion. Unless we abandon the political practices based on caste and 

religion secularism will remain in danger. 

Second question asked by the Intern: How the Government of India,executive, 

legislative and judiciary (duty of State) has or can contribute in uniting and inspiring 

the people of India? 

Reply by Shri Obaid Siddqui: As far as your second question is concerned the Indian 

State can strengthen secularism by providing equal opportunities to all the citizens 

and taking away from them the sense of deprivation which they feel most of the time. 

Third question asked by the Intern: The past 6-decades after independence have 

witnessed constant erosion of essential social, moral and spiritual values and an 

increase in cynicism at all levels. How education institutions can strive to restore 

and sustain the universal and eternal values oriented towards unity and integration 

of people and their moral and spiritual growth enabling them to realize the ‘treasure 

within’? On the ground we see galloping selfishness, consumerism, greed, 

exploitation, and wide spread corruption. The process of elections leads to 

intimidation of voters, bribery, and illegal use of black money, corruption, violence 

and conflicts. We see how during this 2014 election the country is being divided into 

warring camps, in the name of secularism. Please comment that how innovative 

ways in educational institutions can unite youth instead of dividing them on the 

name of Secularism? 

Reply by Shri Obaid Siddqui: This is a very tricky question. Of course education plays 

a major role in the mental and intellectual growth of a person but there are a number 

problems: 

1. The rate of literacy is very low in India thus a large section of our society remains 

outside the ambit of education. 

2. Our education system is obsolete to say the least thus it has to change drastically 

if we want to make good human beings out of those youth who join educational 

institutions. We need new curriculums to change the mind sets of young people and 

inculcate in them the sense of accountability, honesty and brotherhood. 
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3. Weaker sections of the society and minorities have no or very little access to 

education a result of that the youth belonging to the marginalized sections of the 

society lose the chance of interaction with the youth of majority community. This 

creates a sense of alienation in both and in the day today life they don't understand 

the problems of each other. 

4. We are still teaching the spurious history written by British historians which is 

fundamentally divisive in nature. As far as Indian historians are concerned they are 

divided in to two camps. Both right and left of the centre historians are not neutral 

and objective in their approach. They use the same material to write history but 

draw different conclusions according to their ideology.     

5. Last but not the least. Educational institutions alone cannot produce better human 

beings. Here the society at large has an important role to play. The parents of the 

children and their relatives need to provide the moral education which is generally 

not imparted in educational institutions. Kids spend more time at home than they 

spent in schools and college. Thus what they learn at home is far more important 

than what they learn in educational institutions.         

2. Shri Nipun Vinayak, Deputy Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat, GOI, Maharashtra 

cadre IAS officer 

First question asked by the Intern: The true meaning of Secularism is generally 

misunderstood by the people of India. Secularism, when properly understood as a 

respect for all religions, freedom to practice any religion and no state religion can be 

used not to divide people but to unite and inspire people. According to you how has 

or can the true spirit of Secularism help inspire and unite the people of India? 

Reply by Shri Nipun Vinayak: A) Let us not generalise whether people understand 

or misunderstand about secularism. My understanding is that 'generally speaking', 

unless people are 'misguided', they tend to not do anything that is against the spirit 

of unity of the country. There are so many other issues in the life of a common man, 

that he probably does not have time to ascribe it to some perceived discrimination. 

For any issue, let us say 80% of people are such fence sitters, who will not have an 

opinion. The 10% are fiercely nationalists. 10% are easily swayable. Thus, 
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statistically, the spirit of secularism is there always (but displayed in cricket matches 

or war situation only!). What matters at any given time is how the 80% fence sitters 

are swayed. And that depends on leadership. This leadership exists at all levels, and 

is the prime determinant, how it is channelizing people. For true spirit of secularism 

to unite people, therefore, public spirit people with good leadership abilities should 

join the public space and influence people proactively.  

B) The communal incidents seem to have increased in recent times. One stated 

factor for this is that younger, more impatient, more vocal people are now assuming 

leadership of the hardliners. This has translated into more blatant display of one's 

religion during processions etc. Even the positive spirit evident in such 

congregations is declining. Playing of DJs, even alcohol consumption in such 

festivities are examples of this trend. With increasing politicisation, the traditional 

non-political informal leadership structures are fading - these structures played an 

informal role in binding people together. In this backround perhaps, institutional 

structures which promote direct democracy such as resident welfare associations, 

area sabhas, peace committees comprising well-meaning representatives from all 

communities etc. need to be strengthened. While doing so, one has to be cautious 

that such structures do not get communalised (jat mahapanchayat in Muzaffarnagar 

triggered the riots!). The spread of communalism to rural areas also is a new 

disturbing trend, which has to be nipped in the bud. Another factor resulting in quick 

spread of communal incidents is use of social media, whose misuse has to be 

checked. 

Second question asked by the Intern: How the Government of India, executive, 

legislative and judiciary (duty of State) has or can contribute in uniting and inspiring 

the people of India? 

Reply by Shri Nipun Vinayak: The State has a clear role - allow full religious freedom, 

but have a clear line of zero tolerance, where integrity of the country is concerned. 

While the former is fully allowed in our country generally, the danger is in turning a 

blind eye to the latter. There have been some exceptions in our history, where State 

has been complicit, but overall, the State does allow religious freedom ( If possible, 

read a book  by a Tibetan monk, who has been in prison for more than 30 yrs.- Palden 
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Gyatso (Fire under the snow), where he describes how Chinese destroyed the 

Tibetan religion). The danger is that (mainly for political reasons), the State ignores 

'crossing the line'. For e.g. there have been inputs on propagation of Sikh militancy 

abroad, and open speeches are being made about Khalistan. Ignored, these have 

dangerous implications. Reservation on religious lines also will divide society 

further, and is a dangerous trend, again for political gains.  

On the executive level therefore, both at macro and micro levels, the clear message 

has to be 'iron hand dealing with any communal incident'. If that can be 

strengthened legally (Communal Bill), it can be considered, with enough checks 

against misuse of the Bill. The role of Judiciary will come if the State oversteps 

legal/constitutional provisions and becomes party to crimes. Separately, electoral 

reforms, which can curb fascist people from contending elections will be a 

sustainable solution. 

3. Smt. Madhu Purie Trehan, Veteran Indian Journalist, Founding editor of the 

leading Indian news magazine India Today 

First question asked by the Intern: The true meaning of Secularism is generally 

misunderstood by the people of India. Secularism, when properly understood as a 

respect for all religions, freedom to practice any religion and no state religion can be 

used not to divide people but to unite and inspire people. According to you how has 

or can the true spirit of Secularism help inspire and unite the people of India? 

Reply by Madhu Trehan: Right now, secularism is understood as appeasement 

policies for vote banks. This is, indeed, unfortunate. The philosophy of Rabindranath 

Tagore espoused true secularism. It should be, as you say in your question, the 

freedom to practice any religion, to unite and inspire people. Hindutva as practiced 

by the BJP for political purposes changed tone concept of Hindusim for the people 

of India. It became militant. The true spirit of Hinduism is pluralism, no diktats, no 

fatwas, no commandments. The spirit of Hindusim is debate and interpret Hinduism 

individually as you see it. 
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Second question asked by the Intern: How the Government of India, executive, 

legislative and judiciary (duty of State) has or can contribute in uniting and inspiring 

the people of India? 

Reply by Madhu Trehan: The executive, legislative and judiciary have seriously let 

down the spirit of Hinduism by passing archaic, narrow minded, decisions and 

policies to pander to vote banks. The Shah Bano case is an example. All the decisions 

they take could change India by inspiring policies that build a national character of 

a noble person like Gandhiji attempted to do. At least, he promoted an ideal. If you 

listen to his favourite hymn Vaishnav Janato, it details what makes a good human 

being. That should be our national anthem, not one that exhorts our national and 

state boundaries. 
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3. Current NGO and Government Efforts 
 

There are many NGO's and government initiatives to promote and initiate value 

based education among teachers as well as the students which are addressed in the 

Fundamental Duties, The Constitution of India. The research of the intern has been 

compiled from NGO Sakshi and Navodhya Leadership Institute, Dadri, Uttar 

Pradesh. 

3.1 NGO Name: Sakshi, Center for Information, Development and Communication, 

Defence Colony near Lajpat Nagar Metro station. 

The secret of Sakshi's success over almost two decades has been its Education Model 

which maximizes internationalization of learning, provides for the all-round 

development of a child and teaches them to be Catalysts of Positive Change. 

The three pillars of this model are:  

 "Value-based Education "curriculum  

 "Joyful Learning" method of teaching  

  "Catalysing Positive Change" 

 

Sakshi all-round "Value-Based Education" curriculum thoroughly grounds children 

in Subjects and also, Values & Life Skills, thus setting them up for success in their 

adult life. We teach children to be productive and make something of themselves, 

remain connected to their families and cultures and give back to their communities.  

Sakshi teaches through interactive ways like song, role play, drawing etc so pupils 

have fun, are engaged and truly internalize the lesson. We call this "Joyful Learning". 

It teaches a child that learning is fun and in stills not only the lesson at hand but a 

life-long instinct and desire to learn.  
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Sakshi also teaches its children to be "Catalysts of Positive Change". Whether it is a 

message of Health and Hygiene or the Importance of Girls Education, our children 

by setting an example at home or participating in Sakshi health camps or education 

public awareness drives cause positive change in their families, communities & 

society at large.  

3.2 Navodaya Leadership Institute, Dadri 

Training programme for teachers across the North India on 'Life Skills' conducted 

by Quality Education Asia’s Lead Learner. 

The Function are: 

 Focuses upon so the teachers get a better grasp on Life Skills. 

 With the help of activities teachers discovered all the aspects of co- scholastic 

areas. 

 To understand various life skills and its assessments. 

 To work separately on the activities related to Thinking, Social and 

Emotional skills.  

 Brainstorming about various tools and techniques for assessing co scholastic 

areas, attitudes and values, gender sensitivity. 
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4. Results and Discussions 
 

4.1Findings from the literature 

The intern has undergone vigorous theoretical readings and literature survey. To 

understand the first half of the research topic i.e. study of Secularism and its true 

meaning true meaning, the intern went through the NCERT course book of political 

science, chapter 8 titled ‘Secularism’ and to understand the second half of the 

research topic i.e. ‘duty of the State’ the intern consulted her coordinator Mr. Jatin 

Gupta who further explained that in the research topic ‘State’ represents to 

executive, judiciary and legislative; focusing on overall government. Therefore, 

under the duty of State comes ‘Fundamental Duties’ of citizens of India article 51 A, 

which are added to our constitution by the 42th Amendment in 1976. The intern 

collected the information on these duties from the online written constitution of 

India. After gaining the true meaning of the research title, the next step taken was 

the study about how to imbibe these fundamental duties into the people with the 

spirit of secularism. The discussions with the mentor about the same directed the 

intern to focus on the way through which the objective to imbibe the fundamental 

duty into people could be achieved. The best possible way which came forward was 

through ‘education’ as it can be used as a tool to imbibe fundamental duties into at 

least school children as they are the best target audience to grab things fast. So to 

gather more information about the same, the intern went through the National 

Curriculum Framework 2005 and the Framework on Values in Schools which has 

been introduced under the scheme of Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation 

from Value Education- A Handbook for Teachers; Central Board of Secondary 

Education. Further the intern also consulted many papers given to her by her 

mentor on ‘Supreme Court and Secularism’ in which Ms. Aruna Roy challenged the 

inclusion of Value- based education in National Curriculum Framework of School 

Education (NCFSE) on the grounds that it violates the rubric of Secularism. However, 

the Supreme Court dismissed the case on the grounds that NCFSE does not talk of 

imparting religious instructions as prohibited instead talks only about value based 

education which can help imbibe fundamental duties in school children. 
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To make this process of imbibing the duties a practical approach instead of bookish 

the intern went through two papers firstly, ‘A Tropical Approach to Life Span 

Development by John W. Santrock, educational psychologist, McGraw-Hill 

Education’ and secondly ‘Journal of Value Education January & July 2005 By J.N. 

Sharma, Education Consultant, Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan, New Delhi’ an came up 

with a self -developed model to imbibe fundamental duties with practical approach. 

Intern also did an in depth case study about Activity Based Learning, Tamil Nadu 

Model initiated by Dr. Amukta Mahapatra. Later the intern was stuck with a question 

that before imbibing fundamental duties into children firstly the research needs to 

seek whether these duties are present in teachers or not? Therefore, the intern 

studied a paper prepared by Prof. Kalplata Pandey titled ‘Do Teachers Have 

Relationship with Awareness of and Adherence to Values Inherent In Fundamental 

Duties?’   

4.2 Finding from the fields and impact on the theoretical focus of the project 

4.2.1 Findings from first field visit: The first field visit of the intern on 6th June 

2014 was planned firstly, to gather information about the Value based education not 

been taken up seriously by the NCERT curriculum from Mrs. Rakhee Khosla, TGT, 

Cambridge Foundation School and secondly, how modern education can be 

rendered in contemporary world and how over the years the understanding of 

secularism has become whole heartily ‘acceptance’ to ‘tolerance’ from Dr. Teresa 

Khanna Mukherjee. 

The intern got to know that there is a valued based education system under National 

Curriculum Framework for School Education but these books are the most costly 

among all the books and is not practiced in all the schools under NCFSE, and even if 

it is practiced it is not carried out efficiently. To add more these books are only 

sensitize to 1st standard to 8th standard students and not for further classes as if 

from 9th standard students are fully imbibed with values. 

4.2.2 Survey: During the research project, the intern conducted a pilot survey to 

collect the opinion of the people around on whether the Secularism would be in 

peril, if religion is used in national policy of education. Since it was pilot survey to 
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just collect the opinion, so simple random sampling technique was used and the 

sample size was of 60 people from different disciplines such as IIT Students, media 

practitioners, academicians, IAS officers, teachers, researchers etc. 

The questionnaire asked was: 

Q1. If basic tenets of all religions are learnt in institutes do you feel that Secularism 

would not survive? 

 Yes, it will survive 

 No, it will not survive 

 May be 

 May not be 

Q2. Is it wrong to presume that knowledge of different religions would bring 

disharmony in society? 

 Yes, it is wrong to presume 

 No, it is not wrong to presume 

 May be 

 May not be 

Q3. Do you think that knowledge of various religious philosophies is material for 

bringing communal harmony as ignorance breeds hatred because of wrong notions, 

assumption, preaching and propaganda by misguided interested persons? 

 Yes, it is a material for bringing communal harmony 

 No, it is not a material for bringing communal harmony 

 May be 

 May not be 

Q4. Do you feel that study of religions will spread Secularism? 

 Yes, it will spread Secularism 

 No, it will not spread Secularism 

 May be 
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 May not be 

Q5. Do you feel that reverent study of other religions will weaken own faith? 

 No, it will not weaken own faith 

 Yes, it will weaken own faith 

 May be 

 May not be 

*Find the feedback of the questionnaire in Appendix A on page no. 79. 

Data Analysis table of the responses received: 

If basic tenets of all religions are learnt 

in institutes do you feel that Secularism 

would not survive? 

68% people answered- Yes, Secularism 

will survive. 

Is it wrong to presume that knowledge 

of different religions would bring 

disharmony in society? 

67% people answered- Yes, it is wrong 

to presume. 

Do you think that knowledge of various 

religious philosophies is a material for 

bringing communal harmony as 

ignorance breeds hatred because of 

wrong notions, assumption, preaching 

and propaganda by misguided 

interested persons? 

70% people answered - Yes, it is a 

material for bringing communal 

harmony. 

Do you feel that study of religions will 

spread Secularism? 

52% people answered – Yes, Secularism 

will spread. 

Do you feel that the reverent study of 

other religions will weaken own faith? 

77% people answered – No, it won’t 

weaken own faith. 
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Figure 1.The pie chart depicting the feedback of pilot survey. 

Conclusion: After conducting this online pilot survey on whether Secularism would 

be in peril, if religion is used in national policy of education; the intern could come 

up with a stand that Secularism would not be in peril, if religion is used in national 

policy of education. 

 

Pie chart depicting the feedback of pilot survey.

If basic tenets of all religions are learnt in institutes Secularism would not survive.

Yes, it is wrong to presume that knowledge of different religions would bring disharmony in society.

Yes, Knowledge of various religious philosophies is a material for bringing communal harmony as
ignorance breeds hatred because of wrong notions, assumption, preaching and propaganda by
misguided interested persons.

Yes, the study of religions will spread Secularism.

Reverent study of other religions will not weaken own faith.
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4.2.3 In discussion with intern’s mentor Shri Sunil Kumar, (Former) General 

Manager PEC of India on 7th June 2014, the conversation between the intern and 

mentor came up with a need to create a Facebook webpage titled- “Secularism- For 

Diving or Uniting and Inspiring?’ on 8th June 2014, with a motive to create a buzz 

amongst the people using social media.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Secularism-For-Dividing-or-Uniting-

Inspiring/827714217257616?ref=hl 

The intern frequently kept on updating the webpage with ‘secularism quotes’ such 

as: 

“If you have religious faith, very good, you can add on secular ethics, then religious 

belief, add on it, very good. But even those people who have no interest about 

religion, okay, it's not religion, but you can train through education."- Dalai Lama 

“Secularism, when properly understood as respect for all religions, can be applied 

in an academic environment, not to divide people, but to unite and inspire people to 

get established in good habits, values, work-culture, and Self-development practices 

according to their respective religions.” 

Intern also kept on updating the page with videos on secularism such as: 

Satyamev Jayate episode on secularism and many others 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hjyagc_4q_s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xWpPSr8qpE 

https://www.youtube.com/user/AmbujaCementsltd?v=rH_V1cLuWdQ 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Secularism-For-Dividing-or-Uniting-Inspiring/827714217257616?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Secularism-For-Dividing-or-Uniting-Inspiring/827714217257616?ref=hl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hjyagc_4q_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xWpPSr8qpE
https://www.youtube.com/user/AmbujaCementsltd?v=rH_V1cLuWdQ
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Figure 2: Facebook webpage created by the intern. 

 

4.2.4 The intern met Dr. Amukta Mahapatra, Director, SchoolScape, Centre for 

Educators, Chennai at Indian International Centre on recommendation of Ms. Mansi 

Bhatia, Fellow Advisor at Teach For India on 7th July 2014. 

Dr. Mahapatra came up with the concept of Activity Based Learning model, Tamil 

Nadu and discussed that how the model can help imbibe fundamental duties in 

children: 

How to imbibe Fundamental Duties through Activity based learning? 

1. One of the form is the Democratic nature of the children, i.e. to feel responsible for 

their own learning and the concern that the classroom is most belonging to the 

children not to the government or the school. Earlier classroom cleanliness was 

done by somebody else or the material assembling was done by the teachers but 
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now it is done by the students themselves and that too willingly. Even the 

attendance is also done by the students themselves thus believing on them and they 

all prove to be honest enough. Integrity that we want them to have not just giving 

the test or SUPW, which we used to have earlier. 

2. ABL have individual, group and collective activities, it is not just normal classroom 

but all the students are treated like a group (herd) and not given any individual 

attention or group attention. We as a human play a very important and different 

roles in our life span namely as an individual, in a group and in a collective. In a 

country or the society we are individual by ourselves, we are also member of groups 

like family, friends and then we are also the members of a collective, the idea that I 

am in a collective is also very important for the children to understand how they 

need to be a member of the group and how a group is different from collective. 

Collective means that I am a part of the nation or some political part (large). So, a 

thing which you can do as a collective at a large scale cannot do it in a small group 

and same goes for vice versa because of the different dynamics in the group and 

collective.  

What needs to be done if you are the member of the group, what needs to be done if 

you are the member of the collective and what needs to be done as an individual is 

done in the class because we have different activities and different ways of 

practicing it in the class? All the time Children are not just sitting in the rows and 

simply listening, sometimes they are studying individually, sometimes they are 

working in the groups and sometimes they are simply doing some fun activities 

collectively. 

3. Another strength of my class is the variety, variety in age groups, caste, class, 

gender, income groups. What all children learn in the society through difficulties is 

reflected in the class it is not just standard homogenise group which happens in the 

private and government schools. 

Due to variety in children, they are allowed to talk upon anything under the sun so 

they share communication from variety of religions. Once a nine year old child told 

me that, “I have a friend whose faith is different from mine as he has got another 
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God.” The best knowledge that I could grab was that children love the differences 

but these are the differences we cannot cover up. Obviously differences are there 

but we don’t make judgements that this is better or that is better. 

Another seven year old child in New Zealand asked me, “I don’t want to sound rude 

but why are you grey?” Such a small kid who did not even know the difference 

between black, brown or grey, to him I replied that I have come from India and many 

of us have different colours and as we grow up in the hot climate and over the years 

we become dark in complexion. 

 

4.3 Gap analysis 

4.3.1 To spread the spirit of Secularism amongst the people the Supreme Court 

Judgment on 12th September 2002, unequivocally asserted that students should be 

given awareness that the essence of every ‘religion’ is common, only practices differ 

and to ensure that no prejudices or narrow minded perceptions are allowed, and 

dogmas should not be propagated in name of education about ‘religion’.  

So with the motive to imbibe fundamental duties within the students with the spirit 

of Secularism NCERT curriculum has value based education in its curriculum from 

1st standard to 8th standard but none of the NCERT Books (Class 1-8) develop love 

for India and care and concern for each other. They do not help develop the spirit of 

‘oneness’ or ‘apanapan’ with each other. They do not touch upon the uniqueness of 

Indian Culture which has learnt to adjust and adapt to all foreign invasions while 

retaining its spirit and worldview of oneness of man with man, with nature and with 

‘Life’, (Consciousness, Spirit) that pervades all creation.  

Books mainly talks of various divisions and inequalities sati, caste, atrocities etc. but 

does not develop love for India and an understanding of our rich cultural heritage of 

composite culture (Fundamental Duties). History written by foreigners will 

naturally highlight faults, but now we should highlight that which is good and which 

can build pride in being Indians. We have a philosophy which can unite and inspires 
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all people to strive together towards the highest perfection in and through our daily 

work and living.  

Dinanath Batra, a retired 85 years old school teacher-turned-activist and the 

founder of an organisation called Shiksha Bachao Andolan Samiti is preparing an 

education model to “Indianise” the country's education system and liberating it from 

the clutches of western education. Dinanath Batra along with 31 other members 

including Kapil Kapoor, former Pro Vice-Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru University; 

B.S. Rajput, former Vice-Chancellor of Kumaun University, and M.C. Pant, former 

Chairman of the National Institute of Open Schooling under Non-Governmental 

Education Commission would work for three years on the report to submit it to the 

government. 

Batra’s books have teachings imbibed from Mahabharata and Ramayana and in fact 

the portions of Ramayana are there (finally) in NCERT books. The books will 

introduce the education models rooted in India’s culture. It will emphasise on 

character- building and national- building with some recommended courses on 

Vedic Mathematics, Value Education and Internal Humanism.14 

4.3.2 RTI Application: To gather more information about the efficiency of value 

education being taught in the schools, the intern filed an online RTI (reference no. 

26504) to the Directorate of Education, G.N.C.T. of Delhi RTI Cell asking them two 

questions: 

Q1. How many government as well as private schools have NCERT value- education 

books in their curriculum? Please mention the name of the schools along with the 

photo state of their syllabus booklet. 

Q2. How many government as well as private schools make their students practice 

community service like helping elderly, tutoring children from low income 

backgrounds, a visit to orphanage and serving them, if any? Please mention the 

                                                           
14 http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/batras-panel-to-indianise-education/article6261562.ece 
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school name along the proof which assures that the school is involved in community 

servicing. 

*Find the scan copied of original RTI replies In Appendix A on page no. 86 

Following were the RTI replies: A letter dated as 2nd July 2014 and 18th July 2014 

say that the two questions have been forwarded to eight schools of zone IV, V and VI 

and they would be providing information to the applicant only as the record 

available in their office and would send the required information along with the 

factual and conclusive report in each of the queries separately. The added that the 

information is provided in information branch zone IV, V and VI in 35 pages and can 

be collected on the cost of Rs. 2 per page if needed. 

Another letter dated as 25th July 2014 from the Office of The Public Information 

Officer/ D.D.E. (North- East), Directorate of Education, G.N.C.T. of Delhi RTI Cell, 

Yamuna Vihar- 53 say that, in government schools the NCERT value education book 

is not prescribed as such. Value education is given during assembly or on other 

occasions. In private school there may or may not be such books prescribed as this 

information is not maintained in our zonal / district offices. (Rule 180 DSEAR). 

Moral education is the part of education but the sought information is not available 

in material form. (Rule 26 RTI Act- 2006) 

RTI replies from different schools: 

1. The RTI reply from the first school, Moti Ram Memorial Girls Sr. Sec. School, G. T. 

Road Shahdara, Delhi- 32(Zone VI) dated as 11th July 2014 : 

Ans.1 Our is the government aided school, no value education books are prescribed 

in the curriculum. 

Ans. 2 In the morning assembly students are given moral education regarding 

community services. Like help the elderly, help the needy people. 

2. The RTI reply from the second school, Gandhi Co-ed Sr. Sec. School, Brahmpuri, 

Delhi- 53 (Zone V) dated as 10th July 2014: 

Ans. 1 Our school have NCERT Value education books in our curriculum. 
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Ans. 2 Some students do the community service like helping elderly etc. voluntarily. 

3. The RTI reply from the third school, Dr. Zakhir Hussain Memorial Senior 

Secondary School, Jafrabad, Delhi- 53 (Zone V) dated as 19th July 2014: 

Ans. 1 Yes 

Ans. 2 Yes, the students have been motivated to participate in such community 

services. 

4. The RTI reply from the fourth school, Vijay Jyoti Co-ed Middle School, New Usman 

Pur, Delhi- 53(Zone IV) dated as 21st July 2014: 

Ans. 1&2 Not Applicable. As the school is the government- aided school. 

5. The RTI reply from the fifth school, Mukherjee Memorial Sr. Secondary School, G. 

T. Road Shahdara, Delhi- 32(Zone VI) 26th July 2014: 

Ans. 1&2 The point pertains to Govt. schools or private schools, but ours is a 

government aided school. As such it is not applicable to us.  

Analysis from the replies: 

This research project mainly focuses to imbibe fundamental duties in all the school 

children with the spirit of Secularism through the help of value-based-education. But 

according to most of the RTI replies value-based-education is only carried out in 

private schools and government schools and not in government- aided schools.  

Government aided schools are the education institutions that are owned by the 

private management. But the rules and regulations followed here are same as that 

of the public schools. 

The format for curriculum, study materials, syllabus, examinations, etc. for each 

class of education are done according to the government rules.  

As there is no value education books provided in government school curriculum, 

students are being deprived of learning fundamental duties through value 

education. Therefore, the inclusion of value-based-education system should also be 

present in the government as well as government aided schools. 
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5. Recommendations, Scope and Strategy for Implementation 

 

5.1 Recommendation & Scope 

My Mentor Shri Sunil Kumar’s Conclusion: Secularism, when properly 

understood as respect for all religions, can be applied in an academic environment, 

not to divide people, but to unite and inspire people to get established in good habits, 

values, work-culture, and Self-development practices according to their respective 

religions, which are necessary for seeking peace within, and creating prosperity 

outside.  

Extract from notes provided: Our composite culture is based on “Sarva-dharma-

sambhava”, meaning ‘equal treatment and respect of all religions’. This is the real 

meaning of Secularism, in the language of Mahatma Gandhi, but we have 

misunderstood Secularism to mean ‘negation of all religions’. To build respect for 

religions and in our composite culture, we must ensure that people are made aware 

of the essence of religions and our culture based on the ideals of tyaga and seva, and 

spirit of ‘oneness’ and karma-yoga, i.e. work as the means to attain the highest 

perfection.  

People involved in our freedom struggle were by and large those who were imbued 

with the spirit of tyaga and seva, self-sacrifice and service-orientation.  

We have seen that 3R’s (reading, writing and arithmetic) education has so far failed 

to unite and inspire the youth. One of the main reasons could be that the impetus for 

righteous conduct, values, etc. does come from religions and in the garb of 

Secularism, we are denied the opportunity to educate and develop the youth in 

getting established in the habit and commitment for fulfilling our duties and 

working for the good and practicing moral and human values, ethics, unselfishness, 

care and concern for all, righteous conduct and ultimately practicing our 

fundamental duties. 
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Recommendation: A Model to inculcate Fundamental Duties in the youth by 

practical approach and not by bookish knowledge 

Intern came up with an approach to use service learning to take education out into 

the community. This form of education can promote social responsibility and service 

to the community. Thus respecting a very basic fundamental duty to defend the 

country and render national service when called upon to do so. Adolescents might 

tutor, help the elderly, work in the hospital or a child care centre, work as tutor for 

students from low income background (obeying fundamental duty to strive towards 

excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity, so that the nation 

constantly rises to higher levels of Endeavour and achievement), spend time with 

differently - able people or clean up a vacant lot to make a play area (obeying 

fundamental duty to protect and improve the natural environment). 

 

Researchers have found volunteering and community service benefit adolescents 

and emerging adults in a number of ways: 

 Their grades improved, they become more motivated and set more goals.( 

Johnsons and others, 1998; Search institute, 1995; Strage, 2004) 

 Their self-esteem improved. (Hamburg, 1997; Johnson and others, 1998) 

 They have an improved sense of being able to make a difference for other. 

(Search Institute 1995) 

 They become less alienated. (Calabrase and Schumer, 1986) 

 They increasingly reflected on society’s political organization and moral 

order. (Yates, 1995) 

 

“Adolescent volunteers tend to share certain characteristics such as extroversion, a 

commitment to others and a higher degree of self-understanding.” (Eisenberg and 

Morris, 2004)   
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5.2 Flowchart (Strategy) for implementation 

Propose flowcharts for the implementation of each of the major recommendations 

stating the budget/expenditure requirement, involvement of personnel and the 

time line. 

This research project and the recommendations suggested above calls for very 

minimum or no expenditure as the implementation is more based on willingness 

and behavioural change in society rather than a financial strategy. These 

recommendations can be forward to all the schools with the consent of Mrs. Smriti 

Irani, Ministry of Human Resource and Development. As recommended idea is 

simply to involve community service as a tool in the existing education system to 

imbibe fundamental duties in the people (students) with the spirit of Secularism, it 

does not involve any funds (budget) nor would it take much time in its execution. 

Following are the strategies the intern has come up with, through which 

fundamental duties can be imbibed in the students in with the spirit of secularism: 

1. To imbibe the very first fundamental duty to abide by the Constitution and respect 

the National Flag and the National Anthem: 

 In the schools the morning assembly should constitute of National Anthem 

and National Song instead of any religious prayers (like keertan or shabad in 

Sikh schools or carols in Christian schools or Hindi prayers in Sanatan 

Dharam Schools), as in schools there are students from different religious 

backgrounds. It is very difficult for Muslim student studying in a Hindu school 

to sing prayers about prabhu instead of allah. Instead songs on good deeds, 

honesty, and humanity should be encouraged. Sensitizing students about 

religious prayers should be left as family’s duty. 

 Morning assemblies in schools should make it a practice to explain the true 

meaning of our National Anthem as most of the students sing them wrongly 

because they are not explained the meaning. Further intricacies regarding 

National Flag and National Emblem and what all the colours mean and the 

history behind how it was designed should be told. 
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 Instead of ‘Thought of the Day’ the morning assemblies should constitute of 

‘Law of the Day’ in which daily students are briefed about the persisting laws 

in The Constitution of India. 

2. To imbibe the second fundamental duty to cherish and follow the noble ideals 

which inspired our national struggle for freedom:  

 People involved in our freedom struggle were by and large those who were 

imbued with the spirit of tyaga and seva, self-sacrifice and service-

orientation, unity and integrity; which is completely missing in our current 

generation. 

 Activities such as fancy dress competition based on freedom fighters and 

sharing that specific contribution of freedom fighter in freedom struggle by 

the dressed student himself can be a fun with knowledge exercise. 

3. To imbibe the third fundamental duty to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity 

and integrity of India: 

 At school level individual, group and collective activities and projects should 

be promoted, as this further will help the students to work with unity an 

integrity when applied in real world. 

 Strength of class is the variety, variety in age groups, caste, class, gender, 

income groups. What all children learn in the society through difficulties is 

reflected in the class it is not just standard homogenize group which happens 

in the private and government schools. (As found in Amukta Mahapatra’s 

ABL Model)  

4. To imbibe the fourth fundamental duty to defend the country and render national 

service when called upon to do so: 

  Every student in Singapore starts their day by vocally and harmoniously 

declaring their pride in their country.  The wars of foreign countries are 

studied in school so that the mistakes of others are not be repeated by 

Singaporeans. After graduating, every citizen is required to do active service 

in the military. Historically, Singapore hasn’t been a warring nation, so the 
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excess manpower in the military is assigned to civil work. Again, pride is the 

outcome. 

 India can practice the same notion of active participation of citizen in military 

practices to achieve the fourth fundamental duty i.e. to defend the country 

and render national service when called upon to do so. 

5. To imbibe fifth fundamental duty to promote harmony and the spirit of common 

brotherhood amongst all people of India transcending religious, linguistic and 

regional or sectional diversities and to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity 

of women: 

 School students can tutor the low income background students and improve 

their own as well as the child’s skills and can even contribute in eradicating 

illiteracy. 

 Human barriers are not just inter-religious or inter-linguistic but also 

persists among normal and differently abled people. School students can 

perform role plays like; to enact as differently abled by blind folding and 

walking with a stick in hand, by talking to each other with sign language 

which will decrease the communication gap between people and promote 

the spirit of common brotherhood. 

 An itinerary should be organised by the schools to orphanages and old-age 

homes so that children are sensitised towards people from all backgrounds 

and socio-economic status struggling with different deficits in their lives. 

 Blood donations campaigns can be organised by the schools. 

6. To imbibe the sixth fundamental duty to value and preserve the rich heritage of 

our composite culture: 

 In every school each and every festival should be celebrated with equal 

initiative, participation, zest and enthusiasm. And also during the 

celebrations the students should be explained the reason and the story 

behind the history of the festival. 

 Every school should mandate the curriculum on empathy and cultural 

understanding.  
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7. To imbibe the seventh fundamental duty to protect and improve the natural 

environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life and to have compassion for 

living creatures: 

 An initiative of ‘Shramdan’ should be taken up in the schools and students 

should be told to participate, also students them self can come up with some 

initiative to clean the vacant area and use it as their playground. 

 Cleanliness drives and plantation drives should be done frequently in every 

school. 

 Workshops such as ‘Best out of Waste’ should be organised in which the 

students would be taught to create something useful out of waste material, 

also the process how to recycle and reuse the paper can be explained to 

students. 

8. To imbibe the eighth fundamental duty to develop the scientific temper, 

humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform: 

 The children should be aware about their Fundamental Duties, Fundamental 

Rights and Directive Principles. 

 Important workshops like Right To Information workshops should be 

carried out by the schools. 

9. To imbibe the ninth fundamental duty to safeguard public property and to abjure 

violence: 

 Students should be told how important is their class room as it is their second 

home and how important it is to keep it clean and tidy  

10. To imbibe the tenth Fundamental duty to strive towards excellence in all spheres 

of individual and collective activity, so that the nation constantly rises to higher 

levels of endeavour and achievement. 

 The excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity can be 

achieved by the students if the schools make the students practice meditation 
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and yoga to make them disciplined and increase their concentration and 

focus on studies and other achievements. 

 Students should be incentivized with ‘badge collection’, the way it is carried 

out in the schools of foreign countries. Under this the students are provided 

recognition by awarding them badges for their every achievement ( like 

helping a needy, helping an elderly, fulfilling New Year’s resolution, 

classroom clean up, great writing skills, being attentive in class, knowledge 

about current affairs etc.) which is later added in their academic grades as 

well. 
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6. Suggestions for future work 

 

Man-value-education is a sacred triangle, where education is a very important 

medium to imbibe, foster and perpetuate values in man. While teaching of facts 

(sciences) makes man wise, the teaching of values makes him truly human. 

Teachers are supposed to play a pivotal role in the value loyalty among their 

students. It is believed that only teacher can make tremendous positive changes 

among his students. This belief still persists with minor changes in the society. 

Conclusion: So, to imbibe Fundamental duties in students at school level firstly we 

need to check relationship between awareness of and adherence to values inherent 

in fundamental duties among teachers teaching in primary and secondary school. 

But due to time constrain intern could not conduct the survey among the teachers 

though the intern had prepared a questionnaire for the survey with the help of Dr. 

Purnima Singh, Professor of Psychology at IIT – Delhi. 

 The intern came up with the following questionnaire: 

The Fundamental Duties of citizens were added to the Constitution by the 42nd 

Amendment in 1976 to modernize our Constitution. Fundamental duties have been 

incorporated in the Indian Constitution to remind every citizen that they should not 

only be conscious of their rights, but also of their duties.  

I request you all to please fill this survey, to somehow help yourselves. 

Q1. Are you aware of the Fundamental Duties drafted in our constitution for every 

citizen of India to practice? If yes how many Fundamental duties are there in our 

constitution? 

a) 6 

b) 8 

c) 10 
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d) 11 

e) 12 

 

Q2. Which of the following are the Fundamental Duties drafted in the Constitution 

of India? Identify please. 

a) To abide by the Constitution and respect the National Flag and the National 

Anthem. 

b) To equality, including equality before law, prohibition of discrimination on 

grounds of religion, race, caste, gender or place of birth, and equality of opportunity 

in matters of employment, abolition of untouchability and abolition of titles. 

c) Freedom to speech and expression, assembly, association or union or 

cooperatives, movement, residence, and right to practice any profession or 

occupation. 

d) To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for 

freedom 

e) To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all people 

of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities and to 

renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women; 

f) freedom of religion, including freedom of conscience and free profession, practice, 

and propagation of religion, freedom to manage religious affairs, freedom from 

certain taxes and freedom from religious instructions in certain educational 

institutes. 

 

Q3. How important do you think each of the Fundamental Duty is in contemporary 

scenario? Please rate each on them on the five point scale on your understanding of 

importance. 

Please write 
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(1) Adjacent to the Fundamental Duty which seems Very Important to you. 

(2) Adjacent to the Fundamental Duty which seems Important to you. 

(3) Adjacent to the Fundamental Duty which seems Averagely Important to you. 

(4) Adjacent to the Fundamental Duty which seems Less Important to you. 

(5) Adjacent to the Fundamental Duty which seems Least Important to you. 

 

a) To abide by the Constitution and respect the National Flag and the National 

Anthem. (  ) 

(b) To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for 

freedom. ( ) 

(c) To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India. (  ) 

(d) To defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so. (  

) 

(e) To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all people 

of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities and to 

renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women. (  ) 

(f) To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture. (  ) 

(g) To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers 

and wild life and to have compassion for living creatures. (  ) 

(h) To develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform. 

(  ) 

(i) To safeguard public property and to abjure violence. (  ) 

(j) To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity, so 

that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of Endeavour and achievement. (  ) 
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(k) To provide opportunities for education by the parent the guardian, to his child, 

or a ward between the age group of 6-14 years as the case may be. (  ) 

 

Q4. To what extend are you able to practice them in the school or classroom 

situation and How? Please write your comments in the space provided after every 

Fundamental Duty. 

(a) To abide by the Constitution and respect the National Flag and the National 

Anthem. 

(b) To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for 

freedom. 

(c) To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India. 

(d) To defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so. 

(e) To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all people 

of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities and to 

renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women. 

(f) To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture. 

(g) To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers 

and wild life and to have compassion for living creatures. 

(h) To develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform. 

(i) To safeguard public property and to abjure violence. 

(j) To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity, so 

that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of Endeavour and achievement. 

(k) To provide opportunities for education by the parent the guardian, to his child, 

or a ward between the age group of 6-14 years as the case may be. 
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7. Conclusion  

 

While the intern was working upon the research project titled ' Secularism and the 

duty of State in inspiring and uniting the people' under the mentor-ship of Shri Sunil 

Kumar, Former(General Manager) PEC of India at IIT, Delhi; the intern interviewed 

Amukta Mahapatra, Director of SchoolScape, Tamil Nadu and the Best Teacher’s 

Award winner from ‘Lady Kalyani Sivaswami Ayyar Best Teacher Award’, 2001 and 

during the conversation she came to know that the enrolment of the first standard 

is the highest which proves that there are so many children who really want to study 

but as the standard rises the number of dropouts increases along with it, this is not 

because children don't want to study but because they are not satisfied with the 

quality of the education being provided to them.  

So excellent education, values, impetus for righteous conduct etc. come from 

religions but in the garb of Secularism, there is a denial to the opportunity to educate 

and develop the youth in getting established in the habit and commitment for 

fulfilling our duties and working for the good and practicing moral and human 

values, ethics, unselfishness, care and concern for all, righteous conduct and 

ultimately practicing our fundamental duties. 

By this research project the intern is looking forward to contribute in the same and 

make her best effort in every possible way to achieve the goal. The intern completely 

believe that excellent education with a practical approach (through community 

service) is the only way to imbibe fundamental duties in the people with the spirit 

of Secularism. 
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9. Appendix A 
 

 

The response received was: 

Timesta
mp 

If basic 
tenets of 
all 
religions 
are learnt 
in 
institutes 
do you 
feel that 
Secularis
m would 
not 
survive? 

Is it 
wrong to 
presume 
that 
knowledg
e of 
different 
religions 
would 
bring 
disharmo
ny in 
society? 

Do you 
think that 
knowledg
e of 
various 
religious 
philosophi
es is 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 
as 
ignorance 
breeds 
hatred 
because 
of wrong 
notions, 
assumptio
n, 
preaching 
and 
propagan
da by 
misguided 
interested 
persons? 

Do you 
feel that 
study of 
religions 
will spread 
Secularis
m? 

Do you 
feel 
that 
revere
nt 
study 
of 
other 
religio
ns will 
weake
n own 
faith? Name Age Profession 

6/9/2014 
14:41:43 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Venkatesh 21 student 

6/9/2014 
14:48:36 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

No, it is 
not wrong 
to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

Yes, it 
will 
weake
n own 
faith Manpreet 21 Student 

6/9/2014 
14:48:42 

No, It will 
not 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume May be May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Divya Ahuja 18 Student 
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6/9/2014 
14:50:45 May be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Pooja 22 student 

6/9/2014 
15:02:52 

May not 
be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

Yes, it 
will 
weake
n own 
faith Sneha 20 Student 

6/9/2014 
15:08:14 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Rohit Mittal 21 Student  

6/9/2014 
15:11:17 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

No, it is 
not wrong 
to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

May 
be 

Dhruv 
Grover 19 Student 

6/9/2014 
15:38:33 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Apoorva  23  

6/9/2014 
15:43:06 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

RUTTALA 
VEERA 
VENKATA 
VINAY 
KUMAR 21 STUDENT 

6/9/2014 
15:47:20 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Surbhi 21 Student 

6/9/2014 
15:55:26 

May not 
be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony May be 

May 
be 

Harshvardh
an 21 Student 

6/9/2014 
16:24:15 

Yes, it 
will 
survive May be 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Saloni Goel 19 Student 

6/9/2014 
16:27:03 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Aditya 22 Student 
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communal 
harmony 

6/9/2014 
16:36:57 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Ishita Arora 22 Engineer  

6/9/2014 
16:43:20 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Manish 
Sain 26 Journalist 

6/9/2014 
16:46:19 May be May be 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

May not 
be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Abhijeet 
Pandey 21 Student 

6/9/2014 
16:46:32 May be May be 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

May not 
be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Abhijeet 
Pandey 21 Student 

6/9/2014 
16:55:52 May be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith AGD 18 Student 

6/9/2014 
17:00:23 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Preeti 
Kumari 21 Student 

6/9/2014 
17:03:00 May be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Shikha 
Nehra 22 Researcher 

6/9/2014 
17:04:46 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Deeksha 21 

Social 
Media 
Eexcutive 

6/9/2014 
17:04:56 

No, It will 
not 
survive 

No, it is 
not wrong 
to 
presume 

No, it is 
not a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

May 
be 

Gandhar 
dhingra 17 Student 
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6/9/2014 
17:10:04 

No, It will 
not 
survive 

No, it is 
not wrong 
to 
presume 

No, it is 
not a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Renu  50 teacher 

6/9/2014 
17:11:16 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

May not 
be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Kartik 
Pahwa 22 Student 

6/9/2014 
17:22:52 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

No, it is 
not wrong 
to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

May not 
be 

May 
be Partha 23 Job Holder 

6/9/2014 
17:27:48 May be 

No, it is 
not wrong 
to 
presume May be 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Annu 23 Media 

6/9/2014 
17:44:08 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

No, it is 
not wrong 
to 
presume 

No, it is 
not a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

shadab 
ahmad 
moizee 21 journalist 

6/9/2014 
18:33:25 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith phani srikar 20 student 

6/9/2014 
19:07:26 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith SARTHAK 22 STUDENT 

6/9/2014 
19:13:02 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

No, it is 
not wrong 
to 
presume 

No, it is 
not a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Kamaljit 

57 
yrs teacher 

6/9/2014 
19:25:38 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Rhea 
Yadav 19 Student 

6/9/2014 
19:26:08 

May not 
be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 

Yes, it will 
spread 

No, it 
will not 
weake

Ashish 
Jayaswal 19 Student 
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bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Secularis
m 

n own 
faith 

6/9/2014 
19:38:35 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

Yes, it 
will 
weake
n own 
faith 

Pranav 
Vaidya 98 Retd. IAS 

6/9/2014 
19:38:50 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Anmol 20 

student- 
undergradu
ate 

6/9/2014 
20:09:38 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume May be May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Anisha 
Bhattachary
a 23 student 

6/9/2014 
20:12:11 

May not 
be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume May be May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith aakash dua 19 student 

6/9/2014 
20:12:34 

May not 
be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume May be May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith aakash dua 19 student 

6/9/2014 
20:12:53 

May not 
be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume May be May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith aakash dua 19 student 

6/9/2014 
20:34:00 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

May not 
be May be 

May 
be 

Anithasree 
A 19 Student 

6/9/2014 
20:56:35 May be May be 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony May be 

May 
be 

NITIN 
GARG 21 STUDENT 

6/9/2014 
21:43:39 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Nanda 
Khanna 

52 
yrs Teacher 

6/9/2014 
21:54:19 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Bhanu 
Pratap 
Singh 21 Student 
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6/9/2014 
22:06:41 May be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Savita  51 business  

6/9/2014 
22:16:43 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume May be May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Raj 
Shekhar 20 Student 

6/9/2014 
22:40:18 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume May be 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

May 
be Piyush 21 Student 

6/9/2014 
23:17:10 

Yes, it 
will 
survive May be 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

Yes, it 
will 
weake
n own 
faith 

akshay 
girotra 18 student 

6/9/2014 
23:17:25 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

samarth 
mahajan  19 student  

6/9/2014 
23:21:42 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

May 
be Ruche 19 

student(b.a
rch) 

6/9/2014 
23:22:25 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

samarth 
mahajan  19 student  

6/10/201
4 8:57:19 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

No, it is 
not wrong 
to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith akshit johri 21 student 

6/10/201
4 

11:41:41 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Rakhee 
Khosla 43 Teacher 

6/10/201
4 

12:01:00 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

May not 
be 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Srishti 21 Journalist 
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6/10/201
4 

12:57:02 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Uma 
Gandhi 50 teacher 

6/10/201
4 

16:29:45 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

AKSHAT 
CHOPRA 20 STUDENT 

6/11/201
4 9:14:15 

No, It will 
not 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

No, it will 
not spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Garima 
rawal 19 student 

6/11/201
4 

10:51:59 May be 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume May be 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Sheena 
marwaha 19 student 

6/11/201
4 

11:33:06 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

No, it is 
not a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

May 
be Jatin Gupta 26 Student 

6/12/201
4 

16:01:47 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume May be May be 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith Varsha  22 student 

6/17/201
4 

12:28:18 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

Abhishek 
Pidaparthi 20 student 

7/9/2014 
14:08:05 

Yes, it 
will 
survive 

Yes, it is 
wrong to 
presume 

Yes, it is a 
material 
for 
bringing 
communal 
harmony 

Yes, it will 
spread 
Secularis
m 

No, it 
will not 
weake
n own 
faith 

obaid 
siddiqui 57 teaching 
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Figure 3: RTI Reply 1, page 1 
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Figure 4: RTI Reply 1, page 2 
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Figure 5: RTI Reply 2 

  



    
 

  

Copyright © 2014 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                        Page | 89  
  
 

 

Figure 6: RTI Reply 3 
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Figure 7: RTI Reply 4 
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Figure 8: RTI Reply 5 
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Figure 9: RTI Reply 6 
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Figure 10: RTI Reply 7 
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Figure 11: RTI Reply 8 
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“The highest measure of democracy is neither the 

‘extent of freedom’ nor the ‘extent of equality’ but 

rather the highest measure of participation.” 

- A.D. Benoist 

 

Rakshak Foundation creates awareness domestically and internationally 

about the rights and responsibilities of citizens towards the society and 

state. Rakshak engages in and supports social and scientific research on 

public policy and social issues. 

 

 

     GET INSPIRED               IDENTIFY YOUR PASSION           GET INVOLVED 

 

Email: secretary@rakshakfoundation.org 

Website: www.rakshakfoundation.org 

 

Disclaimer: This report is an outcome of a student project and the content of this report represents the views of its author. 

Neither the report nor any of its parts represent the views of  Rakshak Foundation and/or any of its affiliates and officials in 

any capacity whatsoever. The figures and facts used in the report are only suggestive and cannot be used to initiate any legal 

proceedings against any person or organization. However, the author shall be extremely grateful to acknowledge any 

inaccuracies in the report brought to author’s notice. Please email your suggestions/concerns to:  hr@rakshakfoundation.org] 

mailto:hr@rakshakfoundation.org

