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Executive Summary:  

This project deals with increasing the youth voter turnout in India. A democracy is 
a form self governance. It is democracy “government of the people, by the people 
and for the people.” Without the participation of the citizens a democracy would 
fall apart. India is the world’s largest democracy. But on the voter turnout ranking 
it is rated 141st, with only 28 countries below it. If we compare it with the 
countries in Asia, India fares no better. The average voter turnout rate in the 
continent is 74% while that in India is 59.3 % as recorded in 2001 survey. [1] 

In India we find that despite adoption of a liberal democratic polity after 
independence, communities and collective identities have remained powerful and 
continue to claim recognition. [2] Caste and religion are two factors that people 
focus on more than the worthiness and credentials of the candidates. The Indian 
youth is more educated and politically aware than the previous generation. This 
makes their criteria for electing a candidate drastically different. Youth also form a 
huge chunk of population. These two facts make it imperative that the youth 
should vote. 

The goal of this project is to make India a voter friendly country with aware voters. 
It is to design a campaign by looking at various success stories across all the states 
and also in different countries in the world. Another aspect is to ensure that those 
who vote are aware enough to choose a candidate who is worthy. 

The scope of this project is to get better governance into India. If voters are made 
aware and they participate in elections there is a good chance that the candidates 
elected will do justice to their posts. Secondly this project aims to make the 
politicians more accountable to their constituent voters. The third aim is to 
improve the projected image of the government in the public eye. 

The recommendations that I have suggested start with modifying the school 
curriculum and establishing school senates so as to inculcate the habit of voting in 
children. Secondly I have suggested establishments of voter awareness cells in all 
youth organisations. Thirdly I have asked for voter rolls to be read out in 
Panchayats. Fourthly I have recommended the use of social and e- media to reach 
out to the voters. Lastly my recommendation is centred on increasing the 
transparency and accountability of the candidates. 

 

Key findings  

1) The problems that have induced such a low voter turnout 
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2) What factors when brought into play can reverse the above 
3) The code of conduct prescribed by the E.C.I 
4) What efforts the government are making to increase voter turnout 
5) How other countries are dealing with their low voter turnout. 
 

 

 

1. Introduction  

1.1 Background Information 

. Democracy is for the people and by the people. It is a regime where rule is 
determined by the people. The rule of people involves voting on various decisions 
either directly or indirectly through representatives. In India, we have the 
parliamentary system of government. It follows a federal structure with the 
country consisting of 28 constituent states. In addition, there are six union 
territories administered centrally and the National Capital Region of Delhi. 

The work of the government is distributed between a central government and a 
state government in every state. In addition to this, at a city level we have the 
mayor and the nagar pallika. Every one of these representatives is chosen by the 
citizens. By exercising the right to vote, a citizen chooses who will govern them for 
the next 5 years. The importance of voting in a democracy cannot be understated. 
 The power of voting is the power of change. It is every citizen’s civic duty to vote 
according to the Indian constitution.  In India all adults above the age of 18 can 
exercise the right to vote 
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Figure 3: Voter turnout (%) in general elections of India. Data courtesy 
Institute for democracy and electoral Assistance 

As we can see from the above data the voting trend in India has been far from 
encouraging. The highest voter turnout ever recorded was 63.75 % in the year 
1957. The present turnout is at 58.13 %. [3]The same kind of trend is occurring in 
the state elections as well. Most states have seen a decrease in their voter turnouts. 
This has prompted the Election Commission of India to take measures to buoy the 
turnouts up. 
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Figure 4: Voter turnout (%) in India during 2004 and 2009 elections data 
courtesy the Election Commission of India 
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Why is the decrease in number of voters an important issue? It is so because the Indian 
democracy is based on three pillars, the legislature the judiciary and the executive. The 
legislature is the body that we as citizens elect. When a citizen doesn’t vote he/she is 
refusing to participate in the democracy. In the past few elections the winning 
candidates are not getting even 50% of the votes. So if only 50% of the citizens are 
voting, it implies that the candidate is being supported by less than one fourth of the 
population in that particular constituency. 

We say that democracy is the rule of the majority, but this definition becomes void if 
people don’t vote. A candidate elected by only 20% of the people will make policies 
which favour only those 20%.This will adversely affect the running of the constituency 
and the government. 

   

If we look at this table and then take a glance at the graph above we can see that many 
winners have only got the support of 10-30% people in their respective constituencies 
and thus in no way do they represent the majority. 

Table 2: Winning Candidates analysis over total votes polled Election Commission of India. 
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Now that we have since the impact decrease in voter turnout has, let us look at the 
causes for voter apathy. 

 
1.2 Main Problems, their scope and impact on the society  
 
Reasons for voter apathy 

The population of India as on 2011 was 1,210,193,422. [4]Out of this about one 
fifth are between 15-24 years. Approximately 240 million people, their importance 
is undeniable in the running of a country. Contrasting their demographic 
importance Vis a vis political opinions is the revelation of the fact that the youth as 
a political community has not emerged. On various parameters the younger 
generation is still guided and follows the older generation. In politics there is 
nothing to unite or hold the youth vote bank. In other words the political choices of 
the youth are determined by factors other than age, caste and class. Analyses of 
voting pattern in various studies have shown that the youth do not have leanings 
towards any political party. 

 Locality, class and level of education and gender intersect with the variable of age 
creating a matrix which reflects diversity rather than uniformity of thought and 
action within the category of youth. In certain issues the youth can be further 
divided into two age segments, the younger group from 18-25 and the older from 
26 to 33. 

Gender also matters.  While education and exposure to media has helped to a 
limited extent, in making women more opinionated there is still a huge divide. Far 
less woman as compared to the young men take part in demonstrations or 
protests. Though a number of women have political aspirations it is less compared 

Figure 5 : Turnout in General elections Courtesy Lokniti 
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to the men. Pondicherry had the highest number of women electors. 51.84. This is 
about 4% higher than the national average. 

Factors which influence youth are different from that of the older generation.  First 
time voters are influenced by the political discussions n their household. There is 
positive correlation between the youngster voting if his/ her family has been 
politically aware and regularly participates in voting. The political awareness of 
youth is dependent on their household, education and the exposure towards media 
to a very large extent. Till now in many rural societies the household has a decision 
maker, generally the oldest male in the family. The dependents in the family obey 
the rules set by the head. This trend occurs during voting also. As yet of 
independent political thinking amongst youth has not developed. 

Other factors that influence youth politically are the socio economic background 
that they are from. Those who are well off and satisfied with their lot, as in the case 
of many urban youth do not see a necessity to vote. On the other hand rural 
population in India wants a change to occur in their lifestyle and they see voting as 
a mean to assert their right. 

Figure 6: Turnout in rural and urban constituencies, Courtesy Lokniti 

Many reasons contribute to voter apathy amongst youth. The main reason is the 
marginal utility of their vote. They believe that the marginal cost of voting is more 
than the marginal utility of their vote. The voter is contributing his time and effort 
to vote and he expects a return for his investments.  

Many citizens feel that their vote will not make a difference. According to a survey 
conducted by CSDS,   9.5 % [5] of those who did not vote said they did not have a 
good choice. The political system has two major national level parties, and each 
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state has a few powerful parties.  Power passes from one party to another but no 
visible change in governance occurs.  To a voter, choosing between two candidates   
is difficult, as in his eyes there is no difference.   

To a common man in India, politicians are corrupt, lazy, inefficient and 
unreachable. Since the politicians once elected are not accountable to the public, 
people feel that voting does not make any difference. I.e. their vote has zero 
marginal utility. The lack of good choices often deters voters. They prefer not to 
vote rather than choosing between two evils. Criminalisation of politics is one 
issue that people have a major problem. Candidates with criminal record should 
not be allowed to contest election is the popular opinion of many. 

 Secondly people feel that one vote will not make a difference. One vote out of 
many will have no effect or change the course of the elections. They believe it is too 
bothersome to go out and vote if firstly the candidates that are standing are not 
good and worthy of contesting. And secondly if their vote is lost and doesn’t sway 
the results 

Getting the Electoral Photo Id Card is another hindrance for many voters. Out of 
those surveyed 27 % [6] did not vote because they did not have a voter ID card. 
The process of getting the voter ID card in India is long and cumbersome. The 
procedure to apply for the voter ID card in India is as follows. 

To apply for voter ID card, or includes one’s name in voter ID card list, ones need 
to fill up the required form and submit it at the constituent assembly’s ERO office. 
If one is applying for voters ID card for the first time, one needs to fill form 6. If any 
corrections are to be made in an existing voter ID card, one needs to fill form 8. If 
one is seeking deletion of one’s name from an electoral list, one needs to fill form 7. 

The documents that are required are proof of your address and age. These 
documents can include Income Tax Assessment Order / Driving License/ 
Passport/Applicants Ration Card. Latest Gas/Electricity/Telephone/Water 
Connection Bill in the name of the applicant or his/her parents/guardians.  

Various camps are organised in constituencies but proper publicity for the same is 
lacking. On talking to people I found out that the camps are organised at such times 
and places where it is tough for an average working class man to go. Also the 
officials in charge of the camp are not very efficient or polite. Citizens in 
municipalities like Bangalore are served by Assistant Electoral Registration 
Officers at every Revenue Department’s sub-division offices and by Electoral 
Registration Officers at the Revenue Department’s Division offices. Voter 
registration forms are accepted during regular office work timings, Monday-
Saturday. This deters people from getting their ID card made 

Another problem that I found out was that the forms tend to get lost or mixed up. 
The forms are transferred from the camps to the District Electoral’s office for 
verification. During the transfer, some forms get lost or misplaced and in some 
forms the photos get de attached. Reattaching the photo can cause a mix up.  
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In November 2003 an exercise was conducted in the state of Rajasthan to correct 
electoral rolls. In the State of Rajasthan alone, over 7 Lakh entries were corrected. 
Over three Lakh ninety thousand names were added and over three Lakh seven 
thousand names were deleted, in a speedily conducted exercise. [7] The election 
commission has a detailed and seemingly comprehensive set of instructions to 
periodically revise and verify electoral rolls. Despite this, surveys conducted by 
organizations engaged in electoral reform like LokSatta in Andhra Pradesh and the 
Association for Democratic reforms from Ahmedabad have estimated incorrect 
entries in electoral rolls to be as high as 30-40 % in urban areas, and 15-20% in 
rural areas. Finally when the rolls reach the District Electoral’s Office they are 
uploaded on the computer.  Even then continuous updation is not done and this 
causes trouble people looking at the status of their voter ID card. 

During elections the long lines and difficulty in reaching the polling station hinders 
voters. Many times the names are missing from the electoral rolls. In brief we can 
sum up the problems as given in the following table 

 

 

 

Summing up the reasons for voter apathy 
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1.3. Goals and Objectives:  

The main aim of the project is to target the youth voters and bring about an increase in 
their voter turnout.  To start with one has to identify the problem. Why is the youth 
voter turnout so important?  About 40% of the country is in the age group of 18-30 and 
that is a huge number. According to the Shri Umesh Sinha (CEO of Uttar Pradesh) “Aaj 
ki yuva peedhi jaatwaad aur dharm ke aadhar pe apne netaon ko nahin chunati, woh 
unki capability dekh kar vote deti hai.” I.e., it’s extremely important to enhance youth 
participation to decrease politics based on religion and caste. Also owing to their 
demographic dimensions the youth has to vote to ensure proper functioning of the 
democracy. 

The second question that arose was why does the youth not vote? This question led to 
many others such as what factors influence the youth. In the course of answering the 
two questions I discovered that the society in which a youngster lives influences his 
decision to vote. So instead of focusing on youth I looked at the average voter turnout 
in India. 

After identifying the problems, I moved on to trying to find a solution. For that I looked 
at other countries which are witnessing a low voter turnout and how they are trying to 
combat it. Various countries like Australia and Belgium have implemented compulsory 
voting.  What was the outcome of this and whether it can be implemented in India is a 
part of this research. The north eastern states in India have a high voter turnout in 
comparison to the other states. A part of this paper focuses on that as well.   

Among the problems that were identified were the criminalisation of politics, low 
voter interest and awareness in politics and the difficulty in getting a voter ID card 
made.  Hence I will be looking at the impact of various Ad campaigns in previous 
years by political and private parties urging citizens to come out and vote the role 
of media and electoral reforms to increase accountability of politicians. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

  
 
Copyright © 2012 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                        Page | 15  
  
 

 

 

 

 

2. Methodology: 

2.1 Literature Surveys  

Since the subject was a new one for me, and completely unfamiliar I needed to do 
background research on the topic. For that I read newspaper articles and various 
papers relating to the topic.  I got to know about the initiatives taken by the 
Election Commission of India to increase the voter turnout and various 
programmes that were targeting the youth voter.  

The papers that I read explained reasons for voter apathy and what factor 
influence voters. Researches done in various other countries helped me get an idea 
of how they were trying to increase the voter turnout. After looking at the 
theoretical aspect of my project I went out for field visits to look at the 
implementation and effectiveness of the schemes proposed by the E.C.I. 

Once I had done my field visits and surveys, I formed a list of questions and tried to 
find the answers to them by doing literature survey.   

2.2. Field Visits  

Literature survey left me with a lot of doubts regarding the implementation and 
effectiveness of schemes. I wanted to look at how the government official’s work, 
what anomalies occur at the ground level and how one can go about solving them. 

While reading I realised that various factor come into play while influencing the 
voter. For that I went to meet representatives of media, of bureaucracy and the 
candidates standing for elections.  

2.3. Surveys: 

The field visits and the literature review of the topic gave me a second hand insight 
on the political awareness of youth. I wanted to know what prevented them from 
voting and what factor influenced their vote. For that I did the survey.  

2.4 Meetings and Interview: 

I met my mentor once before the starting of the project. She introduced me to the 
topic and suggested some reading material. She informed me on various schemes 
that I could read up on. She has been guiding me and answering my doubts with 
great patience.  Whenever I have faced a problem she has helped me out. For that I 
am extremely grateful to her.   



    

  
 
Copyright © 2012 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                        Page | 16  
  
 

She has introduced me to officials such as Mr. Vinod Zutschi (Deputy Election 
Commissioner, ECI), Akshay Raut (Director General, ECI), Dr. Bhagabanprakash 
(Senior Advisor, ECI). They gave me an entirely new perspective on my project and 
made me approach it in a different way. I would like to thank them and Ma’am, for 
giving me this opportunity to interact with such high ranked officials.  

 

 

 

Date Name Designation  Institution Topic of 
Discussion 

18th May 2012 Shri. Shailendra 
Singh 

District 
Magistrate 

Kanpur 
Nagar 

SVEEP activities in 
Kanpur 

19th  May 
2012 

 District 
Electoral 
Officer 

Kanpur 
Nagar 

Data for youth 
voters in Kanpur 

22nd May 
2012 

Shri. Umesh 
Sinha 

Chief Electoral 
Officer 

Uttar 
Pradesh 

To know about the 
increasing trend 
in voter turnout in 
UP 

25th May 2012 Dr. K.N.Mishra NSS Head Kanpur 
University 

To know about 
conducting a 
survey in the 
university 
 

28th May 2012 Akanksha and 
Jyoti 

Reporters   Hindustan -The purpose of the 
event was that to 
know what role 
media played in the 
Recent Elections. 

31st May 2012 Harpal Singh programmer ECI To get the youth 
voter turnout data 
for last general 
elections 



    

  
 
Copyright © 2012 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                        Page | 17  
  
 

7th June 2012 Capt. S.C 
Tripathi 

  To interact and 
talk to people 
working for the 
mayor’s election. 

20th June 
2012 

Prof.Y.N.Singh  IIT 
Kanpur,  

To understand how 
online voting can 
be done and 
whether it is 
feasible 

21st June 2012 Akshay Raut Director 
General 

ECI To talk about 
urban voter apathy 
and get views on 
my 
recommendations 
 

21st June 2012  Bhagban 
Prakash  
 

Senior 
Advisor,  

E.C.I To get to know how 
YUVA was designed 

22nd  June 
2012 

Vinod Zutschi Deputy 
Election 
commissioner 

ECI To talk about 
urban voter apathy 

24th  June 
2012 

Preeti Goel Senior 
Researcher 

Rakshak To get  feedback on 
my report and 
what areas I could 
work on 
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1)Analyze the Social 
Environ ment 

2)Building Coalition of  
Volunteers and Voters – 
Uniting Organisations of 
Youth Volunteers (OYVs) 

3)Focusing on Low-
Voter-Turn-out 
constituencies 

4) Increasing Participation of 
Young Women 

5) Promoting Urban 
Youth/ Netizen 

Participation 

6) Developing Cultural habit 
of Voting 

7)Celebrating 
National  Voters 
Day and Week 

8)Youth Participation 
beyond Voting 

9)Recognizing the 
contribution of 

volunteers 

10)Putting Implementation, 
Monitoring and Evaluation 

mechanism in place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Current NGO and Govt. Efforts: 

 Worried by the voter turnout trend in India, the Election Commission has taken 
measures to try and increase it. The results were there for all to see in the recently 
held state elections. 

Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) made a huge 
difference in the voter turnout for the elections held in 2012. It aims at 100% 
registration of all eligible citizens. It is a programme aimed at building voter 
awareness and improving the participation in elections.  

The Election commission has launched a new programme called YUVA –youth 
united for voter awareness. It has a 10 point strategy. 

 

     

The ten point Strategy for YUVA 

 

 

The E.C.I adopted a number of approaches, strategies and activities to increase the 
voter participation. Colleges, schools, youth volunteers and civil society groups 
collaborated with the Election Commission to ensure maximum participation. In 
SVEEP. 
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Painting competitions, Kite flying, essay writing and dramatics were used to 
spread the message of voting among the school and college students. Exhibition, 
hoarding, leaflets, cartoons, cinema slides, magic shows were used with good 
effect. Known personalities and icons sent out audio visual appeals asking people 
to vote. 

To ensure registration of college students many colleges distribute the Voter ID 
registration Form (form 6) in their respective campuses and ensured that their 
students got the voter ID cards in the stipulated time. Similarly many banks also 
kept the Form 6 in their branches to facilitate voter enrolment few states in India 
have online filling of Form 6. IN the recent elections held in Goa, this particular 
initiative made it extremely easy for voters to register. 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) prepares electoral rolls through a process 
of intensive revision where house-to-house enumeration is done and electors 
residing in each house are registered by official enumerators called Booth Level 
Officers (BLO). During this process, the BLOs go physically from door-to-door to 
collect the information about electors. There might be cases where the BLO has not 
come to your house or you may have missed him.  As a voter, very few people 
know who the BLO of their area is. 

To counteract that the E.C.I launched a know your BLO Campaign , the names of the 
BLO’s with their phone numbers and photographs have been put up on the election 
website and also published in the local newspapers . The E.C.I has launched a 
Facebook page and has initiated a SMS service to be utilized for the SVEEP 
campaign. 

During the recently held election the E.C.I allowed people to use their voter slips 
and 14 other documents as ID proof in case someone had misplaced or lost their 
EPIC. The only condition being that their name should be on the electoral roll. This 
proved as a relief to many voters. Also for the first time, voters were allowed to 
drive to their respective booths.  Previously the areas near the booths were 
cordoned off. This particular step proved highly effective in Uttar Pradesh.  

Role of NGO’s, NSS and NCC 

NSS worked in close collaboration with the Election Commission India to organise 
S.V.E.E.P activities in various colleges throughout the country. Many institutes had 
awareness drives regarding elections organised by NSS.  An example is the Refusal 
Vote Awareness Campaign in IIT Delhi. Workshops were organised for the NSS 
heads to help them come up with ideas for mass participation of people in the 
campaign for increasing the turnout. 

In a first volunteers of National Service Scheme (NSS) and cadets of National Cadet 
Corps (NCC) were employed for election duty. These volunteers were deployed 
outside the polling stations on election that to maintain discipline and ensure voter 
safety. The volunteers were deployed in polling stations with more than a 1000 
voters. Training was given to them prior to the elections. Volunteers assisted 
elderly and physically challenged voters to reach the polling booth entrance. They 
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assisted other voters by checking their names in alphabetical electoral roll locators 
provided outside the booth. In Kanpur many volunteers went door to door asking 
people to participate in the voting process. 

NGOs have been doing their own bit as well. Lokniti, LokSatta, Awaaz, Kasauti are a 
few NGO’s that have been working to educate and motivate voters. Kasauti which 
is based in Kanpur had started with a mission to encourage people to vote and field 
worthy independent candidates. For this they hired a team of 40 youngsters who 
went to each ward and collected data regarding the voters and candidates. They 
evaluated each candidate on the basis of his worthiness and then educated the 
voters about it. Lokniti is a social research programme which monitors the 
working of the Indian democracy. It conducts surveys among voters and based on 
those findings it suggests a way ahead. LokSatta and Awaaz are Ngo’s which work 
in the field of increasing voter awareness. 

Corporate have also taken up the cause of voter turnout. The Jaago re campaign 
designed by Tata Tea launched a movement to emphasise the importance of voting. 
Over 6 Lakh people pledged to vote. 

YUVA 

As Mr. Jaipraksh Narayan said in his convocation address in the Benares Hindu 
University in 1970 

“During the elections, falsehood and mutual abuse become rampant.  So, the voters 
need to be acquainted with election manifestoes of political parties and also to be 
given authentic information about the life and work of candidates.  If teachers and 
students of universities and colleges take this work in their hands honestly and are 
able to secure the co-operation of common citizens, it is possible to eliminate the 
prevailing weaknesses of our political life such as instability, opportunism, 
selfishness.  Is it too much to expect this service from our educated community?  It 
will be wrong to treat this work as equivalent to taking part in party politics, for 
this will truly be a noble task of social education.  

Is it not surprising that when there is so much talk of political degeneration and 
corruption, in no constituency have the voters ever gathered together to condemn 
the corrupt practices of their representative.  The ultimate control upon the 
legislators is the collective expression of their constituents.  To realize this 
objective of national importance, voter’s education societies should be established 
all over the country.”    

The YUVA program as outlined in the flowchart is a series of ten steps which is 
used to not only increase the youth voter turnout but also to improve their 
awareness. It aims at making voting cool. Its objective is to generate and enhance a 
sense of perceived benefits a new voter is likely to derive from voting [11].  

a) Analyse the social environment 
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In 2009 general elections out of 543 members only about 13 percent, that is 71 
were under 40 years. [12] The largest number came from Uttar Pradesh and 
Maharashtra. Studies have shown that a younger MP inspires young voters. This 
trend needs to be studied further because one can divide the youth into many 
subparts. These parts are women, literates and illiterate groups, minorities, 
employed and non-employed and many more. The objective of analysing the social 
environment was to identify and understand youth interest in politics. It is also 
useful when looking at the cultural and religious influences. 

The way this is planned out is by starting out with desk research. Step two is to 
map and understand the different opinion of youth voters. Group discussion 
among young voters in the age group of 18 to 34 can be organised to seek their 
opinion on changes that are needed in the electoral process. Conducting interviews 
with about 10 percent of the young MP’s is also on the cards. Finally a 
comprehensive database on youth voters will be generated. 

 

b) Building a Coalition of Youth Volunteers and Voters–Uniting 
Organizations of Youth Volunteers (OYVs) 

The sign of a healthy and functioning democracy is the willing participation of 
youth of that country. Voting behaviour research says that those who have voted 
once are likely to vote again. India has vast human resources and a large number of 
organizations for youth voters. NSS, NYKS, NCC etc have together about 22 million 
youth volunteers. That is a considerable force. They can be the spearhead of the 
Enlightened Voter Movement.  

Every year NSS organises 20,000 special camps which cover about 10,000 villages 
[13]. NCC and Scouts and Guides organize about 15,000 youth camps and NYKS 
have 250,000 Youth Clubs spread all over the country and in almost all Panchayats. 
If voting could be made a part of these organisations curriculum it would make a 
huge difference. 

The objective of this step is to promote civic responsibility and political awareness. 
Tasks which can be carried out are to take steps for establishment of voter 
awareness units in NSS, NYKs, Bharat Scout and Guides, Youth Red Cross, NCC, 
Youth Hostel Association, YWCA, YMCA and similar youth organizations and 
networks and Association of Indian Universities. Establish targets for each youth 
volunteer unit to cover new voter and nonvoting youth in the general elciton2014. 

c) Focusing on “Low-Voter-Turn-out” Constituencies 

The objective of this step is to turn the spot light on low voter turnout areas. It 
aims to increase the voter participation and to create additional platforms for 
engaging the youth. The final objective is to ensure 100% voter participation at 
panchayat, assembly and parliamentary levels.  Taking up constituencies can 
ensure highly individualised attention to all the voters.  
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This will help in identifying ideas that can motivate and reach out to the non 
voters. Creating opportunities for youth to participate n the community life and 
initiation of measures to reinforce the role of young people as decision-making 
agents where they are unable to choose or decide.  Youth friendly teams and 
cultural groups will be created so as to provide information to every youngster 
who needs it.  

d) Increasing Participation of Young Women: 

Women in India got the voting rights alongside men soon after Independence. 
Thanks to 73rd and 74th amendment to Indian constitution, now, there are about 
1.2 million women representatives in the elected bodies of the local self 
governments in villages and towns.   Today there are only 49 women 
parliamentarians out of which only 17 are below 40. 

Why does this happen? Are there social inhibitions which prevent them from 
participating in the electoral process, or is it because they don’t have any freedom 
to think on their own, or is it because they don’t have any opportunities to 
participate in the public life. If the women are given a chance and empowered will 
they venture into the decision making process? 

Yes. This has been proved in the recent Bihar elections where the voting 
percentage of women outstripped that of men by about 10%. Many of these 
women had come to vote independently defying all the social norms.  

The significant point here is that Bihar had reserved half the seats for all panchayat 
and local self government as compared to other states which had only one third. 
Hence it can be seen that if women are made aware and their interest is aroused 
they will come out and participate in the voting process. Thus the tasks that lie 
ahead are informing and educating women about the values of voting and 
participation in democracy. Encouragement should be provided for them to air 
their political views. This could involve training in policy planning, campaign 
management, social change, lobbying and leadership.  

Train Angangwadi Workers, ASHA workers and Mahila Mandals, Women’s SHG 
Groups, workers in women empowerment programs for motivating young women 
for voting and also informing them about the benefits of voting.  Discussion groups 
amongst this organisation s should be started and could lead to enhanced political 
awareness. Panchayats should collaborate with ngo’s and schools in their villages 
to empower their young women. 

e) Promoting Urban Youth/ Netizens’ Participation in Elections. 

In India about 36% of all eligible voters are the youth. And almost a third of them 
are on the web. According to a report literate youth in urban and semi-urban India 
devotes on an average 98 minutes daily viewing TV, 32 minutes reading news 
paper, 44 minutes going through life style magazines, 70 minutes surfing the net 
and 61 minutes [14] listening to radio. A  A recent I-Cube Report published by 
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Internet and Mobile Association of India and IMRB (2011) states that now almost 
10% of India’s population are internet users (close to 121 million).  

 

 

Out of the about 90 million are considered to access the net at least once a month. 
By 2015, about 2, 50, 00 Panchayats in the country will be connected to internet. 
Hence online ads and YouTube videos can be used to disseminate election based 
information. Use SMS online blogs and social networking sites like ‘Facebook’ and 
‘Myspace’ to reach out to the young voters including first timers. 

The SVEEP Division of the election commission should be encouraged to support 
and utilise different parts of media in different part of the countries. By the means 
of the internet, youngsters should have a platform to put and get answers to their 
questions. Promoting skills in n phone-canvassing is also an option. This is known 
to have increased young voter turn-out in many democratic countries. 

f) Developing a Cultural Habit of Voting 

Youth is the period when the mind is malleable and when a person develops his 
personal, occupational and sexual ideologies. Thus, during this period young 
people could be sensitized to develop habits of voting and encouraged to work as 
proactive defenders of democracy. They can be motivated to participate actively in 
politics. They need to learn its importance and inculcate it in their culture .They 
should be educated about the entire voting procedure. 

Figure 7 : Usage of internet by youth, Data: latest report of YUVA 
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The challenge that faces this particular task is the selection of the most cost 
effective media tool. The AIDA principle applies here. Awareness leads to interest 
which leads to desire leading to action. Key people in the villages could be targeted 
to influence the youngsters.  

A student council could be developed in academic institutions; the councils would 
increase voter awareness among their peers. It might be possible to combine the 
acct of voting as a stepping stone to becoming a grown up. 

g) Celebrating National Voters’ Day and Week  

Eighteen years is a significant age. It symbolises the end of secondary education for 
many. At this age, in India people are eligible to drive, open bank accounts, donate 
blood and join the defence force. Turning 18 is celebrated in India. Thus in the 
same vein, the attainment of the voting age was celebrated by organising  the 
National Voters Day (NVD).the impact of National Voters’ Day was tremendous.  

The objective of NVD is to get more voters. It aims at developing seriousness 
among youth and enabling them to become mature and aware voters. An action 
plan should be prepared for voters at the district level and panchayat level, for 
celebrating national voters’ day. Youth icons should be involved to inspire voters. 
Voter awareness cells can be set up in Election Commission at state and centre 
level. Organizing seminar, workshop, debate, quiz on democracy, politics, election, 
enlightened / ethical voting, good governance, citizenship, value of voting, power 
of a single vote and why young people must exercise their political choice and vote 
could be done to make the young voter aware. 

Figure 8: Number of people who got registered as voters 
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h) Youth Participation beyond Voting: 

The objective here is to make voting behaviour a sustainable practice, one that gets 
passed on from one generation to the other. For this one can integrate voting 
education into curriculum in higher secondary schools and colleges. Include voter 
awareness in programs and activities of India’s 300,000 civil society organizations 
for changing the mindset of non-voters.one could alls issue a system of incentives 
to voters such as Ration cards, driving license, BPL, bank loans and social benefit 
schemes. Forms can be distributed at the school level and college level. 

Villages could be given incentives as a whole. Like a village with 100% voting can 
be declared as Gantatra gram, and be provided better facilities. This scheme could 
be developed along the lines of model villages. 

i) Recognizing the contribution of Volunteers 

The second stage focuses on the work of organization of youth volunteers. It is 
essential that the work done by these organisations be recognised otherwise they 
might lose their motivation for working. 

j) Putting Implementation Monitoring and Evaluation Mechanism 
in place. 

This is the last and most important part of the YUVA program. After examining the 
ten strategic components as explained above, prepare a list and matrix of who will 
do what, when and how, field test the strategy and approach through a pilot in 
selected areas [15] 
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4. Results and Discussions 

4.1. Findings from the literature 

How are elections conducted in different countries and their effectiveness? 

Elections are one of the most important ways that a citizen can contribute to 
democracy. Elections provide a way to participate in decisions that influence their 
lives. Thus, elections provide a critical intersection between citizens and the goals 
of poverty alleviation, human development and other millennium development 
goals. 

Democracy is not possible without the participation of people. It is a prerequisite 
for democracy. At present however fewer and fewer citizens are turning out to 
vote and in addition the citizens who decide to vote are not by any means the 
representative sample of the voting age population of the country. 

Democracy was created to be participatory. The participation of ordinary citizens 
is considered to be a prerequisite for democracy. Nowadays however an ever 
increasing part of the citizenry does not take part in politics.  [16] The current 
110thHouse of Representatives of the United States, e.g., is elected by only half of 
the voting age population. 47 per cent of the voting age population did not show up 
at the polling stations [17]. 

These low turnout figures also imply the question who votes and which groups 
abstain. International research has shown time and again that there is a clear 
pattern: as turnout diminishes, inequality rises.  [18]  
In the United States a strong connection exists between the turnout and the 
amount of class inequality there also exists a clear difference among the turnout of 
various age groups. The declining trend in voter turnout is more prominent. The 
various methods that have come up to fight the decreasing trend and voter turnout 
will be discussed in the chapter along with case wise studies of a few countries. 
 
Universal Adult Franchise: 
It means that the right to vote should be given to every adult citizen, irrespective of 
theirs colour, creed, religion and gender. It is based on the basic principle of 
democracy which is equality. It says that the right to vote should be equally 
available to all people are called political sovereigns as they have the right to put 
or remove a government from power. 
Historically the universal adult franchise has been a much resisted law. Many 
countries used to give the right to vote based on the individuals property, position 
and gender. The interesting fact is that the western countries renowned for some 
form of representative government only adopted the adult franchise after the First 
World War .In fact France, the home of thinkers who gave the slogan Fraternity, 
liberty and equality gave the right of universal adult franchise to its people only 
after the Second World War. 
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Is compulsory voting effective? 
 
Duty, Right or Privilege? Is voting a citizen's right or a civic obligation? All 
democratic 
Governments consider voting in national elections a right of citizenship. Some regard 
voting in elections as a citizen's civic responsibility, perhaps even a duty. In some of 
those countries where voting is regarded as a duty, it has been made compulsory to 
vote, and sanctions are imposed on non-voters in several European countries. [14] 
 
Compulsory voting is not a new concept. Liechtenstein (1862), Belgium (1893), 
Argentina (1914), Luxembourg (1919) and Australia (1924) were among the first 
countries in the world to introduce compulsory voting laws. There are also 
examples of countries that have had compulsory voting at some time in their 
history but have since abolished it: for instance, Venezuela had compulsory voting 
until the mid-1990s and in Europe the Netherlands had compulsory voting until 
1967.The first elections that were held there without compulsory voting was in 
1971. [19] 

Approximately 30 countries in the world as of now have regulations that make 
voting compulsory. Most of them are in Western Europe and in Latin America but 
there are a few examples in Asia as well such as Singapore and Thailand. 

Belgium has the oldest and most established generalized system of compulsory 
voting. It was started in 1893, about 60 years after it became a democracy. It is 
important to note that the Belgian citizens compelled to the voting booth, but they 
are not forced to vote. The term “Compulsory turnout” would sit better.  

In Belgium the average turnout level of all the parliamentary elections from 1945 
till 2001 is 84.8 percent and therefore Belgium is ranked in the top 20 countries in 
the world with the highest turnout.  

Several studies have been done on the question that if “if compulsory voting was 
abolished in Belgium would you still go to vote?” On the basis of this table, we 
conclude that voter turnout would decrease in Belgium if compulsory voting was 
removed. 
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Table 2: willingness to vote after compulsory voting 

 

Australia introduced compulsory voting in the year 1925.It’s first nine elections 
were under voluntary voting. But after 1925, the country has gotten used to 
compulsory voting. Numerous surveys and studies have affirmed the public 
support for compulsory voting, with more than 70 per cent in favour of it. 

As voting is compulsory, electors are given a number of ways to cast their vote at 
an election, including postal voting, pre-poll voting, absent voting, voting at 
Australian overseas missions and voting at mobile teams at hospitals and nursing 
homes and in remote localities, as well as ordinary voting at a polling place in their 
electorate.  

In spite of this, the Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee on electoral matter 
(which holds inquiries after every election) recommended in 1996 that voluntary 
voting should be resumed. Debate still rages on the pros and cons of introducing 
compulsory voting in Australia. In The 1998 and 2001 JSCEMs received 
submissions on voluntary voting, but chose not to pursue the issue. 

Netherland is an example of a country which had compulsory voting and later on 
abolished it. With the constitutional change in 1917 which also introduced 
universal suffrage (for men; women were granted the right to vote in 1919) and 
proportional representation (PR), compulsory voting was introduced. 

There were two reasons for introducing it; the first was the argument that the act 
of voting is a task that serves the public interest and not one's personal interest, 
and a public right was regarded a public duty in this context; and secondly the 
newly introduced proportional representation system required a 100 per cent 
turnout for the election results to be truly proportional. 
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Compulsory voting applied to all elections. While it existed in the Netherlands, 
however, it was a much-debated issue and was amended many times. In 1945 an 
opportunity to abolish compulsory voting occurred when there was a vote in 
Parliament on the practice. The groups in favour of keeping it won by one vote, and 
it was not abolished until 1967 after recommendations made by a committee 
appointed by the government. 

 A number of theoretical as well as practical arguments were put forward by the 
committee: for example, the right to vote is each citizen's individual right which he 
or she should be free to exercise or not; it is difficult to enforce sanctions against 
non-voters effectively; and party politics might be livelier if the parties had to 
attract the voters' attention, so that voter turnout would therefore reflect actual 
participation and interest in politics. The parliamentary election of 1971 was the 
first to be held without compulsory voting since its introduction. 

Figure 9: Comparison of the voter turnout in India, Netherland, Australia and Belgium 
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A summary of countries in Western Europe with compulsory voting is given below. 

 

From the above case studies and data we can conclude that compulsory voting 
results in larger voter turnout. But is it in accordance with the principles of 
democracy? 

 

 

 

Weighing the pros and cons of compulsory voting in a democracy 

Even though compulsory voting has been extremely successful in increasing the 
voter turnout it still has not been adopted in most democratic countries. This 

Table 3: west European countries with compulsory voting, courtesy CEPS Working 
Document No. 317/July 2009, Anthoula Malkopoulou 
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results in a higher sample of a public opinion and that it ensures that the 
politicians make their policies keeping the majority in mind. 

The reason for this is that it is not democratic to force people to vote, and it 
represents the failure of democracy.  

The other arguments against compulsory voting are that it rewards dishonest 
voters who turn up and vote just for the sake of voting. They will not make the 
proper decisions. This will result in meaningless votes. At best they will vote 
randomly which will disrupt the proper course of voting. Compared to countries 
which don’t have compulsory voting, in countries where such law exists there is n 
increase in donkey votes (where voters simply choose voters candidates at the top 
of the ballot), protest votes and absentations. There reason behind some people 
not turning up to vote is because they neither care nor know about politics. 
Forcing them to vote will not do their country much good.  

Forcing the population to vote will not stop people expressing their distaste for 
voting. In Australia 5% of eligible voters did not caste a valid vote. Most countries 
that have compulsory voting also give a legal opportunity for the voters to abstain. 
In Australia valid explanations might include being overseas or belonging to the 
religious order which prohibits voting. Compulsory voting hides the problem 
which is causing people to not vote. It allows politicians to ignore the real cause 
behind people not voting. Rather than fixing the problem it allows them to pass 
around it. 

Young voter registration and turnout trends in America 

Since 1972 when 18-20 year olds started voting, the voter turnout among 18-29 
has decreases from 55% to 40 % in 2000. However it has risen to 49% in 2004.It 
also rose from 1988 to 1992 by 6 %. [20] 

 There was the MTV’s “Rock the Vote” registration campaign aimed at young 
voters. It played in simulating the younger generation of voters.  VRS estimates 
that the turnout within the 18-29 age groups arose by around 20 % from 1988.  
[21] 

Using music, popular culture, new technologies and grassroots organizing for more 
than 20 years, Rock the Vote has registered more than 5 million young people, 
including a record-shattering 2.5 million registration downloads in the historic 
2008 election. In 2010, Rock the Vote logged nearly 300,000 voter registration 
downloads as part of the largest midterm election outreach strategy in the 
organization’s history. 

Data released by the Pew Charitable Trust shows that the turnout rate of 18-24 
year old voters in the 2004 presidential election rose by 5.8 percent, as 1.8 million 
more people in this age group voted than in 2000. [22] In 2004 10.5 million under-
25 voters went to the polls, compared to 8.7 million in 2000, raising the turnout 
rate to 42.3 percent from 36.5 percent. 21 million voted an increase of 4.6 million 
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over 2000. The turnout rate among 18-29 year olds rose by about 9.3 percentage 
points, from 42.3 % to 51.6% 

Passage of the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) in the spring of 1993 
represented a permanent increase on turnout. It was designed so as to reduce the 
cost of voting by applying individual data when applying for social assistance of 
getting a driving license. The “motor vehicle” nickname came from the idea that 
most data was accumulated from people getting their license renewed or made. 

The NVRA requires states to provide people with an opportunity to submit voter-
registration applications for federal (i.e., House, Senate, and Presidential) elections 
by three principal means. One is by registering to vote at the same time that they 
apply for, or seek to renew, a driver's license (hence the name “motor voter”); 
second is sending their forms using mail, these forms are jointly developed by each 
state and the Election Assistance Commission; and by requiring states to offer 
voter-registration opportunities at all offices that provide public assistance of any 
kind. This act is credited with the increase in American voter turnouts. [23] 

Britain 

Like the other western European countries the voter turnout has been declining in 
the United Kingdom’s. From a healthy 72.55 % in 1945   has sunk to a miserly 
65.77 % in 2010. The voter turnout decreased by almost 12 % since the last 
elections. 

Many schools of thoughts have arisen to explain the voter turnout.  One is the 
theories of rational choices. It says that people will turn up to vote only when they 
believe that the benefit of such an action is more than the cost of that action. It is 
argued that the benefits of voting for elections, if averaged out for each individual 
are infinitesimal, while the cost though not much is not trivial either. 

Sociological theories say that socio- economic characteristics affect the political 
behaviour of the people. People who are unhappy with their lot and want changes 
vote more. Social factors may influence turnout by limiting the access of voters to 
political information and may affect their party identification. Also people who 
haven’t been a part of political activities are less likely to vote. 
 
Even thought the voter turnout has been decreasing over all, some constituencies 
have shown an encouraging trend. These constituencies have localised efforts to 
increase the voter turnout levels and this has had an encouraging response.  
 

 A few initiatives that stood out at a local level were Sw!tch ID, and the 
Worthington ice rink.  Sw!tch ID is a youth group in  Dagenham. It is working on 
changing the negative view that the youth has about their politicians. In the 
general election 2010 the youngsters aged 11-18 years became concerned about 
the low turnout in their area.   So, about 50 young people decided to get involved to 
raise the participation. They produced maps of how to get to the polling stations 
and went door to door requesting people to vote and use their maps. During the 
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course of this endeavour the youngsters were also made politically aware. This 
resulted in a higher turnout in the elections as compared to the previous years. 

Tim Loughton, the constituency MP for East Worthing and Shoreham and 
Parliamentary under Secretary of State for Children and Families, wanted to prove 
that politicians are affected and concerned about the issues that affect young 
people. The Worthington Youth Council carried out a research in 2008, into what 
the local people wanted in the area.  Having heard the young people’s research, 
Tim Loughton MP then wrote to higher authorities about the peoples need for an 
ice rink. Together the young people and the MP lobbied the council, through 
meetings and the Town Centre Initiative, working with local businesses, and 
secured £80,000 for the ice rink to be in the town for a month in February 2009. 
This enhanced the ties between the youth voters and the MP. They felt that their 
choice of an MP actually made a difference. This contributed to them going out to 
vote as they felt a sense of responsibility. 

Another way to increase awareness and promote engagement of young people in 
general election was to use social sites such as Facebook. Instead of having pages 
targeting the entire country, these pages should be region specific. An instance is 
the following, a group of young people who were involved in the North Somerset 
Youth Parliament were keen to see a change of MP in their constituency and so 
decided to try and engage first time voters in supporting the campaign for their 
local liberal democrat candidate through the development of a Facebook group. So, 
they set up a Facebook campaign and invited people to discuss. 

Debate on Facebook varied from student fees to services for young people with 
autism. Youngsters posted their own views on what they wanted to see from 
politicians in relation to these issues as well as asking direct questions of 
candidates. The political candidate posted information about when posters were 
being distributed, giving times and details of where to meet if any young people 
were willing to join in; reminders about the leadership debates on TV were put 
onto the Facebook wall to encourage young people to learn more about the policies 
of each political party. The local college invited three political candidates to a 
debate and the politics class then carried out a before and after poll and posted the 
results on the Facebook group. This method proved popular. [24] 

Looking at Electoral Reforms 

Electoral reforms in India are required so as to strengthen the countries 
democratic foundations. Introducing these reforms is imperative to tackling 
problems such as black money and corruption. Electoral reforms are needed to 
increase the accountability of politicians.  

An increase in accountability of politicians will automatically lead to a larger voter 
turnout. As previously mentioned in the report, voters don’t vote because they 
think their vote will have no weight and also that there is no good choice among 
the candidates. If the reforms get implemented then the viewpoint of voters is 
bound to change. The elections will be more transparent and every vote will count. 
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These reforms have been Electoral reforms have been engaging the attention of the 
Parliament, the Press and also the Election Commission for a long time. Election 
commission has been regularly working in the area of electoral reforms and has 
proposed a few. 

I have briefly put down those suggestions that I find are relevant to my project and 
will help in bringing about voter awareness, and hence increasing the voter 
turnout. 

 1 )Information in affidavits:  

According to Section 33A of the Representation of the People Act, each candidate 
has to file an affidavit in form 26, which gives information about any pending cases 
and those in which the candidate has to face punishment for more than 2 years.  
Cases of conviction for an offence other than any of the offences mentioned in 
Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, and sentenced to 
imprisonment for one year or more. In addition to this a candidate has to give 
information regarding his assets and liabilities, and his educational qualifications.  
The suggested reform is that all this information should be include in one form and 
this form should also include a candidate’s annual declared income for taxes. 

In case a candidate furnishes wrong information, according to Section 125A he is 
either fined, or given a six months imprisonment or both. The suggested 
amendment says that the punishment should be more stringent, a fine of 2 years 
and also that the alternative clause for fine should be removed. 

2) The past the post system should be abolished 

 In the general elections of India it has been observed that the wining candidates 
get around 20-40 % of the votes polled. In other words the defeated candidate’s 
together poll around 60-80% votes.  This shows that the candidate who has won is 
not a representative of the majority. To overcome this, two different types of 
reforms have been proposed by researchers. One is to adopt the proportional 
representation system. The other is to have a second election between the two 
candidates who have obtained the maximum number of votes in the first round 
will fight in the second round. Whoever between the two gets more than 51 per 
cent of the total votes polled in the second round I should be declared the winner. 

Both of the suggestions have a problem in implementation though.  The 
proportional representation system is workable in India only if the political parties 
adopt a democratic way of choosing their leaders.  A variation of this could be 
single transferable vote, or the mixed member proportional as adopted in New 
Zealand. 

A problem with the second option is that the voter turnout might be less for the 
second round and also the extra expenses involved in conducting the second 
round. 

3) Increasing the security deposit 
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A proposal to increase the security deposit was put out by the ECI to discourage to 
decrease the number of independents standing in the elections. The recently held 
elections showed an increasing trend in the number of candidates standing. Too 
many candidates were not serious and they just increased the load on the election 
machinery. Hence the ECI proposed an increase in the deposit money. It wants an 
amendment which will allow it to fix the deposit money before every election. 

4) Restriction on number of seats that a candidate can contest from 

 As per the law as it stands at present [Sub-Section (7) of Section 33 of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951], a person can contest a general election or 
a group of bye-elections or biennial elections from a maximum of two 
constituencies. 

This law should be amended so that a person can only contest from one 
constituency at a time. 

5) Use of common electoral rolls in the union and state elections 

 In the present scenario different rolls are used for the assembly and general 
elections. This leads to discrepancies in the electoral roll. The effort and 
expenditure that is involved in making two lists for similar purpose will be greatly 
reduced.  

6) Exit Polls and Opinion Polls 

Many agencies conduct polls before the elections on the plausible voting pattern 
and they publish and disseminate these surveys among various media agencies. 
Similarly on the day of polls, results are being predicted by interacting with the 
voters and collecting information. These surveys known as exit polls are published 
and show after the close of the polls. During a single day polling this does not have 
much effect. However, in man general elections, poll has to be staggered over 
different dates mainly for law and order and security related reasons. 

Hence publishing the results of the exit polls might influence the voting pattern 
.similarly the opinion poll may influence the minds of the electors. The  Election 
Commission has been of the view that there should be some restriction or 
regulation on the publishing / dissemination of the results of opinion polls and exit 
polls. The Election Commission had issued some guidelines in this regard in 1998. 
This was challenged in petitions before Courts and subsequently on the 
observation of the Hon’ble Supreme Court that the Election Commission did not 
have the power to enforce the guidelines; the same were withdrawn by the 
Election Commission. 

7)Negative Voting/Neutral voting  

in India we currently have the rule 49-O. this rule says that an elector  does not 
want to vote then after his electoral roll number has been duly entered in the 
register of  voters in form 17 –A , and he has put his signature or thumb impression 
as required . Then a remark saying that he does not want to vote can be made 
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against the said entry, by the presiding officer and the signature or thumb 
impression of the concerned voter will be taken. This rule just records the dissent; 
no action as such can be taken against the candidates standing even if the dissent 
vote is more than 51 percent.  

This should be, modified to ensure that if such a scenario occurs then all the 
candidates standing should be barred from contesting that elections and a bye 
election should take place. 

Also the option of not voting or neutral voting should be included on the EVM. This 
would reduce the confusion regarding this option. There have been instances when 
the presiding officer was not aware of the rules and regulations to be followed. 
This caused a lot of confusions and delays during the voting procedure. 

 

 

8) Compulsory maintenance of accounts by political parties and audit by agencies 
specified by the election commission:  

This proposal was first made in 1998.It was felt that there is a need to bring more 
transparency into the collection of funds by political parties. Even though a 
condition has been made that every political party is supposed to prepare a report 
on the contribution it receives which are in excess of Rs20,000 , it has not been 
sufficient . Therefore the parties should routinely publish their accounts, for the 
scrutiny of public and all concerned. The auditing can be done by any firm of 
auditors which have been approved by the Comptroller and Auditor General. 

4.2. Finding from the fields and impact on the theoretical focus of the project:  

What Influences the voter? 

In a country as diverse as India various factors come into play when a person 
votes. These factors not only influence the voter’s decision of who to vote but also 
whether to vote. 

Socio- Economic Background 

About 72% of Indians live in the rural areas and 10 per cent of rural households 
are reported to be landless. Based on the country’s new official poverty lines, 42 
per cent of people in rural areas and 26 per cent of people in urban areas lived 
below the poverty line in 2004/05. [21]These people are targets for politicians. 
They form a majority of vote bank in India. 

The rural India is revving up for a change and as mentioned and statistically shown 
in the previous chapter they participate more in the elections than their urban 
counterparts. Income also has a role to play. Those with higher income choose to 
not vote. They are reasonably well off and since to an average citizen the other one 
government is like the other voting does not have any utility for them. On the other 
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hand those with lower income and in rural areas are targeted by the politicians 
and governments while making their schemes. The only way in which they can 
improve their condition is by voting for a candidate who favours them. Hence in 
India people in rural areas and those with lesser income participate more in 
elections. 

Caste and Religion 

Caste provides an extensive basis for organization of democratic politics. In a 
society such as India where caste remains a way for social organization and 
activity, it identifies and builds solidarity among people. Caste however issued 
more extensively in mobilizing support in rural than urban areas. In urban areas 
regional and language identities, or class and professional occupations, or 
consideration of the government policies and performances are often more salient 
as influences than caste. Communities are differentiated on the basis of economical 
dimensions; this difference is targeted by candidates to generate votes. . Parties 
like BSP and RJD, which came to power by mobilizing lower castes, have failed to 
offer much in the way of good governance or long-term social transformation. Once 
some lower-caste groups gain access to power, they then seek to confine those 
privileges to their sub-caste. 

Similarly religion also has a role to play in the Indian Politics. Many Indian 
historians date religion's role in Indian politics back to the colonial period and the 
1909 British policy of establishing separate electorates based on religion. 
However, in the 1980s, several events worked to bring religion to the forefront of 
electoral politics, say experts: rising Sikh fundamentalism followed by anti-Sikh 
riots after the 1984 assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. Since then, both 
the Hindus and the country's 170 million Muslims, the largest minority group, are 
courted energetically by political parties. Religion is part and parcel of Indian 
political life. 

But the emerging generation of India is not much influenced by caste and religion. 
They judge the worthiness of a candidate an then they choose him. This is an 
encouraging trend and will benefit the country .Thus it’s imperative that more and 
more youngsters participate in the elections. 

Gender 
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Figure 10: number of male and female voters, Source : Election Commission of India. 

India is a patriarchal society and that is clearly reflected in the voter turnout. In 
1998 the difference in male female voter turnout was around 8 %. Hence while 
talking about increasing voter turnout among youth we need to concentrate on 
young women too.  

Women in India vote less than their male counterparts and it is because 
traditionally women have not been as empowered or placed on the same level as 
men. This is slowly changing and more and more female voters come out vote. But 
the question arises is whether these voters are aware of the candidates or do they 
vote according to someone else. The latter case is not the sign of a healthy 
democracy. 
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Table 4: number of seats won by women, Source: PIB, government of India, 1998 

Family 

The National Civic and Political Engagement of Young People Survey was 
conducted In the USA .The results that came were that The data shows that if a 
young adult has a primary parent or guardian that is ‘very interested’ in politics 
and public affairs, then they have just under an 84% chance of definitely  voting. It 
revealed the huge drop off when respondents said they had a politically 
disinterested parent or guardian.  
The trend is similar in India. If a family votes then so will the children in that 
family. On the other hand, families who consider politics as dirty and a waste of 
time tend to negatively influence the youngsters in their family.  
Education 
 
Teachers and schools have a major hand in development of a child.  If civic duties 
are instilled in a child from basic and the value of voting is emphasised in school 
then we can expect a rise in the voter turnout. Seeing the outcome of the “no 
cracker “ campaign in Delhi ,  one can safely assume that school kids if rightly 
taught and guided can cause a major impact. 
 
Similarly, colleges where political awareness hand Systematic Voters’ Education 
and Electoral Participation (S.V.E.E.P) activities were carried out have seen 
immense participation in politics from among the students. An example is the 
Halim Muslim College in Kanpur.  The SVEEP activities carried out there saw 
enormous participation from the student community.  They took out rallies to 
convince people to vote and they voted as well. The participation from the students 
as told by Mr. K.N Mishra the head of the SVEEP activities was around 85%. 
 

Media 

Media has an important role to play in the elections. It is the media’s ethical 
responsibility to tell the citizens about the candidates that are standing in the 
elections and make them politically aware. The media involves the print media, 
television, radio and newspapers. 
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The rules that involve the media are the following: There should be no coverage of 
any election speeches or other material that incites violence, one religion against, 
another one caste against another one language group against another etc. 

In any constituency only one candidate should not be projected. While it is not 
necessary to cover every single candidate (as some constituencies may have 
several candidates) at least the more important should be covered in any report 
from a constituency. 

In Kanpur a morning show was running a campaign on the Red FM titled a 
campaign called “Aao Ungli Karein” which was about instilling political 
responsibility among the citizens of Kanpur .About 2500 people responded to this 
program. This shows that the media can play a huge role in educating voters. 

 

 

Figure 11: Role of Media, Data courtesy NES 2009 

Similarly Hindustan time and HT had started a campaign called “Aao Rajneeti 
Karo” .This campaign was aimed at removing the negativity associated with the 
elections and politics as a whole. They had conclaves, campus adds  and ran a know 
your candidates series. The first thing they started with was to inform people 
about media ethics. This they did to clear people’s doubts about whether the 
information was doctored or real. They claimed that these campaigns made people 
aware voters. 

Government  

During the survey I conducted the main suggestions I got for increasing voter 
turnout was to decrease corruption and the number of politicians with criminal 
records. People don’t turn out for voting as they believe that any government that 
comes to power will be inefficient and turn a deaf ear to their concerns.  To bring 
people to vote we need to see a change in the way that the government function. 
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At present its image is unapproachable and cold. Government officials believe 
themselves to be superior to the common man and misuse their office. This 
impacts the citizens adversely and hence they have no faith in the government.   

 

Figure 12: How satisfied are you with your govt., data courtesy NES 2009 

Candidates 

An important factor in voter turnout is the reason to vote.  Voter mobilization is 
another important factor. It gives voter a stringer incentive to vote on an otherwise 
busy day. If there is higher competition or a clear difference among candidates 
then voters are more likely to vote. A candidate can be strongly influence the voter 
turnout. If he/she during the campaigning can leave a positive impact in the voters 
mind then it is more likely that they will turn up to vote for him/her. During my 
field visit to Mr.Ganesh Tiwari’s (Candidate for Kanpur Mayoral Elections), I saw 
the impact they were having on voters. The campaigning was not just targeted at 
persuading voters to vote for him but to also persuade reluctant voters to 
participate in the elections.  

 

Figure 13: Does it make a difference which party runs the govt. ? Data courtesy 
NES 2009 
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 Findings from the survey. 

I conducted a survey among the students of various colleges in India. The survey 
was conducted online. It showed that the students in colleges are highly aware 
about the political scene in India. Only 1.5 % of the students said that they aren’t at 
all bothered by the Indian political Scenario.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

44 % of the students had voter ID cards but out of those only 24 % voted. The main 
reason from refraining to vote was that they were out of station. 

 

Figure 15 : participation of those with voter ID 

Not having a voter ID and being out of station were the two main reasons why 
people did not vote, in spite of being so politically aware. 

4.3 Gap Analysis 

The idea behind the initiation of voter awareness program was to stem the 

decreasing voter turnout, especially in India. This would benefit not the people 

themselves but bring about a change in the political system as we know of today.  
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Figure 14: Interest in political scene 
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India had reduced the voting age to on 18 28 March 1989 (61st Constitution 

Amendment Act, 1988 read with Act 21 of 1989) in a bid to increase the voter 

turnout. But it has been seen that the age group of 18-19 has the lowest turnout. 

One of the major problems is the transparency in elections and the working of 

government procedures. The election commission of India has organised programs 

targeting different sectors of the society so that they come out and vote. But what 

prevents them voting is their lack of faith in the government. The ECI is bound by 

the constitution. The electoral reforms it has suggested have not been passed by 

the government and this is a major problem in increasing the transparency. 

The Election Commission should use IT to make sure that the voting procedure 

becomes easier and to ensure that information is easily available to a voter. A 

second thing is that ECI should try to change the attitude towards voting. It should 

inculcate voting in children so that they become responsible civic citizens. 

. 

 

 

5) Recommendations, Scope and Strategy for Implementation: 

 Schools and colleges play an important role in every citizen’s life, the ECI has 
recognised this and hence has been using these to increase awareness among the 
youth voters. Following suggestions focus on school and colleges. 

1) School Senates 

Schools play a major role in shaping a child’s mind.  A child retains those principles 
and values that have been inculcated in him in his school for a huge part of his life. 
Hence to see that the increase in voter turnout is sustainable, we need to ensure 
that the youth of tomorrow has a positive attitude towards voting. For this the 
students in school should be imparted knowledge of leadership, the election 
procedure and workings of a government. 

The best way to do so would be practically. For this I propose a school Senate. It 
would comprise of the Head Boy and head girl, the house captains and class 
prefects. 

The benefits that the students would get from the senate are that it would instil 
leadership qualities in students. The experiences that a student will gain by being 
in the Senate would help him throughout his/her life. 

The senate will be elected by the students. It will consist of students from class 7th 
onwards. The elections will be conducted in two phases, similar to the general 
elections and state elections. One for the class prefect and the other for house 
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captains and head boy and girl. The class prefect would be elected by his class only. 
The house captains and the school heads will be elected by students from class 7th 
onwards. Each house will elect their captains. Captains should be from 9th class and 
heads from 11th 

The elections will be held as follows. 

1) Notices asking for nomination and nomination dates should be put 
up in school and class notice boards. 
2) Everyone who contests must file a manifesto and his credentials. He/ 
she should get it approved by his class teacher and the school principle. 
This is necessary so that no student takes up senate responsibilities when 
he isn’t coping up academically. 
3) Once all the nominations have been filed, another notice should be 
put up regarding the candidates. 
4) Two days should be given to the candidates for campaigning. Online 
campaigning should be allowed. 
5) After two days a ballot will be held, with the previous year’s 
candidates acting as election officers. 
6) The votes will be tallied using first past the post system. 

 

What is the work of the senate? 

1) Maintaining the school notice board. If possible maintaining a school 
website too. Continuous updation of these notice boards should be done. 
2) The senate should work in coordination with school clubs and 
publicise any achievement that these clubs have made. 
3) The senate will also be looking after the school fest. Each prefect 
should ensure that his class contributes in some way or the other. 
4) Senate should organise an educational field trip for every class at 
least once in the school year. 
5) It should work on bettering interaction between the school and its 
alumnus. It also should see ways in which parents of the students can 
contribute. 
6) The senate should organise seminar for counselling of tenth and 
twelfth students. They could invite parents, alumnus or officials from 
various fields to narrate their experiences and guide the students. 
7) The most important part of the senate would be to review the 
teacher. At the end of a school year, students from each class should be 
given teacher assessments forms. These forms will be a way to put forward 
their grievances regarding the teachers. The senate should compile the data 
from these forms. It should also look into teacher attendance which is a 
major concern in government schools. After looking at both the forms and 
the attendance, the senate should compile a list of recommendations 
concerning teachers and send it to the concerned authorities.  
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2) Civics Club 

Aim of Club: A voluntary club in the school system, which will promote and 
indulge students in activities related to Indian Politics, Judiciary, Laws and 
working of the Government. 

Structure of the Club: The club will be formed by the help of the school authorities 
including teachers, principal and school Senate. The club will have a senior teacher 
of the school as its ‘Teacher-in-Charge’ and the club head.  According to the 
strength of the students and teachers in school, the club will have few teachers as 
its members (ranging from 2 teachers to 10 teachers). The club would have a 
student head boy and a student head girl, from any class from 8th to 12th. The 
appointment of these heads would be done by the Teacher-in-Charge, in 
association with the school senate, after calling for nominations from students and 
interviewing them. The students should be encouraged to be a member of the club 
and take part in the activities of the club by the teachers, senate and school 
administration. 

Support for the Club: The clubs can be started as a part of the program of the 
government, like a part of SVEEP program of Election commission of India or by 
support of ‘Department of Personnel & Training’ or by ministry of Human 

Ministry of Human Resource and Development( This ministry is in charge of the 
secondary school system in India) 
• They need to make school senates compulsory in every school. 

• Form a committe of principals to test the viability 

A Committee of principals needs to established for the following 

• Check the viability of the proposal 

• Suggest modifications in the proposal  so that it can be implemented in all 
schools. 

Dept. of School Education & Literacy ( it is under the ministry of HRD and it supervises 
school education) 
• It needs to review the report given by the committee and give the go ahead for 

the scheme. 

School Administration 

• Need to set aside funds for this proposal 
School Principal ( AS the head of the school he/she is responsible for the functioning 
of school) 
• Decide the election date and procedures 

• Assign duties and work as seen fit to the senate 
Teacher In charge of Elections:( A teacher needs to be overlooking the elections  and 
act as the Election Officer) 
• They need to actually implement the proposal. 

• Encourage and increase student participation. 
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Resources and Development. The local NGOs, working on the political and social 
issues can work as partners in these clubs, helping the club with seminars, 
workshops and awareness programs. Also, the MP or MLA of the regions should 
visit the programs of these clubs and show support to these activities. It can be 
guided by the NSS wing of colleges near the school. 

For teachers it is a wonderful opportunity to create awareness, build attitude and 
help students work and gain experiences in the real world. This will help teachers 
to meet objectives pertaining to social awareness of the students. The objectives of 
the group are  

1) To increase student awareness about the political scenario in India. This 
can be done in a multitude of ways.   
2) Organise Q & A sessions with government officials and the problems that 
are plaguing them. 
3)  Prepare a ‘Report’ which should consist of the issues and problems in the 
town and hand it over to the campaigning candidates and to the elected 
candidates. This manifesto should represent the needs of the local public and 
can be used to evaluate the working of the elected representative at the end of 
his term. 
4)    In association with parents, alumni or Local NGOs, the club should 
organise sessions with government officials or businesspersons or other 
eminent personalities. The session should focus on : 
a. Increase the awareness about the importance of integrity, honesty and 
ethics in conducting business and public dealings. 
b.   Organise workshops for students to teach them about the code of conduct 
and compliance with laws. 
c. Inform students about the corruption scandals around the world and 
punishments given in those cases. 
d.  Educate students about the costs of corruption in any activity, moral 
wrongs of indulging in any unethical activity and the importance of the moral 
values in all the sectors of government and public life 
e.     Aware students of the role of Media, NGOs, Government agencies and 
Business personalities in eradicating corruption and ensure compliance with 
laws. 
5) Organising documentary sessions, followed by discussions and conclaves 
6) Take up an issue in the locality and solve it. The issue could be anything, 
from opened manholes to lack of green areas. 
7) Identify NGO’s and youth organisations (NSS, NYKS) working near their 
locality, and enlist their help in solving the said issue. 
8) Learn to use RTI and use it as a tool when dealing with uncooperative 
government officials and to increase the transparency of the administration. 
9) Involve the local media and social media to publicise their causes. 
10) Kick-start  a “lets us vote campaign”: this campaign would involve 

a. Teaching students about the entire election process and help 
students above 18 to register and get a voter ID card. 
b. Emphasising the importance of voting 



    

  
 
Copyright © 2012 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                        Page | 47  
  
 

c. Recognition of students who went and voted, and also those who 
made their family members and people they know vote. 
d. Making form 6 and 8 easily available to all students. 
e. Publicising current issues and looking at the performance of the local 
representatives in collaboration with the schools media body. 
f. Getting information about the candidates that are standing in the elections 
and using social media to ensure that this information reaches people in their 
constituency. 
g. Interacting with local college students and getting to know their 
experiences on voting. 
 

 
 

3) Changes in the school and college curriculum 

Text books should be changed to include recent history of a schools constituency 
and a write up on the candidates rather than including history of those eras which 
have no relevance to us as citizens of India. 

 Every college has a compulsory course on environmental education. Civic 
education should be clubbed with it. Officers and politicians should be invited to 
hold guest lectures. Field visits can be done for govt. offices. 

1) At a school level, for 9th to 10th in civics. CCE should involve taking 
up a project on a particular section of the government mechanisms. They 
should try to look at why the government is ineffective. Instead of looking at 
the corruption and unethical practices, they should be taught about the 
system of checks and balances. This will teach them about the importance 
of the law makers of the countries.  Every student should choose a 
particular post in the government machinery that he/she would like and 

Chief Election Commissioner,ECI  ( As the head of ECI, his 
approval neeeds to be sought before starting a scheme) 

•He needs to approve the civics club initiative. 

State Election Commisioners ( Each state has a CEO, who 
focuses on the implementations of the policies in a state) 

•Needs to form a working plan for Civics Club and allocate a budget. 

District Electoral Officer 

•Assign work to each BLo to identify NGO's and schools for the same 

•In collaboration with them, establish Civics club. 

School Principal ( Head of school) 

Teacher in  Charge ( to monitor and oversee the club) 
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look at that posts powers, how they can be misused, how the misuse can be 
prevented and the restrictions that come with the post. 
These projects can be done with the help of the civics club that are 
suggested above. 

 
 
2) A compulsory social awareness course should be introduced in 
colleges along the lines of the environmental education program. This 
course should incorporate the following 

a. A comprehensive analysis of the problems that India has 
faced , how these problems were dealt with and what other 
problems have now arisen. 
b. Each student should be assigned a problem and to see what 
solutions have been proposed. Also to look into why these solutions 
are not working. 
c. Another suggested assignment would be to pick up a 
constituency and 2 or three representatives in that area and review 
the work done. 
d. The course should involve presentation from all the students 
on the areas they have studied in. 
e. Alumni, who are working in the government, should be 
invited to give their suggestions and narrate their experiences. 

 

 

4) Other things that a schools and colleges could do: 
1) A college can have Campus BLO’s, he will be charge of coordinating 
the voter awareness programs and ensuring maximum registration for 
voter ID cards.  Each student should know about him. His contact details 

and information should be widely publicised in college. This would help 
students in reaching him, when they have any problems regarding elections. 

Ministry of 
Human Resource 
and Development 

CBSE (It approves 
changes in the 

syllabus) 

NCERT ( It 
implements 
changes in 
syllabus) 

Teachers 
(teachers need to 
be trained for the 
change in syllabus 

Chief Election 
Commisioner,ECI 
(He needs to  
approve Campus 
BLOS)  

 

State Election 
Commisisoner/ CEO 
of a state  ( HE/she 

appoints the 
Campus BLO) 

Appointment of 
Campus BLO 

Keeping of forms 
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2) Keep the forms 6, 7 and 8 in their premises. Help students to get 
their voter ID card made. Colleges should give form 6 or 8 as required with 
the admission forms. In fact these forms should be distributed to every 
student who is 18 above and doesn’t have a voter ID card made on the NVD 
each year. 
3) As a part of their civics club, schools from each constituency should 
get together to hold a mock parliament session. This could be done 
following the pattern of MUN’s (model united nation) which are currently 
held. 
4) Buses or modes of transport can be provided to the students on the 
day of voting. Prior permission from the election commission of India 
should be taken regarding the same. 
5) Organisations in colleges which are working in the area of social 
awareness, can maintain a facebook group which should continually update 
students on the latest political news. 

 
 
5) Making the entire electoral roll online: 

As of now every time one needs to delete or change the place of residence there is 
a tedious procedure involved. This would considerably shorten the procedure.  By 
the Indian laws, anyone who has been residing in a constituency for more than 6 
months can vote. This will be helpful for college students who are unable to vote in 
their home constituency due to the distance. This particular suggestion is already 
being implemented at some stage by the Election Commission of India. 

There should an option for online filling of forms for getting voter ID cards made, 
changed or deleted: A few states in India have started this initiative; Goa, Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala are ones I came to know about. Goa has claimed almost a hundred 
percent registration for the previous elections.  Since the submission of the voter 
ID card has to be done to the ERO, it might be difficult for a person to go and do so. 

As of now forms are being filled up on paper and submitted to the Election states 
in many states. While in others, the form itself can be filled online. This should be 
done in every state. The second stage of this is the verification which will be done 
in person by the BLO. This stage is imperative as of now, till UID does away with it. 

As of today, one can track the application of  

The step wise recommendation for making the electoral online is that 

1) All the data for the older voters should be put up on the net. 
2) Camps that are being organised for new registration should be 
equipped with computers, scanners and webcams. This would reduce the 
need for paperwork and forms. It would make it more efficient as the forms 
won’t have to be filled back into the computer at the ERO’s office. 
3) All the forms should have a column for email id and the mobile 
number. 
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4) All notifications regarding the elections should be emailed and 
messaged on the mobile phone to the concerned voters. 
5) The data base should be the same for state and general elections so 
as to avoid confusions. 
6) A person could be mailed his voter id slip, so that in case that if it 
gets lost or damaged they might be able to print it out. 
7) For this, BLO’s and the people deployed at the camps should be 
trained in basic computer skills. 
8) The current software’s that are being used should be compiled into 
one, user friendly software.  

This software should also incorporate the status of the ID card. For example if a 
particular person has submitted his details on a particular day, then if his 
verification is not done in the set amount of time. The software should send out an 
alert message to the concerned authorities for the same. 

 

6) Formation of Voter Awareness units in youth organisations 

As mentioned in the report, there are around 22 million youth volunteers. 
Organisations like NSS and NYKS have a wide reach in the country. Various NGO’s 
such as Vote4India, Jaago Re and Youth for Goa have been on working on the area 
of increasing voter turnout. The election commission of India has joined hands 
with a few of these organisations to help them in the Systematic Voters’ Education 
and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) program.  

NYKS or the Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan is the largest grassroots level 
organisation.It forms youth clubs in the villages. The members of these clubs range 
between 15-35 years of age. Their main objective is to involve rural youth in nation 

Chief Election Commissioner,ECI  ( As the head of ECI, his approval neeeds to be 
sought before starting a scheme) 

•He needs to  approve online database 

State Election Commissioners  (Each state has a CEO, who focuses on the 
implementations of the policies in a state) 

•need to ensure that all the state data is transferred online 

Programmers in ECI( they need to come up with a software for the same) 

District Magistrate 

•Has to orgainise training session for booth level officers  

District electoral officer( he compiles the electoral list) 

Booth level officers 

Volunteers 
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building activities. Youth clubs and Mahila Mandals are a part of NYKS. About 2.2 
Lakh voluntary youth organisations are a part of NYKS. 

If these organisations come together then they could contribute on a major level to 
increase youth voter turnout. 

1) Add voter awareness in the objectives of the youth organisations. 
2) Establish voter awareness units in NSS, NYKs, youth hostel 
association and other such organisation. 
3) The state election commission should identify NGO’s with which 
these organisations can work. 
4) Training for youth volunteers should be undertaken by the SEC’s. 
5) This training should become a part of the curriculum in youth 
organisations. 
6) Enrolment of youth volunteers as voters should be made mandatory. 
7) Once the training has been imparted, the youth organisations should 
club up with NGO’s. 
8) These organisations and NGO’s should divide themselves so as to be 
most effective, i.e. they can adopt a constituency each and work with the 
local self help groups, Panchayats and angangwadi workers. 
9) These groups should  

a. Help schools in establishing civics club 
i. Help them in problems they might face while dealing 

with any local issue. 
ii. Participate in the Q and A sessions 

iii. Help them in filing RTI’s 
iv. Also help them in the “let us vote CAMPAIGN” 
v. Organise rallies and skits in schools to increase 

student interest. 
b. Help new voters register 
c. Along with the Panchayats, they should check and help in 
revision of electoral rolls. 
d. They can help decimate information in people, such as who all 
are standing, tell them about rule 49-O and inform them about the 
previous history of candidates. 
e. These groups could also be used by the ECI, in monitoring 
unfair practices that occur during the times of elections. 

10) For groups that are working in the urban sector 
a. They can establish social media groups and give out updates 
regarding initiatives or camps that have been organised by the 
election commission of India. 
b. They could contact RWA’s and take their help in mobilising 
societies to come out and vote. 
c. They could organise field visits to government offices for kids. 
d. Invite people to conclaves and discussion regarding problems 
they face and if a plausible solution comes out of these discussions 
then forward it to the concerned authorities. 
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7) Panchayats 

Electoral Rolls should be checked at the panchayat level to decrease discrepancies 
in them. This suggestion is based on the drive that was conducted in Rajasthan 
.This particular drive resulted in about 7 Lakh discrepancies found. Similar drives 
should be conducted all over India so as to update the rolls. 

These drives will be conducted by the Election Commission of India. These drives 
should coordinate with the local youth organisations and Panchayats. 

1) Publicity of electoral roll reading should be done by the Panchayats. 
It should be announced in schools, hospitals and common meeting places.  
2) Word of mouth publicity in villages is highly effective. Key people in 
the village should be targeted such as the school masters, panch and 
doctors. 
3) Aangadwadi workers and women self help groups should be 
assigned the task of getting women to the electoral reading. 
4) The rolls should be divided into parts. These parts could be male and 
females. This would make it easier for females in villages with purdah 
system. 
5) Reading out of rolls should be done, and if anyone is found missing 
from the roll they should be immediately added. 
6) In fact a permanent copy of the voters list should be made available 
in villages so that anyone can cross check whether their name is on the list 
or not. 

Awareness camps and voter enrolment camps should be also organise by the 
NGO’s and Panchayats .These camps can be held during Polio Camps, festivals 
or any time where there is bound to be a gathering 

Chief Election Commissioner,ECI ( As the head of ECI, his approval neeeds to be sought before 
starting a scheme) 

•He needs to  approve a combined platform for all NGO's and OYV's 

State Election Commissioners  

•need to form a working plan for the scheme and Assign constituencies to each NGO and OYV's 

District Electoral Officer 

•Assign work to each BLO to identify NGO's and schools for the same. 

•In collaboration with the above establish civics clubs. 

Booth level officers 

•Identification of NGO's and  youth organisation. 

•Start Voter  awareness Units in each. 

NGO's and OYV's 

Volunteers 
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8) Women voter turnout 

To increase political awareness among women one first needs to increase their 
interest in public life. One needs to draw them out into the public sphere and join 
politics. Women should be trained in public speaking. Marginalized groups of 
women need to be specially targeted and taught about the civic responsibility of 
voting. 

1) Angangwadi workers, co-operatives, self-help groups need to be trained to 
inspire women to come out and vote.  
2) For a mother the most important part of her life  is her child, she should be 
taught how her voting is associated with her kid’s future. 
3) Among the youth organizations, a separate committee which only focuses 
on empowering women should be set up. 
4) Organize discussion groups on what electoral democracy has done for 
young women, how laws  enacted in Assembly and Parliament reflect their voice, 
choice, opinion, rights, freedom and equality, 
5) Encourage young women in taking lead in this process. 
 
It is not enough to just make women politically aware. Their social status need to 
also be changed as without that , no campaigns or discussions will be helpful. 
 
1) In constituency with very less female voters the officials appointed for 
organising elections, such as the BLO should be women. This would firstly 
facilitate the women to go out and get their voter ID card made, it will also  
change social status of women. 
2) The committee that will be made for women empowerment should focus on 
vocational courses for women so that they might go on and earn. This would raise 
their status in the eyes of the society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Election 
Commisioners  

District 
Magistrate 

District 
electoral 

officer 

Booth level 
officers 

NGO's and 
OYV's 

Angadwadi 
workers/SHO's 

Volunteers 
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9) Negative or neutral voting 

In India we currently have the rule 49-O. this rule says that an elector  does not 
want to vote then after his electoral roll number has been duly entered in the 
register of  voters in form 17 –A , and he has put his signature or thumb impression 
as required . Then a remark saying that he does not want to vote can be made 
against the said entry, by the presiding officer and the signature or thumb 
impression of the concerned voter will be taken. This rule just records the dissent; 
no action as such can be taken against the candidates standing even if the dissent 
vote is more than 51 percent. 

This suggestion has been one of the many that the election commission has given 
in its report regarding the electoral reforms.  Till it is implemented I would like to 
propose the following to increase the voter awareness in this area: 

 
1) In the ongoing SVEEP program, awareness about the rule 49-O and 
form 17-A should have special place. Till now SVEEP focuses on 
increasing awareness about voting. Now it should focus on the “no 
voting part also”.  
2) From the field visits and surveys I have done. The one thing that 
stood out what the lack of awareness on the part of the presiding 
officers. This dissuades people from using this rule 49-O 
3) To counteract the above problem, proper training should be given to 
the presiding officers and the people sitting in the booths. 
4) Panchayats, schools and colleges all should have training regarding 
this rule. It should be in the syllabus and not only that in every school 
there should be a practical implementation of that so that it registers in 
every students mind. 

The aim behind this recommendation is to ensure that people come out to 
the voting booth. It may not be to vote the candidates but at least to register 
their disapproval of the current system. If one can mobilise people into 
using the no voting rule, then it might be possible to get the actual electoral 
reform passed. 

 

9) Increasing Accountability of politicians 
a) I would like to suggest a change in how voting is carried out, instead of just 
voting for the candidates. The voters should also vote for the issues that they 
think should be resolved in the constituency. The elected candidate should 
resolve the top 3 issues before the next election. If he doesn’t do this to the 
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satisfaction of the Election Commission, then he should be barred from 
contesting in the next two terms. 

The way that it can be executed is  

1)  The current government should make a comprehensive list of the 
issues that are facing the constituency. 
2) This list should be circulated in the local media bodies so as to 
increase awareness among the people. 
3) Computers should be used for voting. 

a. This can be done in two phases , one is that EVM’s are 
replaced by computers and second phase would involve turning all 
computer centres into voting booths. 

4) After voting for the candidates, the citizens will have to vote for the 
three problems that are bothering them. 
5) This should be followed by voting for whether the previous 
representative has done his other work. 
6) The top three most problems should be declared along with the 
winner of the elections 
7) The winning candidate has to ensure these three problems get 
sorted out. 

This suggestion is for increasing accountability of politicians and also for making 
people feel that their vote counts and makes a difference.  

 

 

b) Each candidate should be assigned a webpage to himself:  Each candidate 

should be assigned a webpage to himself; it should have the candidate’s 

nomination papers, his criminal records, assets, educational qualification, previous 

history in politics as submitted in his affidavits.  



    

  
 
Copyright © 2012 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                        Page | 56  
  
 

As of now only that information that is on his nomination papers is put up. This 

needs to be changed as people electing a candidate need to know his/her previous 

record as a representative. The following information should be uploaded about 

the candidate. 

1) A list of all the previous constituencies that he has contested from 

and the dates of his contesting 

2) Along with data the political party that he has contested from should 

also be shown as many candidates change their parties at least once or 

twice. 

3) This data should be substantiated with the percentage of votes he 

polled in each constituency and whether he won or lost. 

4) Secondly there should be data on the amounts of funds released to 

the constituency and the amount utilised. This data is easily gotten from the 

Annual Report of MP local area development scheme. 

5) Similarly the status of recommended works will also be shown there 

all this should be uploaded on the webpage assigned to the candidate so as 

to give the citizens an idea of his dedication. This will also make the 

candidate slightly more accountable. 

An example of the webpage is given in the Appendix B 

c) Ensuring clean Elections: Help lines numbers and what all criminal offences a 

candidate can commit should be widely publicised so that if people see any 

malpractices they can immediately report them and a system should be 

established so that people can track the status of their complaint. This will ensure 

that people have more faith in the election system. 

11) Facilitating voting 

1) Cars should be allowed till the voting booths. 

2) Before elections form 6 should be circulated in the newspapers. 

3) Voting by post should be allowed for general citizens as well. The 

facility of voting by post is currently only allowed for military serviceman or 

diplomats who are abroad. Voting for Non Resident Indians has been 

started but they also have to be physically present at the polling booth to 

vote it should be extended for college students. This would be of immense 

convenience to a college student who is living away from his home 

constituency. 

4) Booths and submission for voter ID forms should be opened where 

one gets a license, in banks and in educational institutes. 
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Suggestions for future work 

Information technology has seen immense growth in the past few years. Most of 

the government works are now being done using computers.  Ensuring 

transparent and smooth elections might be possible with the help of IT. One can 

look into online elections and mobile voting machines. 

Another thing that I could not work on was media corruption and its relation to 

voter turnout and election results. Media is said to be the 4rth pillar of democracy. 

It is one way that can make our politicians accountable and honest. Sting 

operations, scams and other pending cases have been brought to the fore by media 

and the government has had to take immediate action. Hence one should look into 

removing media corruption and how that will make a difference to the voter 

turnout. 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion  

The goal of a healthy and working democracy in India will only be realised until 
and unless the informed youth of India rises up and actively participates in the 
electoral procedure. The purpose of this project is to ensure that young people are 
fully enlightened and informed of their right to vote. 

Youth participation in Pre-Election Voter Awareness Campaigns will aim at making 
them and common voters aware of the importance of their participation in the 
electoral processes, either as educators or motivators and mobilizes, or as voters 
or candidates. 

India continues to grow, and by 2025, the age of an average Indian would be 
reduced 29 years. Their participation in elections will help hugely a plural society 
holding the country together. A  mass of well informed, alert and active youth can 
create an environment for free and fair elections, can prevent money and muscle 
power from derailing elections, can protect democracy from corrupting and 
degenerating influence of kleptocracy and  finally encourage larger  participation 
of marginalized groups such as the poor, the women, the minorities,  and special 
ethnic groups and communities. It will promote more democratic dealings in the 
political parties. 

 Thus the young people in India have an enormous potential to work for the 
advancement of democratic values and practices. They need to be helped in 
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developing themselves both as architect and actors in promoting participatory 
democracy, as individual voters and as members of their community, as youth 
organizations and as political and social action groups. Participative democracy 
believes in involved forms of citizen participation which is different from the 
traditional representative democracy.  It creates opportunities for all members of 
the society to play their role in making their own government.  A strong liberal 
democracy can emerge only from an equally strong non-governmental public 
sphere.  Young people live, grow and mature in this public sphere. 

If educated and aware citizens vote then it will lead to breaking the cycle of corrupt 
governments. Rather than money or muscle power, the work done in the 
development of the country will matter while voting. Candidates will be held 
accountable. Overall it will improve the functioning of the Indian democracy. Once 
the attitude of voting is established, i.e. if each citizen takes pride in voting and 
claims ownership of the country than the entire nation will see a major change. 
Only if every citizen performs his civic duties is he or she entitled to all the rights 
that a democracy gives. 

 The ‘mantra’ to promote youth participation has five dimensions, i.e. information, 
motivation, mobilization, organization and creative action leading to mass 
engagement in the electoral process.  It succeeds only when the actions and 
initiatives are youth-owned, youth-driven and youth-led. Green shoots of 
democracy can take roots only through this process. 
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Appendix A 

 

Field Visit Report 

Field Visit Form 

  

Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 
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Date of the Visit:           18 May 2012 

Suggested/Referred By: N.A. 

A.1. Field Visit No.: 1` 

If more Trips required to the same organization:  No 

 Goal of the visit: 

1. To get an idea of how SVEEP activities were carried out in Kanpur 
2. What measures were taken to ensure safe elections. 

Goals Met: 

1.I got an overview of how SVEEP is conducted 

2. He explained what new initiatives had been taken up by the govt. to increase voter 
awareness 

3.He talked about the measure to ensure that elections went without a hitch. 

Persons Met(*)1. Name: Shailendra Singh 

Duration and Timings of Discussion: 30 min 

Details of the Discussion: 

- Private vehicles were allowed till the polling booths. 
- Before elections schools and colleges were targeted under SVEEP to increase youth 
voter registration. Colleges had started supplying form 6 with their admission forms. 
- Every individual had gotten a photo pehchanpatr. 
- Voter slips were issued unlike previous elections 

A.2. :     Field Visit Form 

Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

    Date of the Visit:           19 May 2012 

Suggested/Referred By: N.A. 

Visit No.: 2 
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If more Trips required to the same organization:   No 

 Goal of the visit: 

1. To get the data for youth voters in Kanpur. 

Goals Met: 

1. I got the data 

2. Got an in depth knowledge of the procedure to get an EPIC 

Persons Met (*) 

1. Name:            DEO, Kanpur Nagar 

Duration and Timings of Discussion: 200  min 

Details of the Discussion: 

- For a new voter form 6 is filled. It can be downloaded online. No documents are needed; 

an address proof may or may not be attached. It is the booth level officer’s work to verify. 

- The submission is done at the office or the booths allotted for the same.  

- Since the procedure is manual, discrepancies occur photos might get mixed up. This 

results in problems during the issuing of EPIC and for the BLO. 

- It is tough to trace the status of the form. 

- There is no link up between the different cities for voter information 

- Continuation updating does not occur. 

- Corruption is pre dominant in the election dept. for the issuing of EPIC  

- Showed me a few examples of the inefficiency 

- Gave me the statistical for Kanpur elections. 

A.3.                                               Field Visit Form 

 

Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

   Date of the Visit:           22 May 2012 

Suggested/Referred By: N.A. 
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Visit No.: 3 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   Yes/No 

No 

 Goal of the visit: 

To know what brought about the 15% increase in Uttar Pradesh Elections. 

Persons Met (*) 

1. Name:    Umesh Sinha SIR 

Duration and Timings of Discussion: 200  min 

Details of the Discussion: 

- He emphasized the importance of each vote 

- Highlighted the communication gap between the government agencies and the common 

man 

- Showed the SVEEP activities in Bulandshahar 

- Talked about de duplication 

- Gave the data for increase in the 18-19 age groups from 2010 to 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

A.4.     Field Visit Form 

 Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           25 May 2012 
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Suggested/Referred By: N.A. 

Visit No.: 4 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   Yes 

 Goal of the visit: 

- The purpose of the meeting was to ask him how to proceed with conducting a 

survey. The survey will be conducted among the university student. It aims to test their 

political awareness. 

Goals Met:  

Submitted my questionnaire to the university, it will be circulated amongst the students. 

Persons Met (*) 

1. Name: Dr. K.N.Mishra, NSS Head of Kanpur University 

Duration and Timings of Discussion:  60 min 

Details of the Discussion: 

- The purpose of the meeting was to ask him how to proceed with conducting a 

survey. The survey will be conducted among the university student. It aims to test their 

political awareness. 

- He recommended talking to Hindustan ( a Hindi Daily) to see the role of media 

during elections. 

- I submitted my questionnaire and will be going back to university after the 1st of 

July to meet the students. 

. 

 

A.5.      Field Visit Form 

  

Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 
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Date of the Visit:           28 May 2012 

Suggested/Referred By: N.A. 

Visit No.: 5 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   Yes/No 

Yes 

 Goal of the visit: 

- The purpose of the event was that to know what role media played in the Recent 

Elections. 

Goals Met:  

Got to know about the campaigns conducted by HT and Hindustan regarding the same. 

Persons Met (*) 

1. Name: Met with Akanksha ( reporter ) in Hindustan Times  

2. Name :Jyoti (reporter)  in Hindustan 

Duration and Timings of Discussion:  90 min 

Details of the Discussion: 

- The purpose of the event was that to know what role media played in the Recent 

Elections 

- Hindustan time and HT had  started a  campaign called “ Aao Rajneeti Karo” 

- This campaign was aimed at removing the negativity associated with the 

elections and politics as a whole. 

- They had conclaves, campus addas  and ran a know your candidates series. 

- The first thing they started with was to inform people about media ethics. This 

they did to clear people’s doubts about whether the information was doctored or real. 

- They claimed that these campaigns made people aware voters. 

A.6 .    Field Visit Form 

  

Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 
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Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           31 May 2012 

Suggested/Referred By: N.A. 

Visit No.: 6 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   Yes/No 

No 

 Goal of the visit: 

To get the youth voter turnout data for last general elections 

Goals Met:  

I got the data for the voter turnout for the last general elections 

Persons Met (*) 

1. Name: Harpal Singh Programmer, ECI 

Duration and Timings of Discussion:  20 min 

Details of the Discussion: 

I had called before hand and thus the whole procedure did not take much time.  Mr. Singh 

was busy so I couldn’t discuss the data with him. 

 

 

 

A.7.    Field Visit Form 

 Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 
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Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           1 June 2012 

Suggested/Referred By: N.A. 

Visit No.: 7 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   No 

 Goal of the visit: 

To talk to  

Goals Met:  

To get an Idea about the voter turnout trends in India  

Persons Met (*) 

1. Name: Banasmita Bora ( CSDS team, Lokniti) 

Duration and Timings of Discussion:  90 min 

Details of the Discussion: 

1) Survey : since I have been asked to conduct a survey in the Kanpur 

university , to know about the impact of  Systematic Voters’ Education And 

Electoral Participation (S.V.E.E.P)  I asked her about the methodology which they 

use while surveying for CSDS. She talked about the probabilistic proportionate to 

size sampling. I.e., that  I should interview or talk to more people in the sector 

which represents a larger section of society. This would give me a better insight. 

 

2) She talked about the increasing awareness of people who believe in the 

importance of political parties. She sees that as an encouraging trend. If people 

believe in a party or dislike a particular political party they will go out and vote.  

Increasing number of people are participating in the election campaigning. This 

shows an increase in voter awareness 

3) She compared the urban and rural scenario. Many people have become 

resigned to their way of life I urban areas. They don’t believe that any major 

change will occur due to their voting. On the other hand, rural India wants and 

change and voting is one way in which they can contribute towards it. 

A.8. Field Visit Form 
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Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           7th June  2012 

Suggested/Referred By:  N.A. 

Visit No.: 2 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   No 

 Goal of the visit: 

To interact and talk to people working for the mayor’s election. 

Goals Met: 

1. I got knowledge of how to approach the problem of voter turnout at the ground level. 

Persons Met (*) 

1. Name: Capt. S.C .Tripathi and Ganesh Tiwari 

 Duration and Timings of Discussion: 120 min 

 Details of the Discussion: 

They had started an initiative called Kasauti  composed of people from political parties, 

social organisations, NGO’s, RWAs and those people who believe in clean politics.  

They believed that the elected person should not be chosen on the basis of caste, creed and 

religion but on his or her worthiness. 

Their mission was to  

a) Encourage voters to vote 

b) Get people who ate good and able to stand for elections. 

c) And to try to help these people win. 
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They tried to reach all the social organisations who work for city development. They 

wanted them to join with their forum so as to increase the reliability of the forum. They 

went to 110 wards in the city. They took each ward up individually and got the data for 

each candidate that was standing. They then put it up online for the people to see. This 

initiative proved redundant as the election commission was already taking steps in this 

direction. Then they analyzed the candidates and prepared a synopsis and rated them. 

The challenges they arose were 

a) Why will people listen to them and vote for the candidates that they 

suggest? 

b) How to ensure that the people they support are the right ones? 

c) What are the responsibilities of a good representative? What are the 

qualities that he/she should have? 

d) The problems that can arise are that the political parties might object to 

this initiative.  

e) How to  get people out and vote 

 

A.9.     Field Visit Form 

 Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           12 May 2012 

Suggested/Referred By: N.A. 

If more Trips required to the same organization:    yes 

 Goal of the visit: To get to know the background of my project and how to approach it.  

Persons Met (*) 

1.Name: Met with Smt. Sumita Misra Ma’am( mentor) 

Duration and Timings of Discussion:  45 min 

Details of the Discussion: 



    

  
 
Copyright © 2012 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                        Page | 69  
  
 

- She told me about the new initiatives taken by the ECI to increase voter 

percentage in India. We discussed reasons for why the youth in India does not 

participate in the elections. 

- Ma’am informed me about the positive trend in Uttar Pradesh elections 

and asked me to take a closer look into it. 

- She told me about ongoing SVEEP activities. 

Ma’am suggested that I should meet Umesh Sinha Sir ( CEO  UP) and talk to him regarding 

my projectat 

 

A.10    Field Visit Form 

Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           20th June  2012 

Suggested/Referred By:  Rohit Agarwal 

Visit No.: 9 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   No 

 Goal of the visit: 

To understand how online voting can be done and whether it is feasible 

Goals Met: 

He explained the pros and cons of e- voting and how it can be conducted in great detail. 

Persons Met (*) 

1. Name: Prof.Y.N.Singh ( IIT Kanpur, Dept of electrical engineering) 

 Duration and Timings of Discussion: 30 min 

 Details of the Discussion: 
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He suggested that online voting can be done using open source software as this will decrease the total 

cost involved. He suggested the E.C.I should make a java applet for all to download and use for e voting.  

The next step would be to establish a secure channel to prevent hacking. He talked about various ways of 

hacking such as SQL injection, cross site scripting and opening of ports. 

When asked whether software can be made to start online voting in India, he replied in the affirmative. 

His only concern was that if the E.C.I was partisan and favoured a particular political party then it could 

easily manipulate the voting done.  

  

A.11    Field Visit Form 

Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           21th June 2012 

Suggested/Referred By:  Sumita Misra Ma’am 

Visit No.: 10 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   No 

 Goal of the visit: 

To talk about urban voter apathy and get views on my recommendations 

Goals Met: 

He explained in great detail how E.C.I has designed the program to counteract the voter apathy in India 

and gave some suggestions in regard to my recommendations. 

Persons Met (*) 

1. Name: Akshay Raut (Director General, E.C.I) 

 Duration and Timings of Discussion: 50 min 
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 Details of the Discussion: 

He said that: 

 In India 75 crore people vote and that is a thing to be proud of but on the other hand 

30 crores don’t vote. 

 We have 1.3 million voting machines (EVM) 

 The lack of participation is reflected in two ways  

1) Not all people are registered as voters 

2) And out of those who are not all come to vote. 

 Participation of women is less in general. 

 North east India has a higher turnout due to the following reasons : 

a. Not much urban population 

b. Higher stakes in the government 

c. Smaller population and hence the candidates can reach out to everyone. 

d. Each vote counts as the competition is more close 

 The election commission conducted KABP (knowledge attitude Behaviour Practices) in 

every state before elections. it was first started in Jharkhand  

 They identified three major problems. 

1) Information gap 

2) Motivation gap 

3) Facilitation gap 

 To counteract these, the E.C.I took the help of NGO’s, schools, colleges and youth 

organisations. 

 The election commission had already sidelined compulsory voting. They weren’t 

considering it at all. 

 One major initiative that they took was the NVD (National Voter’s Day) which they hold 

on the 25th of January .It was started in 2010. 

1) In 2010 1.7 crore people were enrolled, 52 Lakh were in the age group 18-19. 

2) In 2011, 3.8 crores, out of which 1.11 crore were in the age group 18-19. 

 My recommendations were  

1) have an online database :It will be done 

2) Have buses running from schools and colleges: if a college asks for it, it can be 

arranged. 

3) Have localised FB groups: can be done in collaboration with NSS. 

4) Form 6 can be made available with licenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.12   Field Visit Form 
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Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           21th June 2012 

Suggested/Referred By:  Akshay Raut  

Visit No.: 11 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   No 

 Goal of the visit: To get to know how YUVA was designed 

Goals Met: He gave me the analysis which he had worked on 

Persons Met (*): Dr.  Bhagban Prakash (Senior Advisor, E.C.I) 

1. Name: Duration and Timings of Discussion: 10 min 

Discussion: 

Sir gave me his work to read and suggested that once I had gone through it; I could mail 

him any questions that I had. 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B 

Fig. and Tables other than what you have used in main body. 

 

 

A.13   Field Visit Form 
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Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           21th June 2012 

Suggested/Referred By:  Sumita Misra Ma’am 

Visit No.: 12 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   No 

 Goal of the visit: To talk about urban voter apathy 

Persons Met (*):  

1. Name: Vinod Zutschi (Deputy Election Commissioner, E.C.I) 

 Duration and Timings of Discussion: 120 min 

Discussions 

Reasons for urban apathy:  voters don’t depend on the political system in urban area, Accessibility is 

lesser, locals passions are not involved, urban population does not want to step out of their comfort zone, 

Locating a polling station is tougher in cities, there is a lack of publicity which results in a disconnect 

among people and the running of a govt. 

There may be other reasons for not voting, ones which may affect the voters livelihood. Like exams, 

agricultural season, etc. Hence dates on which to conduct elections should be carefully chosen. 

The regional disparity also comes into play, the family, society, religious beliefs and moral obligations. 

For example people in West Bengal are passionate about their rights and they will take the extra step to 

go out there and vote. 

To counteract the low registration rates, E.C.I has started house to house surveying. It involves 

identifying all those eligible to vote, and providing them with the form. A problem that arises here is that 

many people aren’t ready to even fill the form 
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What is the use of the voter slip? It is used to facilitate voting. It tells one the location of one’s polling 

booth, the date of elections and the time. It also tells one the serial number in the electoral roll and can 

serve as an identity proof as now it also has your photo. 

Online registration can’t be made completely online as it will result in many fake voters ID’s .A BLO has 

to confirm your place of residence, age and everything before an ID card can be issued. 

Election expenditure monitoring is done by having two parallel registers. One maintained BT the SEC 

and the other by candidate. They are checked and verified. If a well wisher spends more than Rs. 10 it is 

added to the candidate’s expense. 

In UP form 6 was published in the newspaper. 

A.14  Field Visit Form 

 Student Name:           Parul Purwar 

Project ID:                     19 

Mentor Name:              Smt. Sumita Misra 

Intern ID:                        14 

Date of the Visit:           24th June 2012 

Suggested/Referred By:  Rohit 

Visit No.: 13 

If more Trips required to the same organization:   No 

 Goal of the visit: To get  feedback on my report and what areas I could work on 

Goals Met: She suggested a few areas where I could look into 

Persons Met (*): Preeti Goel Ma’am, Senior Researcher,Rakshak 

1. Name: Duration and Timings of Discussion: 180 min 

Discussion: 

1) I suggested that we could have an option of voting on problems while we 

vote for the candidates. And the top most voted problems should be taken up by 

the candidate who won. If he doesn’t solve them within his tenure than he should 

be barred from contesting for 2 elections in any constituency. 
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2) Societies should be forced to participate in the functioning of RWA’s.  

3) NGO’s should be involved at the kid’s level to get them to participate in the 

activities around them. 

4) There should be increased  interaction  between college students, like 

college leaders and people who are participating in student politics and school 

kids. 

5) Increased interaction of people with civil servants (willing ) should take 

place to remove the disconnect between people and the govt. 

6)  Career consciousness, for IPS , IAS should be brought up. 

7) An equal emphasis should be on right and duties, not just on rights. 

8) It should be made compulsory to come to the polling booth. And if one 

doesn’t want to vote then one should put that down in writing. 

9) File an RTI to figure out how the whole procedure of no voting occurs. 
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APPENDIX B : A SAMPLE WEBPAGE FOR A CONTESTING CANDIDATE 

Sample page  

NAME OF CANDIDATE 

 

 

 

Biographical Information 

NAME OF THE CONSTITUENCY 

SPOUSE 

AGE 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

POLITICAL PARTY 

Educational Qualifications 

MATRICULATION SCHOOL AND YEAR 

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL AND YEAR 

COLLEG/ DEGREE/BRANCH 

Legal Records 

ACCUSED (DETAILS) 

CONVICTED 

Financial Information 

MOVABLE ASSETS 

IMMOVABLE ASSSETS  

LIABILITY 
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Political history (for each constituency) 

1) THE CONSTITUENCY HE CONTESTED FROM 

2) WHICH PARTY HE CONTESTED FOR 

3) WHETHER HE WON OR LOST 

 

 
 

 

4)  MP DEVELOPMENT FUNDS GIVEN AND USED. ( YEAR) 

 

5) STATUS OF RECOMMENDED WORKS (YEAR) 

 

 

0 10000 20000 30000 40000 50000 60000 70000 

Voting Statistics 

votes in favor Votes polled Eligible electors 

Expenditur
e, 8200000 

Amount 
used, 

3200000 

Recommen
ded, 95 Sanctioned, 

95 

Completed, 
34 



    

  
 
Copyright © 2012 Rakshak Foundation. All Rights Reserved.                        Page | 78  
  
 

 

6)THE AMOUNT OF PARLIAMENT SESSIONS UPLOADED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


